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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
This edition of the Shuttle is still in the same format as last quarter, as we are still not 
printing copies.  With no meetings, the cost of posting hard copies would very high, and 
so we are relying on most members accessing the on-line copy.  We are only printing copies 
for those with no access to the internet.  So, I still have more freedom in format than usual.   

We still have no idea of when we will be able to meet again, so I entreat you all to send 
me items about how you’re keeping sane and busy during the next three months ready for 
the next edition.  We will certainly not be back to normal meetings before the March, so 
the next Shuttle Issue, will definitely still be in this format.  

Lynne Harper, Shuttle Editor 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Fri 11th December Zoom Spinners’ Chat: 10:30 start 

Fri 18th December Zoom Weavers’ Chat: 10:30 start 

Fri 25th December Christmas Greeting Zoom : 11:00 – 11.40. 

Fri 8th January 
Guild Zoom Meeting: 10:30 start  
11:00: London Huguenot Silk Weavers  
Speakers from the Huguenots of Spitalfields 

Fri 15th January Zoom Spinners’ Chat: 10:30 start 

Fri 22nd January Zoom Weavers’ Chat: 10:30 start 

Fri 5th February 

Guild Zoom Meeting: 10:30 start  
11:00: Live Tour of Whitchurch Silk Mill.  
Speakers from the mill.  It is not a slide talk, they will have a 
camera, and will be walking around the mill as they talk. 

Sat 6th March 
Guild Zoom Meeting: 10:30 start  
11.00:  Talk TBD.  We hope to have another external speaker, 
but this has not been confirmed yet. 

Dates and times for Zoom ‘Chat’ sessions may change, please watch your emails and 
the Facebook page for details. 

 

GUILD MEETINGS 

Guild meetings ‘in the flesh’, at Greenham are cancelled until further notice.  All of the 
planned events, as seen above, are currently to be held on Zoom.  If you want to join any 
of these, please let Nicky, the webmaster, kvgwebmaster@gmail.com know so that she is 
able to send you an invitation to the events. 

mailto:kvgwebmaster@gmail.com
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GUILD DEMONSTRATIONS and GUILD COURSES 
In view of the Covid-19 situation there will be no demonstrations, or workshops/courses 
this year, however we hope that this will be back to normal in 2021, so watch out in forth-
coming shuttles for more information. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
Happy Christmas to one and all, especially at this very difficult time. I know some of you 
will be missing family and friends, and we’ll all be trying to have the best Christmas 
possible, so to start off in the right way we’ll be having the Christmas zoom meeting today! 

Where have the last three months gone? I have been very busy, as some of you already 
know I am on the move. We decided that the time is right to make our retirement move. 
Hopefully we are moving to a lovely village called Lustleigh in Devon. For those of you that 
know Devon it’s near Newton Abbot and is in the Dartmoor national park. As we love 
walking it should be perfect with plenty of walking, but also near my dad.  

I knew I was a jack of all crafts and master of none I didn’t 
realise quite how many crafts I love. This means 
our spare room is now full of boxes rammed with 
all my various stashes. Oh, where is the Guild 
sale table when you need it. I have been weaving 
the last month to complete a length of fabric (I 
started before we put the house on the market). 
It is now finished, fulled in the bath and dried on 
our heated bathroom floor. I’ve taken the drastic 
step of cutting it and am in the process of sewing 
it into a dress (ready for the Christmas show and 
tell). I’m also busy making Christmas decorations 

to send to all our family and friends. These were inspired from finding my Dorset button 
stash. If we are doing Christmas decoration workshops next year it would be a good one 
(you won’t get rid of me that easy). Although I’m sure I will join a guild down in Devon I 
know I will be back to visit as I have so many guild friends and I really enjoy our meeting 
and workshops. 

I will sign off otherwise I won’t have a dress to wear!   

Once again Merry Christmas and Happy New Year Louisa Homden 

COLLECTION OF MEMBERSHIP FEES 2021 
We are past the date by which you were asked to pay membership fees for 2021, but some 
of you have not yet done so.  Hopefully this is just forgetfulness, and you will be joining us 
again next year.  This is just a gentle reminder. 

Dress Material about to 
be taken off the loom 
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The membership fees for 2021 are: 

Individual: £20.25 
Family:  £25.25 
Senior Citizen: £15.25 

Membership Forms and Payment 

All members will be required to complete a new membership form for 2021. We would 
prefer that as many fees as possible are paid via a bank transfer directly to the KVGWSD 
account although we will accept cheques from those who are not able to pay in this way.  
We will not be accepting cash payments this year.   

If you have lost the electronic membership form, and the details of the KVGWSD bank 
account for a BACS transfer, please contact me at the kvgtreasurer1@gmail.com email 
address. Janet Dunbar 

JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 2021 

We just want to remind you that the Committee has agreed that we will not be taking out 
a group Journal subscription for 2021 but will be encouraging members to take out an 
individual subscription directly with the Association.  A discounted rate is available if you 
are a Guild member and this will cost you £18 per annum (including postage) instead of 
£16 and will ensure that you get your copy promptly. The postage comes out at only 50p 
per issue and is therefore the cheapest way for individuals to pay postage 

Now you have received your December issue, we recommend that you go online take out 
your 2021 subscription to ensure continuity of issues.  You don’t have to do it straight 
away, as the next journal won’t be ready until late February, however it is better to do it 
before you forget.   The online subscription form can be found at:   
 

SHOW-AND-TELL SNIPPETS 
As we continue our meetings in a virtual manner the chance to share our efforts with one 
another is somewhat restricted. There is no substitute for being able to handle a 
beautifully spun skein or admire the colour combinations of a piece of weaving in natural 
light.  Bearing in mind these limitations, here are a few things I’ve spotted in the zoom 
meetings I’ve attended over the past few months.  By no means an exhaustive list as I 
haven’t been to all the zooms and don’t take as many notes as I should. 

A hot topic has been the spinning of the large quantity of fibre donated to the Guild earlier 
in the year. This is being stored by Nicky and shared out amongst interested members with 
the intention of making Seamans scarves to be shown at our exhibition next year before 
being donated to a charity.  The spinning has been causing some consternation as the fibre 
seems to resist most favoured methods of preparation.  Several spinners told tales of their 
struggles to tame the fibre.  Having tried carding and combing Jennifer eventually found 

https://journalwsd.org.uk/subscribe 

mailto:kvgtreasurer1@gmail.com
https://journalwsd.org.uk/subscribe
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that using hackles was the answer.  Lynne Harper got an 
acceptable yarn using the more  straightforward option 
of just spinning the fibre directly from the bag with little 
preparation.  Sally, wisely, decided to try out the scarf 
pattern using commercial yarn as a practice prior to 
using the real thing.  She showed her two- tone scarf 
which she has called ‘port and starboard’. 

Pat Christmas has a new knitters’ loom which she has 
been experimenting with and is looking forward to 
trying different yarns.  Stephanie has also been using a 
knitters’ loom to produce some red and white check 
fabric which was still on the loom.  She was seeking 

advice on the best way to finish this off.  Another knitters’ loom user is Meg Crowther who 
has used hers to make an heirloom scarf for her great-nephew in blue and grey handspun.   

Louisa was in the middle of a big project weaving a 5-metre length on her floor loom.  It 
was a case of ‘hear and tell’ as the gentle click of her shuttle was heard every so often in 
the background.  The fabric is destined to be made into a pinafore dress which will 
hopefully be ready for the Christmas fashion show - no pressure Louisa!  Angela has also 
been weaving a large project, showing us an 8-metre length woven on 8 shafts using a 
white cotton warp and wool weft. 

A lot of Inkle-weaving has been going on.  Lynne H has an ongoing project weaving braids 
in a variety of colours from the Inkle Pattern Directory on her large floor inkle loom.  These 
will eventually be interlaced to form a strong bag for her table loom.  Meg is also using a 
floor-standing loom but with a slotted heddle to make a Sami braid which will be a strap 
for her suitcase.  Her inspiration source has been the book ‘Weaving Patterned Bands’. She 
is planning to include her initials in the weaving.  Let’s hope you get the chance to use the 
suitcase before too long Meg.  Jenny Gribble has been taught inkle-braiding by Meg and 
has made many, many bookmarks for charity sales.  Louisa has also been braid-making but 
using tablet weaving cards following a course with Shirley Berlin.  She has woven a row of 
small and medium-sized ducks into her braid so far with more animals planned.  I think this 
is destined to become a dressing-gown cord, but I may have dreamt that bit! 

Finally, there has been plenty of knitting to use up stashes.  Marion has finished a jacket 
using modular mitred squares in blue Icelandic wool and finished with an I-cord all around 
the edge.  Sally has been knitting shawls including one in black and white.  Freya is 
dreaming of a multi-coloured jacket from a pattern by Stephen West of Westknits.  We 
look forward to seeing that project and many others in our forthcoming zooms.  

Many thanks to Nicky for presiding over all these zoom meetings and keeping things 
rolling. 

Best wishes to all.             Lynne Bond 

Port and 
Starboard 

Scarf 
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GUILD TROPHIES 
No trophies have been awarded since the last shuttle, it is difficult to see how to do this 
when we cannot meet, as photographs wouldn’t show all necessary for judging.  Feel is 
such an important part of the items that we produce. 

WANTED - A CHAIRMAN 

As many of you know the position of Chairman is elected every two years with the 
option of re-election once. I am now at the end of my four years. The Guild is now 
looking for a new Chairman to be elected at the AGM in April 2021.  

Normally this would be done by members proposing candidates, who then get 
seconded by other members.  In the event that there is more than one candidate 
there is an election at the AGM – even if there’s only one candidate, there’s still an 
election. Before this is done the candidates should be approached to see if they would 
like to stand for chairman! 

Obviously things are a bit different at the minute:  the AGM will most likely be held 
on Zoom, and we will need to change the practicalities of electing the chairman as 
well.   

What I suggest we do in advance is: 

1) Approach someone to see if they are interested and arrange proposal and 

seconding yourself, or if this is difficult, contact me. 

2)  If you’d like to be a candidate but are finding it hard to get proposed and 

seconded, contact me and I will be able to help. 

3) If you’d just like to know a bit more about what being chairman involves, feel 

free to email or call me direct. 

The candidates need to be proposed, seconded and with the Secretary by the 6th 
March 2021 meeting.  We would prefer that this was by email 
(kvgchairman@gmail.com) for obvious reasons.   

I would say that the job has been great fun, and I’ve enjoyed it enormously.  You get 
to work with great people and also meet just about everybody in the Guild.  Don’t feel 
that you have to have been in the Guild for ages, as the committee is incredibly 
supportive and knowledgeable.  What the chairman needs to bring is enthusiasm and 
new ideas. 

Again, feel free to call me, 
Best wishes, Louisa 
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We won’t get the chance to meet again this year, so the next awards will be in 2021, with 
the exception of the Christmas award, awarded at the December Guild Zoom for the show 
and tell item with most votes.  

Jennifer Thompson 

The Kennet Valley Guild Embraces Zoom 
Our Zoom meetings are continuing, very much thanks to Nicky who organises and presides 
over them and allows us to use her Zoom account.  

Your committee has been meeting each month on Zoom, and this will not cease when we 
are able to get back to in-person Guild meetings.  Zoom works well for a committee 
meeting, and we all realised that, by carrying on with Zoom, we would be able to enjoy 
Guild meetings much more as we would not spend most of the morning upstairs in a 
meeting when we could be downstairs enjoying the social side of the guild days. 

The Guild monthly meetings are very well attended, and usually have a speaker.  So far 
only one of the speakers has been eternal to the Guild (see the article later on) but we 
have had two excellent talks by two of our members.  Zoom is quite good for talks, the 
only real downside is not being able to go and touch examples at the end of the talk.  

As you will have seen, the New Year will see more external presenters, and Lesley has 
found some very interesting  subjects/presenters already.  

The ‘chat’ meetings are very different, and the numbers attending are lower, but vary from 
week to week. Some people just pop in for a short time to say hello and leave to get on 
with more pressing tasks.  Others stay for longer, and the conversations vary as any will 
when you are chatting over a period of time.  It is just nice to have the contact with like-
minded people, to see friends. 

Both types of meeting are good fun, so ‘come along’ and join us and try them out.  Just 
send an email to Nicky and she will send you an invitation, I hope to see you there. 

Lynne Harper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Greeting Zoom : 11:00 – 11.40, Friday 25th December 2020 

Hopefully you will all be busy with Christmas and family on Christmas morning, but 
some of you may be alone, having decided to isolate, or be forced into it by the 
situation.  If you are, come along to exchange Christmas Greetings on Zoom.  

I will open a session between 11.00 and 11.40 on Christmas morning, come along 
for as little or as much of that as you want to exchange Christmas Greetings. Even if 
you are not alone, if you’d like to pop in to say “Hi” you’ll be very welcome. 

I will send a Zoom invitation to all on Nicky’s usual list, but if you are not on Nick’s 
list for invitations, and would like to join, please just contact me at 
kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com  
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SHETLAND 

ARTICLES 

Members’ Other Hobbies  
An occasional series, which started with Louisa’s Glass work.  If you have a hobby in 

addition to the times consuming Spinning/Weaving/Dyeing please write an article for 
future Shuttles, and let others learn about what you do, and why it appeals to you.  

Bookbinding – Pat Foster 
I have been trying to remember how long it is since I started bookbinding and have come 
up with 15 years. I first went to a week’s course at West Dean College and started from 
scratch, folding our own paper, then sewing the text block, then making a cover.  One lady 
brought some linen she had woven, and I thought ‘I can do that` so I did. And I have 
continued to the present day, although the cover is often fabric I have created (painted, 
printed). Figure 1 shows a few books with a mixture of covers.  

Of course, I do use bookcloth 
and, if I have to, leather. 
Leather needs paring which 
takes forever. But sometimes 
I have to use it because I am 
doing a repair. The worst 
book I ever had to repair was 
due to my sister saying to a 
friend, `Pat can mend that`. 
Well Pat nearly had a fit. A 
Bible of 1850 in a dreadful 

state, spine broken, cover detached and in bits and 
weighing 2 kg. I rapidly 
found out why it 
was so awful, 

someone had been pressing flowers in it, including 
whole roses!!!  When I handed the book back, I handed 
over all the pressed flowers separately and said ‘Never 
again!’ I had an expert look at it because the paper used 
seemed very fragile and I had a lot of repairs to do, using 
special Japanese  paper of 20 gsm. (cost £17.00 per 
sheet!!!!!). See Figures 2 and 3.  

The bookbinding community goes into for exhibitions 
and competitions. I have done several of these. Usually 
you get given a textblock, often unfolded straight from 
the printer and needing sewing and you have to design 
the cover and create it. The way I do that these days is 

Figure 1: A mixture of covers 

Figure 2: Damaged pages from the Bible 
Figure 3: Repaired Bible 
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to create from my own photographs a cover including title, author etc., 
in Photoshop and then print that out on my posh printer on 

Photographer`s canvas which works a treat 
since it behaves just like linen. Figure 4 shows 
a few of these. 

Other kinds of book I make are Japanese style 
(Figure 5). I have run a few courses on making 
these for the Guild. But also concertina books. 
These are usual full of my linocuts. (See Figure 
6). 

I have done several of these. Usually I make only one 
copy but occasionally several which get distributed 
among family and friends. My sister pointed out 
(somewhat disapprovingly) that all the items I made 
this way were about death. Not quite true and she 
presented me with a copy of Burns Poems so I could do 
something more cheerful. 

So, what have I done this year? A concertina book of 
the Owl and the Pussycat (so much for death). I have 
made two versions, with at least one photograph on 
each page. The second version is better than the first. 
BUT – that was never intended to be the final version. 

What I wanted to do and am now doing is to replace every photo by a specially made lino 
cut. So far, I have only managed a few but the owl is (in my humble opinion) really good. 
So, I am much encouraged. I turned out the Bookbinding room (all 8 by 10 of it) and found 
several piles of textblocks. These are made up 
(sewn) textblocks in A4 and A5 sizes and need 
to be finished. Endpapers and then covers. I 
have done nine A5 over the year and the last 
one is just being glued up now. (Christmas 
presents?). I was intending to set out on the A4 
size of which I have five. But I have been asked 
to repair a recipe book. The textblock is still all 
sewn neatly but the spine cover has more or 
else died and the covers are off. And the reason 
is the multitude of bits of paper sandwiched 
into the book. So, the repaired version will have 
a pocket for odd bits of paper built in. I could see what 
needed doing but I have never done one so I consulted 
with a real expert, Angela Sutton and she said yes, what you are proposing is feasible. 

Figure 4: Books 
for exhibition 

Figure 5: Japanese 
style books 

Figure 6: Sir Patrick Spencer 
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Zooming-In on Nettle Fibre 
It was a first for the Kennet Valley Guild on Saturday 5th September when, following on 
from a number of successful Guid meetings via Zoom, we were delig hted to welcome Allan 
Brown to give us a virtual talk on the preparation of nettle fibre. 

Speaking from his studio in Brighton, Allan explained that he 
originally had no background in textiles but was a keen wild 
forager and had become interested in the uses of common 
plants other than for eating which led to the discovery of 
nettles as a source of yarn for weaving.  He began 
experimenting to find the easiest way of preparing the plants 
to obtain the raw fibre. 

The main season for harvesting is from July to the beginning 
of September.  Like linen, nettle is a bast fibre meaning the 
fibre strands are on the outside of the plant and it can be 
prepared both retted (soaked in water to soften and rot the 
outer bark) or un-retted or green where the fibre is removed 

directly from the plant.  Plants need to be carefully selected, the best being very tall with 
few side shoots and the leaves removed preferably wearing rubber gloves although with 
some practice it is apparently possible to do this with bare hands and the minimum of 
discomfort!   

Preparing the stems without the retting process consists of 
snapping the stem between the leaf nodes and removing the 
hard core leaving the green outer fibres.  These fibres can be 
used directly for making nettle cord (a very ancient technique) 
or scraped with the blunt side of a knife blade to reveal the 
true fibres. These can then be dried and separated and spun 
into fibre but tend to be rather sticky due to the fibre still 
containing natural gum and pectin. 

The traditional procedure for retting of fibres such as linen is to soak the plant in troughs 
of water until the outer fibres rot and the gum and 
pectin is removed.  This can also be applied to nettles 
but is not really practical for preparation at home.  They 
can then be tied in bundles and left to dry under cover.  
These bundles will then store indefinitely and can be 
processed when required.  The same splitting and 
scraping process used for green fibre is repeated.  
Further rolling of the fibres between the hands 
removes more of the core stem and produces a much 
softer product which is easier to spin.  Like linen, the 

spinning of the fibre requires dampened hands to help produce a firm yarn. 

Nettles 

Showing the 
fibres in the stem 

Allan in his workshop 
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Allan has taught himself to spin nettle fibre with a drop spindle and frequently takes his 
spindle out when foraging.  He is also experimenting with weaving his fibre and using some 
of the techniques of linen production to produce a soft cloth.  Nettle cloth takes dye well 
and is creating some interest in the fashion industry where use of sustainable fibres in 
place of cotton is becoming important and Allan is working with some clothing designers 
to test its practicality.  

Many thanks to Allan for an excellent talk and for 
making our first attempt at organising a virtual 
speaker such a success.  He left in his wake a good 
number of Guild members vowing to earmark, 
whilst on their daily walk, a clump of nettles with 
potential for harvesting next year.  He left in his 
wake a good number of Guild members vowing to 
earmark, whilst on their daily walk, a clump of 
nettles with potential for harvesting next year. To see more about Allan’s 
journey of discovery with nettles do go and have a look on his website ‘Nettles for Textiles’ 
www.nettlesfortextiles.org.uk or join his Facebook group of the same name. 

We are hoping to find other speakers for our Guild Zoom meetings until we are able to 
meet again in person, so please keep a look out on the website and check your email 

 Janet Dunbar 

Debbie’s Blanket that Became a Stool 

In 2019, I bought some beautiful Masham tops from Adelaide Walker with the intention 

of spinning the fibre and making a blanket.   I had been very taken with a waffle crochet 
stitch I had seen at a Craven Guild meeting and thought it would make a great blanket.   I 

decided to make squares so that crocheting the 
blanket would be easier.    I made the first square 
and then a second but did not have enough yarn 
for a full blanket so I went back to Adelaide 
Walker and, rather than buy Masham fibre that 
may be different due to the time it took me to 
spin it, I decided to buy some beautiful 
Norwegian tops in grey and black to make some 
more squares.    Once these were spun and the 
crochet started, I realised that it was going to be 
a very heavy blanket so I changed its use.   The 
plan was to turn it into a cube stool because the 
Craven Guild had a challenge to make a 
household item for entry into the Masham Show 

handicraft competition.  This would be my entry, however, due to Covid19, the 2020 

The final result 

Carding 
the Nettle 

http://www.nettlesfortextiles.org.uk/
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Masham Show was cancelled.    It is probably a good thing because I have finished the stool 
but once I had bought the firm foam padding, it was rather large and quite heavy since it 
is 45cm on each side!    Here is a picture of the finished article. 
 Debbie Richardson 

KYOTO to CATWALK – The V&A Kimono Exhibition. 

I visited the Victoria and Albert Museum to see an 
exhibition of kimonos called `Kyoto to Catwalk`. The way 
it was organised was interesting. Started with the history 
of the kimono and what social significance it had 
originally (16th century), moving on to its development to 
the present day including the use of the garment by 
Western designers. 

Originally it was a rich person`s garment and the artistic 
work of the early garments is superb.  There are a few 
wonderful kimonos done in shibori (see Figure 1) to 
which my response was ‘They must have cost the earth’. 
And indeed, there was a note in the exhibition saying that 
shibori was the most expensive method of decoration 
and therefore the most prestigious. Such a garment could 

only be afforded by a great lord for his wife. Many of the garment of the 16th 
to 18th centuries were stencilled and painted (yuzen) and the design would have covered 
the entire garment as in Figure 2 which is resist dyed. There are many different methods 
of decoration. For instance in Okinawa, bingata was used which is a sort of batik in that 
the outlines are laid down and, then the outlines filled in.  The decoration became more 
ornate as time progressed but the appearance contact with the 
West changed everything. 

The Dutch took kimonos back to Europe from the 
early 18th century onwards and the style was copied. 
There are a number of Dutch garments in the 
exhibition. I cannot say I particularly like the 
combination of crinoline and kimono!!. But later 
around 1900, there were designer garments 
basically more on the true kimono shape. It fitted in 
very well with the 1920s/1930s styles. A number of 
these garments are shown in the exhibition as are 
even later 21st century designer garments, by 
designers such as Chanel and Gucci. 

Included in the exhibition are lots of Japanese 
woodblock prints which include kimonos but, in my 

Figure 1: 
Shibori 

Figure 2: Resist Dyed 
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opinion, the stars of the exhibition are the very early kimonos. Artistically the work is very 
fine. This review cannot do the exhibition justice. If you feel tempted, you can buy the 
book which is lavishly illustrated and costs a lot (£40). Edited by Anna Jackson. 

 Pat Foster 

A Bit of Family History. 

When I first showed an interest in buying a spinning wheel, I was concerned that I might 
not get on with it and would be left with a white elephant to justify. Happily my husband 
had grown up near his Aunt who always had a wheel in her house so he quite liked the 
idea of having one around, his main comment being ‘if you haven’t caught your fingers in 
a spinning wheel as a child then you haven’t lived!’  He also told me that as children they 

thought that Auntie 
Evie was spinning 
the fibre straight 
from the rabbit! 

We think the article 
below appeared in 
a newspaper in the 
late forties. Evie 
knitted gloves and 
scarves from her 
wool for extra 
income. She 
'fluffed' up the 
rabbits with a 
hairdryer before 
taking them to a 
show. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Caine 

Article and photos from a newspaper 
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SEAMEN’S SCARVES – a GUILD PROJECT for the EXHIBITION. 

We introduced this in the last shuttle, and many of you have collected your bags of fibre 
from Nicky, but she still has some left, so more of you could take 
part.   

Do you spin but not knit, or knit but not spin? Or maybe you do 
both, but don’t dye.  Why not link up with another member who 
could do the parts of the process that you don’t. 

If you’ve spun and dyed and knitted but have some of the yarn 
left, but not enough to make another scarf, please let me (Lynne) 
I’m collected bits and am looking to make up a scarf with such 
amounts of yarn.  I’ve knitted one, but only have enough yean 
left to do about half another one. It was interesting as it was the 
first time I’ve dyed a lot of yarn for knitting, but I liked the colour. 

People have been having some problems spinning the fibre, but 
don’t be put off, it does spin up after a bit of effort.  Jennifer did a 

lot of , read the next section to find out all about it. 

Do have a go, it is all in a good cause. Lynne Harper 

A SPINNER’S SAGA OF GIFTED FIBRE. 

Some time ago a company offered some fibre to guild. Nine kilos of fibre in fact. What a 
wonderful gift (even if we had no idea what the fibre was!) 

Nicky had very kindly sorted it into bags of 300gms and people collected it to spin and knit. 
That should have been the end of the matter until lots of scarves appear for the exhibition. 

How naive I was when I got my bag. I thought that I 
was a fair spinner. I was able to spin fibre to any 
thickness required for my knitting patterns and I 
always managed to knit it to the correct gauge on 
the size needles suggested. Well they  do say that 
pride comes before a fall! 

Lynne had already spun some of hers straight from 
the bag but had suggested rolags might be better. I 
hadn’t made any for years because very early on in 
my spinning life I decided that I would use tops. I 
really didn’t have the time or, indeed, the inclination 
to prepare fleeces. Added to which I can’t wear wool 
next to my skin, so I tend to spin other fibres or, at 
the very least, fine merino and silk. 

Lynne’s scarf, her 
first dying attempt 

Rolags made 
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However I got out my carders and sat in the sun 
with a cup of tea and made rolags. I was very 
pleased with the results. So to spin!  

What a shock!!! I couldn’t do it! I was like a 
beginner all over again. My yarn was lumpy and 
bumpy; thick and thin; too soft or like knicker 
elastic and slubs were jumping in willy-nilly with 
gay abandon. This was particularly galling since I 

had spent ages last year trying to make slubs for a fancy yarn. 

I tried short draw and long draw and eventually 
settled on a sort of long short draw i.e. a short 
draw with a long draft. In my head I could hear 
Ruth Gough - “control that wheel; slow the 
treadling; you have lots of fingers - use them!” So, 
in the end, with a long draft, a very slow treadle, 
and a lot of fiddling with the fibre as it pulled out 
of the rolag, I had a reasonable thread. Not totally 
consistent but a lot better than the first attempts. I tried for the equivalent of double 

knitting but ended up with an Aran equivalent - 
20wpi.  

My first bobbin was absolute rubbish and not fit 
to ply with my second bobbin, so I decided to ply 
it with itself and use it for experiments. It 

occurred to me that it was no 
good going to all the trouble of 
making these scarves if the fibre 
wouldn’t take dye and if it 
shrank or felted when it was 
washed. I dyed the skein using 
Landscape dyes and it took the 
dye really well. It fixed well too 
and stopped running after a 
couple of rinses.  

I knitted a small sample in garter 
stitch and rib and measured it. 

Then I washed it in water as hot as my hands can take. 
(My family tell me that I have asbestos hands, so it was 

HOT!) it didn’t shrink and it didn’t felt.  

However, I thought that seafarers might not have the 
time, space or inclination to hand wash their scarves 

Lumpy, bumpy first skein 

Dyed Sulphur Yellow 

First knitted sample 

Hand-washed 
Air-dried 

Machine washed 40o, Tumble-dried 
All three the same sample, just 
photographed in different lights 
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so I washed the sample on a quick 15 degree machine wash, putting it in with a few other 
things so that it would get battered - a sure fire way to felt something. Amazingly it didn’t 
shrink, and it didn’t felt - so I washed it on a 40 degree wash with towels. This time it did 
shrink a bit, but it didn’t felt so I tumble dried it. It shrank a bit more but still didn’t felt so 
this all looked good to me.  

I realised that the amount of shrinkage, (all 
lengthways not widthways) meant that I needed 
to make the scarf longer, but that wasn’t 
difficult.  

Now we do have painful experiences amongst 
us of samples behaving well but full sized items 
not following suit so the next step had to be to 
make more rolags, spin the yarn to match my 
second bobbin and make a full sized scarf. Then 
do all the washing experiments again. (Too late 
I remembered my hackle and had already made 
enough rolags, but I did have a bit of fibre left so 
I couldn’t resist having a go. This actually gave a 
much better fibre for spinning and I was able to spin that to a commercial DK thickness 
without lumps and bumps. However, I don’t think I will be volunteering to do anymore!)  

I had added an inch to each of the three sections of the scarf in the hope that, when it had 
been washed and dried, it would turn out to be the correct length. WRONG! It didn’t felt, 
thankfully, but it didn’t shrink either. Some  ‘lucky ‘ seafarer will have an extra-long scarf 
and maybe he will have an extra big neck for the rib section to wrap around.  

It wasn’t a particularly soft fibre but, once washed, softened and dried, even I could wear 
it so hopefully it will help to keep someone warm on a cold voyage. 

I’m sure that there are lots of much better spinners than me in Guild so I do hope that 
others won’t have ended up with the problems that I had and that there will be a 
wonderful wall of bright scarves at the exhibition and to send on to the Mission to Seamen 
afterwards. Thank you all for joining in with the project. 

Jennifer Thompson 

BIRTHDAYS 

We normally acknowledge birthdays that are happening in the following month 
during our Guild Business meeting each month, Unfortunately we have missed the 
last 3 months, and will miss the next 3 months, So, on behalf of KVGWSD, I would like 
to wish all our members felicitations for their birthdays. 

 

Final 
completed 

scarf 
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SHETLAND 

MEMBER’S LOCKDOWN NEWS/TALES 

Christmas Greetings From Pam Caine 

Hello to all KVG members and hope that you and your families are staying well, warm and 
busy. 

When I set out to make a few masks in the spring I thought it would be relatively short 
lived and wasn’t even sure they would be used. Who would have thought I would now be 
making Xmas versions and getting requests from the older grandchildren for more for 
school. I am now onto my 66th mask and have to say I am a bit disappointed at how little 
difference it seems to have made to the size of my stash of fabric. I had hoped the storage 
boxes would be rattling by now.  At least not being able to visit quilt and craft shows has 
meant that the stash hasn’t grown much either! 

I have decided I no longer need to feel guilty about my impulse buys - I have been very 
grateful over the past few months to have an infinite choice of fibres, fleeces, fabrics and 
haberdashery stocks to raid close at hand. I am sure I am not alone.  

I have also recently found the time to write up some holiday journals originally scribbled 
on bumpy tour buses. I am currently halfway through the rather wordy 30 day tour of 
Australia and as I finish each day I really feel as if I have been back there for a little while 
in the sunshine. I guess this is what they call “armchair travelling” (or perhaps office chair 
travelling) but it does seem to work surprisingly well in the absence of the real thing. 

Stay safe, Pam Caine 

Christmas Greetings From Sue Davies 

I don't know about you, but I am finding it difficult to believe that Christmas is less than a 
month away and it will be December next week. I have yet to get inspired to do my 
Christmas Shopping and write my Christmas cards. I am very much looking forward to the 
Guild Christmas Meeting on 5th December to catch up with those of you who have been 
able to negotiate the vagueries of Zoom. I have now been dragged into the 21st century 
and am using video for my work and Guild Meetings. It's fine as long as nothing goes 
wrong. 

I have also been trying to work through my stash; I think it will be an impossibility to use 
all the stuff I've got unless I turn into a cat with 9 lives. I have learned to knit socks this 
year and I think I have made 3 pairs so far. Despite my huge stash I ordered and have now 
received some Christmas Sock Wool which I look forward to using. I bought it so that I 
could make a pair of socks for a friend in Taunton (she has size 9 feet); panic is now setting 
in as I realise that I have very little time if I am to get them in the post for Xmas. I also 
thought I might make a quilted hot water bottle cover and quilted mug cozy. Perhaps I'm 
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being too optimistic. Anyway, if I don't finish them on time they'll do for next year's 
presents. 

I have very much enjoyed the Guild Zoom chats, particularly seeing what people have been 
crafting. I find it so inspiring to see the level of skill our Members have; I have also picked 
up some good web-sites. 

I hate to raise the T word from across the Pond. However, I thought I would just share a 
little joke with you; 

"Nelly the Elephant contracted Corona-virus (Aaaaaaaaaaah Shame) 

One of the other animals from the Circus asked her how 
she had contracted it. 

Nelly just hung her head, and replied "Trump, Trump, 
Trump". 

Well, that's it from me for the time being. Wishing you all a very Happy 
and Safe Christmas, and a Peaceful and Productive New Year. 

Take Care of yourselves, Sue Davies 

Lockdown - time to reflect and plan from Nicky Duncan 
Due to work and family commitments I’ve had to hide my looms away for a while - they’re 
much too distracting! 

It’s not a problem though, I’ve had time to reflect on what I really want to weave when life 
goes back to ’normal’. 

The Autumn daylight saving and the 
cooler weather have made the evenings 
lovely and cosy; with the fire lit and the 
beam of my reading light in perfect 
position, I've been enjoying learning 
more about weaving, Scotland’s Isles, 
remote landscape and tales of life in 
wild places. Shetland is beckoning so I’m 
hoping that 2022 will be the year that I 
get to visit during Wool Week. There’s 
no better time to take stock, dream and plan than in these strange times we’re living 
though.  

The Zoom chats have been such a wonderful way to keep in touch with kindred Guild spirits 
- when I think of all of the conversations that we’ve had over the last few months and it’s 
been remarkable how diverse our discussions have been and how inspirational some of 
the discoveries have proven to be. You can find a long list of links via the web site home 
page to either remind you or to discover afresh. 

Shetland Calling, from ‘November Notes from Shetland’ 
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With very best wishes to all of you for a happy and healthy Christmas and here’s hoping 
that 2021 will give us an opportunity to meet again in person and maybe even have one of 
our legendary shared lunches!. 

‘What I have been doing’ from Janet Dunbar 
Everyone who has been keeping an eye on the Guild 
website will know that I have been engaged on a 
Sockathon since March with an objective of knitting 
8 pairs of socks before 1st November.  I decided to 
learn two new techniques, Toe Up Socks using the 
magic loop technique on a circular needle (I had 
previously only knitted on four needles, top down).  I 
find this new method much easier than the 
traditional one and can now knit a sock without 
reference to the pattern.  Having completed my 
challenge, I am finding it difficult to stop so pair 
number 9 is about to finish, and pair number 10 is all 

ready to go.  I may need a new piece of furniture to accommodate them! 

I have also been pursuing a long-planned desire to take some formal art classes.  I took a 
couple of courses at Ardington Arts, one via Zoom in May and another in person in 
September.  Although I really enjoyed them, it has made me realise that I should really 
start an in-depth course to improve my drawing techniques which I am now hoping to 
complete over the winter.  Hopefully, when the spring comes and we can get out more I 
will be better prepared for a year of productive sketching... 

RUTH SAVED MY SANITY DURING LOCKDOWN 2.0  from Katrine Moore 

The name Ruth means ‘companion’ or ‘compassionate friend’... and her old loom has 
definitely been my friend during this last month.  

I saw her message back in October “Four Shaft Harris Table Loom for sale – Metal 
heddles  – 30 inches wide” and decided to go for it. I cannot thank this amazing lady 
enough for the opportunity to look after her loom while I spend hours and hours learning 
how to weave. 

Although I’ve been translating manuals for an Italian producer of industrial weaving 
machinery since the early 1990s, I’ve 
never actually got around to having a go 
myself, until now. I met Lynne and Jennifer 
at the Guild’s 2019 exhibition at the West 
Berks Museum and was inspired to join 
the Guild at the end of the year. A local 
farmer had given me a couple of Herdwick 

Sock pairs 
5 and 6 

Plain weave sampler 
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fleeces, so I started trying my hand at spinning. Perhaps not the best choice of wool! Still, 
I’ve now got a lot of itchy, unevenly spun wool awaiting its turn on the loom to create 
goodness only knows what. 

But back to what I’ve been doing during 
lockdown... Getting the loom home, it was 
surprisingly quick to work out what was what, 
but the actual warping took me a good few 
days, with a few false starts and hours 
watching videos on YouTube. Luckily, no 
tangles or wasted wool, though that wouldn’t 
have mattered, as I was using some boring 2-
ply green wool from my stash. I began by 
playing around with plain weave using some 
vicious orange wool I found in a charity shop 
for the weft, which clashes terribly with the 
warp. 

Then I discovered twill. Wow. A whole new universe. So many variations. I immediately 
decided to use the remaining warp on the loom to weave a tartan scarf (!) so had to cut 
some of the green warp threads so I could change the colours, again using some old wool. 

During the second half of lockdown I’ve woven 
a shawl to practice a simple rosepath twill using 
(forgive me one and all) a couple of balls of 
acrylic bought in a local discount store. Got into 
a rhythm, threading the heddles, 1-2-3-4, but 
then realised when almost finished that it 
should have been pointed twill, 1-2-3-4-3-2. 
Stupid mistake. The stretchy yarn caused a few 
problems with tension and stop marks, 
compounded by inconsistent winding on, but 
I’m quite pleased. It’s definitely wearable in the 
evenings. I particularly enjoyed doing the fringe 
to finish it off. A proper fringe twister is now on 
my to-buy list, along with a finer reed.  

Selvedges do not bear close examination. I’m still getting to grips with the right number of 
threads per reed dent, tension, floating selvedges, etc. Not having stones with holes like 
Nicky, I tried using washers, but then opted for some old German coins in plastic 
photographic film canisters (remember them?) to keep the extra coils of warp taut. 

I’m now attempting a twill sampler, still using the ghastly orange, plus red and some 
pink/orange tweed wool I picked up somewhere. Getting to grips with weaving drafts and 
converting tie-ups to lifting plans has been a bit challenging, but again, a great way to 

Tartan warp 

Rosepath Shawl 
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exercise the little grey cells. I take my hat off to all you ladies who create such wonderful 
woven items. It’s a real science, so much to learn and bear in mind. And all that counting 
of threads! A brilliant way to keep sane (or not).  

Once again, thank you Ruth for sharing.  

My Latest Project from Jan Partridge 

Here is a photo of my latest project using up 
my stash! I used brown raw silk with green and 
cream cotton also reclaimed sari silk. Then 
used a pillow for the filling 

We are on strict shielding but managing ok and 
keeping well 

Christmas blessings if it is not too early 

 

Hamish Spins a Challenge 
After thoroughly enjoying spinning outside during the Tour de Fleece in Lockdown 1 
Hamish found spinning inside in the cooler weather was more of a challenge but he enjoys 
a challenge and thus was delighted to be asked to join the Arbonites team for Britspin - 
The British Wool Spinning Marathon. Each year this event aims to raise money for a charity 
by requesting a nominal amount for entry and this year’s charity was the RNLI.  The 2020 
event took place from 9pm Wednesday October 14th until 9pm Sunday October 18th. 
Although this is apparently just for fun, points are award for the various events and the 
team came second last year so the competition was on!   

Team Arbonites was one of two teams sponsored by John and Juliet Arbon out of a total 
of 13 teams of ten taking part and thus we each received a lovely amount of fluff in a bright 

orange/ yellow/ dark blue mix based 
on a photograph sent to them by our 
team captain Hilary.  This arrived in 
plenty of time for us to prepare it and 
Hamish split his into pale, medium and 
dark hues ready to spin worsted. 

Hamish’s first challenge was to spin up 
50g of as many different breeds as 
possible.  Delving in his stash Hamish 
found he had enough Hebridean, 
Wensleydale, Shetland (of course), 
Merino, Milksheep (absolutely 
gorgeous) and Soay (never ever 

Jan’s Latest Project 

All sorts of skeins 
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again!).  Another challenge was a gradient skein and Hamish used the different  colours of 
the Shetland to do this. 

A bingo card of 17 different challenges was to 
be tackled next including spinning in pyjamas, 
spinning wearing gloves, spinning blindfold 
(which was easier than he expected) and 
spinning with a DIY tool - Hamish chose a 
screwdriver.  Spinning with “a fibre new to you” 
was more difficult as Hamish has tried anything 
he could get his hooves on so he decided on 
spinning paper.  He had both Christmas tissue 
paper and loo roll to hand, so both were 

tackled.  Photographic evidence was required of each Britspin challenge and some of the 
photos were very amusing especially where people had done several challenges at the 
same time e.g. blindfolded, be-gloved, outside and wearing pyjamas.  Points in this event 
could only be awarded for a completed bingo card. 

The weakest event for Hamish was “The Sprint” 
in which he had to spin and ply as long a length 
as possible in an hour.  This was his downfall 
last year as he did not spend long enough on the 
spinning and ended up with time left after the 
plying. When the results came out Hamish 
appeared to have been disqualified this year 
but when he asked what he’d done wrong it 
transpired that the top 25 entries were 
considered.  Hamish came 26th! 

Another way of gaining points for the team was 
to show examples of new skills.  In this Hamish 
chose spinning with British angora which was quite short and his paper spinning which was 
quite challenging in the short amount of time available.  His most challenging new skill, 
though, was spinning bog cotton.  This was something that Hamish had been told many 
years ago that was not possible to spin but he’d seen a pair of wedding stockings made 
from it in Stromness Museum so.....  The preparation was challenging but Hamish found 
the actual spinning very difficult as the fibre is so very short and very flyaway so he only 
managed a short length, how on Earth did they spin enough to make a pair of fine, 
beautiful stockings.  This is something Hamish will need to do more of as he will not be 
beaten! 

The rest of the weekend was taken with spinning the greatest length possible and Hamish 
worked his way through the John Arbon fibre for this.  All the yarn had to be skeined, 
measured and the results handed in by 9pm on the Sunday evening. Also needed were the 

Hamish and Maggie spinning in pyjamas! 

Hamish spinning blindfold with gloves! 
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completed bingo card, evidence of new skills learned, sprint results and two photos of “joy 
in BritSpin” showing what you had enjoyed most.  The lengths of the spinning had to be 
sent to the team captain who counted up the entire teams offerings for the Britspin 
moderators.  Unfortunately, one of the Arbonites team members was rushed into hospital 
(she is, thankfully, recovered now) so the Arbonites had to compete as a team of 
9.  Hamish’s total meterage was 3930m (2.3 miles) the team’s was 43705 (36.4 miles) and 
the total spun by all the teams was 222 miles. 

It was only “for fun” but virtual certificates were handed out and the 6 day wait for the 
results was nerve wracking but...... the Arbonites won!  

Walking to raise money for Berkshire Air Ambulance – Ruth Saunders 
Back in June this year, Ruth Saunders turned 104 years old.  Normally she would have a 
BBQ in her garden with friends and family, however that wasn't to be, and instead the local 
paper sent her birthday greetings as did the Meridian TV news, as well as the Newbury 
Mayor personally giving flowers all in the first lockdown Ruth was very pleased with the 
celebrations, however, in August, after seeing Sir Tom Moore doing his walking for the 
NHS, she thought “I could do some walking too, and raise some money for charity.” So, 

after a talk with a granddaughter and friends, 
Ruth decided to walk 104 laps around the 
housing estate where she lives, equivalent to 
her age in years, to raise money for the 
Berkshire Air Ambulance.  Her granddaughter 
Kate set up a ‘Just giving’ page in her name, in 
September, and Ruth set off sometimes twice 
or three times a day to do her walks. She 
wanted to get her walking done before the 
bad winter weather set in. 

It was not long before the local paper got to 
hear about her charity walking and did a story 
and then the BBC news also wanted to 
interview her and advertise Ruth's walking, 

also the Newbury Mayor came to see her again, and 
all the while kind people were donating money for 
the charity and the money was getting more and 

more. I think Ruth and her family were amazed and pleased how much was being given by 
people. 

The Mayor did a lap with Ruth around the estate, and she mentioned to the Mayor to be 
careful how she walked as there were potholes in the pavements, and she didn't want her 
to trip up, Ruth hoped maybe the Mayor might get them mended!!!  Channel 5 wanted to 
see Ruth too, and then ITV1 also did an interview together with her granddaughter Kate, 
which went out on Good Morning Britain. Then on a Saturday afternoon in October, the 

 

Ruth walking around her local area, 
watch by an air ambulance paramedic 
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Berkshire Air Ambulance turned up 
with their ambulance to give Ruth a BIG 
Thankyou, and gave some of the 
neighbours concerns to see an 
ambulance outside her house 
wondering if she was ill.  

With the end in sight, Ruth completed 
her 104 laps and decided to do a few 
more to complete the amount for a marathon, By 
the beginning of November Ruth went to Newbury Racecourse and created her last bit of 
walking for the TV cameras.  Both BBC1 and ITV1 were there to film her, for their prime-
time news slots.  

She was quite the Celebrity, and well deserved every bit of her achievement. I'm very 
proud of her and am sure many of her family and numerous friends are too.  When asked 
what she was likely to do next, maybe a parachute jump, she emphatically said, no 

thankyou!  She just wants to do her coffee 
mornings at her house - hopefully next year when 
all this pandemic has gone away. The Air 
Ambulance service has put a half page advert in the 
Vogue Magazine with a photo of Ruth, and she tells 
me that shortly the local MP, is to give her an award 
from Downing Street.....I wait to hear about that. 

Ruth is a very remarkable lady and I hope she can 
carry on doing her walks and staying fit and healthy 

for as long as possible.  Ruth has managed to raise a staggering £39,000. An incredible 
amount for a 104 year old. Daphne Burgess 

I first met Ruth while she was visiting my mother in law many years ago, they went to the 
same school. We had similar interests in crafts: Spinning, Weaving, knitting cooking, 
gardening the list goes on, and she is independent! There is no such word as can’t do 
something! Ruth will have a go. She is much younger than her years, keep’s me on my 
toes! 

With the pandemic coffee mornings were not allowed and I couldn’t do ‘Keep fit’ with her 
because I wanted to keep her safe! 

Whilst walking around the block, she had the idea to walk for the Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance charity, 5 walks = 1 mile weather permitting 3 or 4 a day! at 104 she walked 
faster than the press with the camera, he slowed her down!! I often asked her how she 
was feeling & even though she has completed the marathon now (Celebrations in the 
paddock at Newbury Racecourse) she is still walking as she feels Fit & Able.  

 3 cheers for Ruth an inspiration to us all! Sylvia House 

Success! 

Ruth being interviewed at the racecourse 
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A few words about the Pandemic – Anne Reddan  
My first year of guild membership has been enjoyable, despite spending so much time in 
lockdown.   I was lucky to join the beginners’ weaving course with Rosie and to learn how 

to warp front to back, this is now my 
favourite way of warping.  I enjoyed the 
company, the tea and the biscuits and 
would drive home feeling happy and 
inspired.   

At guild meetings I signed up for the 
weaving retreat and several workshops, 
which are now on hold though I hope to 
be a better weaver by the time of the 
next retreat.  The silk spinning workshop 
with Sue Hiley-Harris was a real 

confidence booster as I hadn’t much 
experience of spinning different types of silk 

until then.  I enjoyed meeting like-minded people and, along with everyone else, I’m now 
missing face to face contact with others, so I’ve been especially glad to keep in touch 
through the Zoom meetings and Lynne’s newsletter.   I felt welcomed and appreciate the 
efforts of Nicky and Lynne in keeping people connected.   Thank you, and I hope that next 
year we might be able to meet more freely once again.  Wishing everyone a peaceful 
festive season, Anne 

Other Snippets gathered by the Editor 
• Mary Jarvis has been unable to come to Guild meetings 

due to family problems, but she is hoping that they will 
resolve soon. She misses seeing everyone.   

• Jenny Gribble has seen some of the woven mats in use. 
She gave them to her son, who lives in Guatemala, and 
he has been using them on his stand selling Botanical 
gin at an Artisan Market in Antiqua.  

• Sue Owens husband has made her a wool picker.  She 
says it does make the wool easier to put in the Drum 
carder, but she’s not sure she likes it due to the effect 
it has on the fibre. 

• Carol Hubbard is having a go at weaving some 
overshot. 

If you haven’t sent any information about how you are getting on, remember that there is 
another Shuttle in March, and I’d love to hear from you, even if it’s only a couple of lines, 
or a phone call.  Any photos will be wonderful as well, but it helps to have a few words to 
go with them. 

Some Theo Moorman samples that Anne has 
completed in lockdown, post the weaving course. 

Jenny’s mats in use 
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Roy’s Challenge. 
Roy has been looking through old copies of the Shuttle, and in found a wordsearch in a 
copy around thirty years old.  He thought that current members might like to have a try at 
it.  

The original didn’t have a list of words, just the wordsearch.  He and I (Lynne) have found 
36 words that are connected in some way with our core skills of Spinning, Weaving and 
Dying.  There are a few others which we did not count, as the wordsearch is linked to Guild 
skills. 

Roy is offering a small prize for the first person who finds all the words, or the entrant who 
finds the most words.  To claim this you need to send Lynne your list of words.  There will 
be one prize for those who return the list to the email address kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com  
and one for those who return the list to Lynne by post. – You cannot do both! 

 

The final date for both of these will be Jan 31st 2021. 

Some things to make you smile: 
 

 
How does Santa like 

his pizza? Deep and crisp and 
even! 

mailto:kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com
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I don’t like to 
think before I 

speak…… 

I like to be just 
as surprised as 
everyone else 

about what I say 

Where would a reindeer 
go to find his tail? 

A RETAIL STORE 

Never sing in the 
shower!  

Singing leads to 
dancing, dancing 
leads to slipping, 
and slipping leads 

to paramedics 
seeing you naked. 

So remember…. 

Don’t sing!!! 

DIET DAY ONE... 
I have removed 

all the bad things 
from my house, 

IT WAS 

DELICIOUS 

In other News…. 

The seven dwarfs 
have been advised 
that, as of 
yesterday, they can 
only meet in groups 
of SIX. 

ONE OF THEM ISN’T 

         HAPPY !! 

Tips on how to fall asleep 
in a living room chair: 
1. Be Old 

2. Sit on a Chair 

 

At the store there was 
a Big X by the register 
for me to stand on … 

I’ve seen too any Road 
Runner Cartoons to 
fall for that one! 

Well I’ve finally reached the 

WONDER YEARS 

Wonder where my car is parked? 
Wonder where I left my phone? 
Wonder where my sunglasses are? 
Wonder what day it is? 

Why do seagulls fly 
over the sea? 

Because if they flew over the 
bay, they would be bagels! 

A Creative Mess 
is better than 
Idle Tidiness 

Some people won’t 
admit their faults. 

I would - if I had any! 

Young people are 
investing in an invention 
that automatically folds 
laundry….. 

..It’s called ‘THE MOTHER’ 
A Rolling Stone 
gathers no moss……. 

  ….but they do get 
grey hair! 
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CRAFT SOCIALS  
 
 

 

Aldbourne Braid Days 

Aldbourne Braid days are cancelled until further notice at the moment. 

Please contact Sal Shepherd for details. 

Weavers’ Chat 

The Guild weavers normally meet at Speen Parish Hall, Newbury, RG14 1RJ on the last 
Saturday of the month.  Currently we are limited to only meeting online. (See earlier in the 
newsletter.)  It is called “Weavers’ Chat”, but braiders can come with inkles, marudai etc 
and lace makers with pillows as it is all weaving.  In fact all Guild members are very 
welcome to come along to see what we are doing and find out what weaving is all about, 
either virtually, or in reality once the situation changes. 

Moulsford Spinning & Craft Group 

In normal times we meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at Moulsford Pavilion. There 
are usually spinners, weavers, felters, a basketmaker and knitters there so do come and 
join us. For more information contact Linda Scurr  or Rosie Price  

Social Spinning 

This is a regular gathering in a member’s home where you are welcome to turn up with 
your spinning wheel, spindle or whatever! It is always advisable to check with the host to 
ensure that there is no change before setting off. For more information contact Chris 
Fletcher. 

Newbury Crafters 

Newbury Crafters normally meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month at Speen Parish Hall, 
Newbury, RG14 1RJ  from 2 – 5 pm. Come along to this social afternoon with your own 
craft project and meet people with other craft interests for an exchange of ideas. 

For more details contact Sue Davies 

 

 

Website: www.kennet-valley-guild.com 
Facebook: @kennetvalleyguild 

The copy deadline for the March 2021 issue of the Shuttle is 28th February 
2021.  The email address is kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com 

 

All below are currently cancelled, but we hope that sometime in the future they will 
be able to start again.   

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kennet-valley-guild.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2863623ea5654453f9e208d7a8933566%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637163222517877976&sdata=CgqQpDlZTrwrBNu94HaU6Qea50qQ52TpiFSmCc2UXpg%3D&reserved=0

