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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Guild Meeting
AM: Social
Sat 5™ Oct PM: Two short talks by members:
Ecclesiastical Embroidery by Tricia Goodchild,
Braids and Re-enactments by Maureen Taylor
Guild Meeting
AM: Social
PM: Get weaving on the Body-Tensioned Loom: It’s
easy, quick, inexpensive and fun!, Rebecca Connolly
Guild Meeting
AM: Social
Shared Lunch — please bring in items to share, with labels to
say if they meet any special dietary requirements, eg vegetarian
Sat 7" Dec PM: Annual Fashion Show. Bring along items you have made
during the year, wear them yourself, or find someone else to
model them. (N.B. it doesn’t have to be a garment, we’ve seen
skeins, blankets, and other stranger objects modeled in the
past!)
Guild Meeting
Sat 4'" Jan 25 AM: Mini Workshops more details
PM: Mini Workshops } to come

Sat 2"¢ Nov

GUILD MEETINGS

The usual agenda for Guild meetings is:

10.00 a.m. Hall open for sociable crafts
1.00 p.m. Business Meeting

1.30 p.m. Show and Tell

2.00 p.m. Speaker

Some meetings are different, and as such are noted above. Please check so as not to be
disappointed.

Members are requested to follow any requests with respect to social distancing, masks
and similar. Please help your Committee by putting your own and your neighbour’s chair
away at the end of the day.

The Speaker and Workshop Team



CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Hi everyone. I'm hoping everyone is enjoying the holiday period and some sunshine here
and there.

Since | last wrote to you, | have of course been helping my daughter prepare for her
wedding in October. We have been all over the place buying things for the big day. We
have purchased some lovely, dried flowers for decoration from a warehouse in Stoke, it
was a lovely day out and one of her friends joined us on the trip. We had a really nice
lunch out and a good old girlie day out. We also went to Birmingham to collect a crazy golf
game for the day. As my daughter works for a golf company she can easily get hold of
clubs and balls, it should be good for all age groups to enjoy. We were recommended a
lovely lady to do the alterations on the dress. She is so professional and helpful and has
lots of ideas to help us. She is going to save me any scraps cut from the dress so | can use
them in her fabric book. Her future mother-in-law and sister-in-law came for a weekend
to try bridesmaid dresses and we had a makeup and hair trial. The hairdresser and makeup
girl were fantastic and | couldn’t believe what a beautiful job they did transforming the
bridesmaids and bride. There wasn’t time to do my makeup but I’'m not sure much can be
done for me. I will let them near me on the day though they will have to start early!!

My son organised a surprise for my birthday and got me a ticket for a fabric show at the
Maltings in Farnham. | had a great day browsing and chatting to the stall holders it was
altogether a very enjoyable day.

We have had some family occasions to attend we have many summer birthdays so there
is always some sort of event going on.

The Olympics have been watched in our house and | can’t believe how many events | have
never heard of before have been shown. It’s all very captivating so all my planned chores
around the house won’t get done but they can wait!

Look after yourselves till next time. Pat Christmas

GUILD DEMONSTRATIONS

For details of Guild Demonstrations, please refer to the Demonstrations Folder available
at the Guild meetings or email Stefanie at kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com.

The demonstration year is almost at an end, but there we still have some shows in the
diary. At the moment we will be demonstrating at the following venues.
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e Sat 7*"/Sun 8 Sep: Southern Wool Show, Newbury Racecourse

e  Sat 7*"/Sun 8" Sep: Heritage Weekend, Newbury Museum
e  Sat 21%/Sun 22" Sep: Newbury Show, Newbury Showground
e Sun 29t Sep: Apple Pressing Day, Richard Jeffries Museum, Swindon

If you would like to attend a Guild demonstration day, please sign up in the folder or
contact the Demonstrations Secretary by email (kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com).

It is essential that the Demonstrations Secretary knows that you will be attending to
ensure that you are covered by Public Liability Insurance. Please note that the KVGSWD
will under no circumstances be responsible for any theft, loss or damage caused to B. This
includes use of such equipment on Guild demonstrations. Each Guild Member will be
responsible for their equipment. They should check their own house contents insurance
policy to see if they are covered for use of their equipment anywhere outside their homes.

Stefanie Rachmann-Davies, Demonstrations Secretary

SHOW-AND-TELL

There was no Show and Tell in August due to the Mini Workshops and the Commemoration
of passed friends.

June Maureen Taylor has been busy with her rigid heddle loom. She showed us her
progress with three lengths of cloth all in shades of blue and white showing three
different check formations. Maureen used yarn from her stash — acrylic,
acrylic/alpaca and acrylic/wool.

July Jennifer Thompson showed us a knitted shawl from a pattern she bought from
the Southern Wool Show. Alpacas Geronimo, Stanley and Maverick supplied the
fibre which was spun by Jennifer. Luckily it was a local supplier as Jennifer ran out
of yarn within a whisker of finishing but was able to contact the alpacas owner to
get more fibre.

Jenny Smith created a commemorative banner for Aldbourne Memorial Hall to
complement their soldier silhouettes. Using her inkle loom she produced a braid
of the ‘Poem for the Fallen’ with black lettering on a white background. The poem
was enclosed in a red and gold border and Jenny added a crocheted poppy. Jenny
had challenged herself to make 100 poppies at a craft group she belongs to. The
poppy on the Aldbourne banner was number 101!

Apologies for the lack of photos of this month.
Lynne Bond


mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com

GUILD TROPHIES

No trophies have been awarded since the last Shuttle
Upcoming Trophies
October 2024: Hawkridge Trophy
December 2024: Christmas Trophy
Hi everyone, just a quick reminder about the next two trophies.

In October we have the Hawkridge trophy. Previously this has been presented for an item
made from Jacob fleece. However, it seems that very few of our members use Jacob, so
we have decided to award it for an item made from any British fleece. This is a very open
competition, and the item can be a spun skein, something woven, something knitted or
crocheted, a felted item, wet felted or needle felted. Totally your choice. Of course we
would love it if we had loads of entries made from Jacob but look forward to seeing the
things that you can make with any British fleece.

The second trophy is our Christmas trophy awarded at the Christmas meeting for the
members choice from our annual fashion show. Please come prepared to model your
item, whether it is a garment made from your hand spun, a woven item, a dyed item, even
a skein of yarn worn as a necklace. Surprise us!

Jennifer Thompson

Welcome to New Members.

Welcome to the following member who has joined the Guild since the last Shuttle
was published. Watch out for them at meetings, and please talk to them and
introduce yourselves to them.

| Rosemary Derwent

GUILD TALKS and WORKSHOPS

Our team has made a start, and, as you will see on Page 1 of this shuttle, we have
everything planned up until January. We are in the process of sorting out talks and
workshops for 2025 at the moment.

There will be workshops in January 2025, although at this point the individual workshops
have not been identified. We are too busy recovering from August! The August workshops
were successful, and thanks must be given to all of the tutors who gave their time and
expertise to provide an excellent day. If you have skills that you would like to share for the
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January workshop, please let me know by email, or catching me at meetings. If you have
some ideas of mini workshops you would like to attend — maybe ones that we have already
done, but that you were unable to attend for some reason — then let me know about that
as well. Please remember that the mini workshops are only 2 hours, and this limits quite
severely what projects can be undertaken.

As mentioned last time, if you have suggestions for either speakers, or full workshops,
please let any of the team (Anne Reddan, Jennifer Thompson and myself) know. We are
meeting up quite regularly to confer on the situation to ensure that we don’t let the ball
slip on chasing up possible speakers/workshops —it’s also a good excuse for a coffee at our
local café!

Lynne Harper

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2025

We have now reached that time of year when we remind you that we will soon be
collecting membership fees for 2025. This will begin at the October 2024 Guild meeting.

The membership fees for 2025 remain at the 2024 level and are:
Individual: £21 Family: £26 Senior Citizen: £16

Details on how to pay, and copies of the membership form will be sent out via a Guild
email before the 15t Oct. Please check your emails regularly.

ARTICLES
July Meeting: Foraging for and Dyeing with Funghi

Liz Carron Heal’s introduction into the world of dyeing with funghi came about partly due
to her prowess as a judge of sloe gin. Having briefly appeared on TV judging sloe gin in
2009 she became the go-to person in her locality for every fete or show with a sloe gin
category. On one such occasion she found herself judging alongside John Wright, a well-
regarded forager and brewer from the River Cottage series. Talking with him about her
interest in natural dyeing and spinning he asked if she’d ever tried dyeing with mushrooms
and offered to take her foraging to find the best mushrooms for the job.

Liz started spinning in 2011 and dabbled with natural dyeing with the aid of a few useful
books (online information that we all take for granted today was not so readily available
then). One book that piqued her interest was ‘The Rainbow beneath my Feet’ by Arleen
and Alan Bessette which detailed the techniques for collecting and dyeing with
mushrooms along with many colour photographs of the funghi and the colours that could
be produced by them. Unfortunately, Liz soon realised that most of these were only native
to the US especially those producing the vibrant colours she desired. After a few half-
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hearted experiments with local mushrooms which gave disappointing results, she shelved
the idea until that meeting with John Wright.

The founder of modern mushroom dyeing was American artist Miriam C Rice who wrote
several books on the subject and founded the International Mushroom Dye Institute to
encourage the use and development of mushroom dyes. She also helped with the
formation of The International Fibre and Funghi Symposia biannual meetings of artists and
scientists around the world. Liz was lucky enough to attend one of these in the US in 2022.
She showed us an array of colourful samples that she came back with as well as some
interesting packs of dried mushroom dyestuff. There is a Facebook group called
Mushroom and Lichen Dyers for sharing expertise.

Liz explained the rules of foraging both legal and ethical. The Countryside Act states that
foraging the 4F’s (fruit, foliage, flora and funghi) from common land is acceptable so long
as it is in moderate amounts for personal use only. There are four rare funghi which are
protected under the Act and a few others on an endangered list. The mushrooms we see
growing out of the forest floor are just the spore-carrying bodies springing up from a much
larger underground network, the mycelium, of the funghi.

Ethically the rules are:

e Know what you are picking.

e  Only take 1/3 of what you see

e Avoid picking very young or very old specimen
e Respect the environment.

On the first point Liz explained that identifying funghi can be done by studying their spore-
bearing surface and by making a spore print.

In the UK the mushrooms most useful to dyers are called Webcaps or Cortinarius. These
are poisonous so should never be eaten. Liz collects and dries these in the autumn until
she has enough to dye a batch of wool. Cortinarius semisanguineus yields a red dye which
Liz demonstrated by putting just one dried specimen in a disposable cup of boiling water.
The result was instant giving a deep red colour which would be light fast on mordanted
fibre. She also collects a bracket type fungus called Phaeolus schweinizii, also poisonous,
which gives a deep mustard yellow colour. Along with samples and notebooks Liz showed
us a knitted shawl with a border of mushroom dyed wool in several colours. A cardigan
with a fairisle style border depicting a row of mushrooms is a work in progress which will
be completed when more dyeing is done. Mushroom foraging and fibre dyeing has to be
fitted in around Liz’s busy life as a theatre nurse.

This was a fascinating and informative talk given by someone who obviously has a passion
for the subject and is happy to share it (though not the location of the mushrooms on her
patch!). Thank you Liz.

Lynne Bond



August Meeting: Mini Workshops.

August saw the hall and courtyard full of members being busy with one or other of the
workshops, along with the usual social spinning and chat in the hall, and in the foyer.

Yet again our members came up with interesting and enjoyable crafts. There were a
couple of the subjects that were new to many, and this was obvious by the number of
members signing up for these workshops.

The morning workshops started fairly promptly, and everyone was very absorbed in their
projects that the end time was not as prompt!! It was mainly the call of food that caused
the workshops to finish.

Unfortunately, although requested, little input was received from the various participants,
so some of the descriptions below are a little minimal, as the Editor was only able to have
a brief glance at what was happening in the sessions. There is more description of a couple
of them in Linda’s ‘ramblings’ later in the magazine.

Needlefelting: Jennifer managed to run the workshop that she had been unable to runin
January due to illness. Within the 2 hours most participants managed to complete a
small 3-D bird.

Pine Needle Baskets: Tricia managed to intrigue a lot of members with this subject, and
there were a large number who were trying their hand at creating baskets with Pine
needles. The needles were longer than | had expected but still not as long as would
be available in the US, where this craft originates. | had expected it to be weaving
with one needle at a time, but actually involved several pine needles held together
and then bound in a circular manner to form a basket.

Bobbin Lace Keyrings: Another workshop with Bobbin lace. This project was a little quicker
to finish than those in previous workshops, and involved creating a small keyring, with
beads added to taste. One was finished during the workshop, the other two almost
finished, and the pillows taken home.

Kool Aid Dyeing: Vivid colours were to be seen in the courtyard as various fibres were dyed
using Kool Aid powder. The results were very impressive, but it does make one
wonder what the drink would do to ones ‘insides’ if it does this to the fibre!

Moving around during lunch, the afternoon sessions were prepared, but start delayed a
little by the commemoration of past friends. When we did manage to start participants
enjoyed the afternoon subjects.

Nalbinding: This ancient Scandinavian alternative to crocheting and knitting was popular,
with many participants. It provided some interesting results. The technique is
achieved using a needle, usually wood, but large plastic needles were used with great
effect.



Tunisian Crochet: This crochet method was introduced to participants. It is different from
normal crochet and knitting in that you don’t turn the work after the first row. This
speeds up the generation of fabric over both normal crochet and knitting.

Kumihimo: Another chance to try making braids with a cardboard kumihimo disk, with the
chance to try the same braid on a Marudai.

Flower Pounding: A Victorian craft involving taping flowers face down with masking tape
onto mordanted material and then hitting them with a hammer. This transfers the
colour from the flowers onto the material, resulting in a representation on the flower
clearly visible on the material. All were asked to bring a towel, a wooden board, and
a hammer. The towel was needed to be underneath the board, in an attempt to keep
down the noise of the hammering. In view of the noise this was done in the courtyard,
but even that was not enough. The members doing other workshops suffered from
the hammering noise, so shut the doors on the pounders!! All enjoyed this, and the
chance to take out any frustration they might have had by hammering on the poor
innocent flowers!

I must thank all of the workshop leaders for all the hard work involved in preparing these
sessions, both in the preparation beforehand, and in running the sessions on the day.

Lynne Harper

Mordanting Cellulose Fibres

At the flower pounding workshop we were asked how the cotton squares had been
mordanted and as there wasn’t a handout, I’'m including some notes here. The general
recommendation is to use 10% aluminium acetate to 100g of fabric and 5% cream of tartar
to 100g fabric, however the book we referred to suggested a greater ratio of chemicals to
fibre.

Caution: before you start handling the chemicals it is essential to wear a safety mask, eye
protection and protective gloves. A long sleeved too would also be a good idea as
Aluminium acetate powder is extremely fine and can cause irritation to the skin.

1. Weigh out dry cotton fabric, | used 200g, soak in water overnight, stir well to ensure
there are no air bubbles and keep submerged.

2.  Weigh out aluminium acetate, | used 25g for 200g fabric, dissolve in hot water and
add to a pan of water.

3.  Weigh out cream of tartar, | used 20g, mix with hot water and add to the pan.

4. Add wetted fabric carefully to avoid unnecessary creasing, bring to a simmer and hold
at this temperature for around 40minutes, stirring regularly to ensure an even take
up of the mordant.
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5. Take the pan off the heat and leave to cool overnight.
6. Remove fabric, rinse thoroughly and leave to drip dry. Iron whilst still damp.

Notes:

1. Use a large pan with enough water to ensure the fabric can move freely. This helps
avoid a blotchy take up of mordant.

2. Fine weave fabric gives a clearer image of the plant matter than a coarser weave.

3. The process described above is for cellulose fibres only. Protein fibres are treated
differently.

4. Even with mordant the pounded colours aren’t lightfast.

5. There are other methods of mordanting cellulose fabric and two books have been
listed below.

References

e  Flower Pounding, Linda Rudkin. This is the book we referred to when learning about
flower pounding.

e Wild Colour, Jenny Dean. Pages 44-45 give details of a variety of mordants to use on
plant and protein fibres.

e The Art and Science of Natural Dyes, Joy Boutrup and Catharine Ellis. This is a
comprehensive reference book covering fibres, dyes, mordants and much more.

e A website which is a good source of knowledge for everything to do with dyeing is
www.botanicalcolors.com

Anne Reddan

John Arbon Textiles (JAT) Mill Open Weekend — 8/9 June 2024.

| travelled to North Devon for this weekend calling into Coldharbour Mill in Uffculme on
my way down. If | am travelling a fair distance, then | always try and find somewhere
interesting to call into for a visit and some refreshments — much more interesting than a
motorway service station! It is one of the oldest woollen mills in the UK having been in
continuous production since 1797. | took myself on a tour around the mill and made some
purchases of wool spun at the mill, along with a visit to the café for a late lunch. | would
recommend to anyone who is visiting the area.

For the weekend | stayed in a shepherd’s hut just outside South Molton, a beautiful and
tranquil spot next to farmland with sheep in the neighbouring field.

The John Arbon Textiles open weekend was set across two days and two sites — the mill
itself and the Town Hall in South Molton, a pretty market town in North Devon, about ten
miles from Barnstaple. When | arrived, before going into the Town Hall, | spent some time
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looking around the Pannier Market which is held in a beautiful old building behind the Hall.
In addition to traditional fruit and veg, the stallholders many art and craft makers.

The Town Hall hosted JAT for the weekend with the main hall transformed into a mini
marketplace with all John Arbon yarns, together with other vendors such as Telling Yarns,
Marina Skua, Katie Green Bean, and independent hand dyers using the JAT yarn as their
base. | had a few opportunities to peruse and buy yarn. There were lots of knitted and
crocheted samples on display and worn by staff and vendors to show how beautifully the
yarn works up into a garment. | bought yarn for a colour work vest and a jumper to add
to my ever growing to do list! The local WSD guild were demonstrating too.

Before arriving for the weekend, | had booked myself into a few of the classes and talks
arranged for the weekend. My first talk was by the owners of the mill — Sonja and Helen
— entitled Capturing the Rainbow. It covered the process they use to choose the colours
to blend to make the colour palette that makes up their Yarnadelic yarn range. Followed
by a talk and Q&A with Amanda Hannaford and Becks Stunnel about spinning yarn.

On Sunday | attended a class on drop spindle spinning with Amanda Hannaford. An in-
person class helped me refine my technique, where endless YouTube watching had not
really helped.

This was followed by an excellent lunch in the Town Hall — all staffed by staff from the JAT
Mill. 1 was then taken by minibus to the mill itself for an hour’s tour of the mill.

JAT mill staff gave us a step by step run through telling us how fleece bought from the local
British Wool Board depot, also based in South Molton, becomes the beautiful yarn and
combed top that they sell. The mill does not scour the yarn, nor comb it — this is all done
elsewhere in the UK. The photo shows Laura telling us how Ralph (the gill box shown)
blends six ends of combed top. Depending on the yarn being made, the top will be sent 2-
4 times through the gill box.

My weekend finished off with a talk from Marina Skua, knitwear designer, yarn dyer,
weaver, and promoter of sustainable practices. Marina brought garment samples she had
designed and knitted and woven in her hand dyed yarns. Her talk was inspiring, and her
yarn and samples were beautiful.

Over the weekend there were a number of other talks and classes to choose from. As |
was so close to the North Devon coast and Exmoor, | took the opportunity to visit the
beautiful towns of Instow and Appledore and take a walk around the Tarr Steps in Exmoor.
As an attendee on my own | found everyone welcoming and friendly. | attended the
weekend last year and | am sure | will attend next year too.

Julie Fraser
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A Visit to Longparish Little School.

I had the pleasure of visiting Longparish Little School, a pre-school just a few minutes away
from Whitchurch Silk Mill. Preparing three- to five-year-olds for primary school,
Longparish Little School sits in the beautiful Hampshire Countryside. The children have
inquisitively watched the sheep and noted they suddenly went from large and fluffy to
skinny bodied after being shorn. The guild was contacted to see if we could support
visiting the preschool to talk all things wool and demonstrate how we go from fleece to
fabric.

| took along my wheel, with the various stages of fleece from washed, carded to spun,
allowing the children to have a hands-on opportunity with the various textures. We
discussed how the spinning wheel works, | provided a demonstration, and we talked
through how twisting the fibre creates something really strong — all the children took part
in pulling apart unspun fleece and then trying to tear some spun yarn. It was genuinely
lovely to see how engaged the children were.

We continued the morning by making little sheep figures from pipe cleaners and fleece —
this was hugely popular, and the children were so excited to take their little sheep home
to show their families. After this we explored the classroom for woven fabrics or
materials. We found toy baskets, wickers chairs, curtains and their own clothes. We then
worked in small groups with basic weaving boards to create woven art which will be
displayed in the pre-school —a lasting legacy of the morning’s fun just ahead of the children
moving up to Primary school.

Hollie Gavin

Tips to Keep you Fleeces and Craft Items Safe from Moths.

At this time of year, most of us have chosen and bought our fleeces. It's best to store them
in paper bags, if possible. Then we lovingly spin them up, and knit, crochet, or weave and
article. If you can it’s a good idea to store these wool and similar fibre items in a good
plastic box with a lid.

The last thing we need is the nasty little critters called moths destroy our hard work. The
disappointment to find moths in a good fleece or our crafted garments etc, can be
devastating.

I have found that Lenor Tumble-dryer sheets, or any supermarket own brand, are a good
deterrent, they are usually highly scented and easily slipped into a bag of fleece, or part
knitted item.

Cedar wooden balls, fresh lavender in cotton bags, also, cloves in cotton bags, are also
disliked by moths.
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When the tumble-drier sheets lose some of their potency of scent, then | refresh with any
of the following essential oils which can be bought at Holland and Barrett. Lavender oil,
cedar, eucalyptus oil, all help to keep our precious items, safe from moths. | do hope that
this information will be of some help, especially to our newer guild members.

Daphne Burgess
Other People’s Gardens.

Apart from enjoying my own garden | always enjoy visiting gardens belonging to other
people, comparing notes, getting ideas and leaving with either with feelings of envy or
more appreciative of my own garden.

The first opportunity this summer to visit someone else’s garden was when a friend
suggested a visit to Asthall Manor, a Jacobean Manor House a few miles west of Oxford.
Privately owned it is only open for fifteen days in June and July and we were lucky enough
to visit a few days before it closed again until next year. The weather was warm and
sunny, and we enjoyed a pleasant few hours exploring the gardens. The terrain was varied
with smooth lawns interspersed with steep banks planted with shrubs and flowers with a
branch of the River Windrush winding through the garden at the bottom of a steep,
wooded slope. | especially liked and envied the way in which the countryside to the north
of the property appeared to be an extension of the garden with no visible barrier in
between. All that appeared to separate the garden from the rolling hills of Oxfordshire
was an herbaceous border containing spires of mullein which framed the distant view. It
was a very peaceful and relaxing afternoon and I’'m already looking forward to returning
next summer.

A few weeks later we visited the Fresh Air Sculpture Show, a biennial event held in the
gardens of the Old Rectory at Quenington, which is situated between Witney and
Cirencester. The River Coln runs through the garden adding interest and a backdrop for
some of the sculptures. Flower borders surround the swimming pool, behind this was a
walled vegetable garden with a greenhouse running along one wall. There were paths
through a wooded area leading to the river and around every corner there was another
sculpture to view. My favourite was a row of hand-thrown vessels in colours graduating
from very pale to almost black. For the duration of the event outside caterers provide
welcome refreshments and light lunches in a marquee behind the house and there is a
plant sale near the entrance, with all the plants having been grown on site. This is my third
visit, and it makes for an interesting day out.

The following week | went, with Jennifer, to Frome for the Hidden Gardens Event. Around

forty gardens are open every year over the weekend so there is plenty for everyone to see.

Arriving in Frome we started with a welcome cup of coffee, sitting outside in a glorious

little sun trap. The first garden we visited belonged to a small modern townhouse and

included a greenhouse which was not apparent at first sight. Custom made from sheets
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of glass it was built against the side of the garage, making the plants growing side appear
to be a part of the garden. It wasn’t my favourite garden, but the owners had made
ingenious use of the space they had. My favourite garden soon followed. Belonging to a
Victorian terraced house the owners get on so well with their neighbours that they
removed the dividing fence and thus both had a much bigger outside area to enjoy. One
neighbour grew flowers and the other grew vegetables. At the end of the flower garden
was a ceramics studio and the owner, a retired art teacher had a wide range of items for
sale including mugs, bowl and sculptural pieces.

After lunch we saw two gardens on the outskirts of Frome, both had large gardens sloping
downhill with extensive views south and west. Both were immaculate but as one owner
said, the weeks before had been a frantic round of weeding and deadheading. Our final
visit was to a new community garden. Originally an allotment site, it was destined for
housing, but peoplepower saved the land from being developed on the understanding that
it would be developed and maintained for the community. When | visited last year it still
had the look of an overgrown allotment site but now with new paths laid and vegetation
cut back it looked much more purposeful.

We had a lovely day out and came home tired and happy and both clutching plants
purchased from the Somerset Lavender Farm on the way back.

Anne Reddan

Linda’s Ramblings

I have been busy! April, | started the year going with Rosie to demonstrate at a farm park
in Kent. It is a 200-mile round trip, but it is such a lovely city centre farm where we are
always made most welcome.

Next, | ran the craft tent at the Vintage weekend in May, a wonderful collection of
eccentricity (not talking about guild members here!) all about transport. Steam engines,
classic cars, Daleks, camels, a motorised double bed......

June saw the arrival of 4 beautiful lambs, two white and two black. Lambs are very time
consuming but oh so good for my wellbeing. | am still off work so sitting in a field watching
lambs bounce about is a real tonic. Adding to this | have downloaded the bird watching
app on my phone called Merlin. | have learnt so much about birds and discovered birds
on my farm that | didn’t know were here.

In July | joined Lynne, Meg and Rosie at Whitchurch Silk Mill. It was a lovely peaceful
setting next to the river, watching trout in the mill stream and a family of swans. The mill
kindly put up a marquee for us, but it was PINK! | have nothing against pink, but it did
nothing for our display. Some things were enhanced by a tint of pink, but some certainly
weren’t. | was spinning a nice blue mix of wool and silk which looked a yeuchy, murky,
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purple. It was still a very good display with Rosie, Meg and | spinning, and Lynne weaving.
Guild members certainly know how to put on a good display.

The joy of being at Whitchurch was that most visitors had an interest in weaving. This
meant that there were no ‘sleeping beauty’ quips and a lot of very sensible and interesting
conversations. | enjoyed looking around the mill and bought a bag of silk to spin or craft
with. The mill had a very nice exhibition upstairs. The only downside for me was the lunch,
avery small portion for a very high price and was very disappointing. | have made a mental
note to take my own food if | go again.

July is always a busy time for me. A group of us go to TRAD, a classic boat rally on the river
Thames. We have a great marquee in a prime spot overlooking the river and very close to
the pop-up pub which does incredibly good food and live music. We displayed wood
carving, lace making, chair caning, pine needle weaving and all the usual woolly stuff
spinning, weaving braiding etc. It was another great weekend. Sadly, it clashes with the
Royal Welsh show which means | have to leave halfway through the weekend.

| go to the Royal Welsh Show every year. | entered my sheep fleeces and did very well this
year. 1st with my white fleece and 3rd with my coloured fleece which was 3rd overall out
of 46, just one point below reserve champion. Rosie tells me every year NOT to enter so
many items in the handicraft classes, but | never learn. It is always a last-minute dash to
finish everything. | entered 13 items this year and had Jean competing against me with
her 10 entries. | have to say the judging was a bit ‘off’ this year. .....I am not being a bad
loser. My spoons which | entered as a joke won 2nd prize (I was favourably shocked by
this) and Jean was very hard done by. Her patchwork wall hanging was amazing but wasn’t
placed. It certainly should have been. Jean’s socks were prize worthy too but without
luck. The stewards were up in arms because the embroidery class was won by three pieces
that were not embroidery. Having said that | love entering, it makes me try new crafts. |
won first prize with my first attempt at Pyrography and 3rd with a recycled shirt cushion......

What next?.... Still to come, August sees my local village show and September is Henley
show where in a moment of madness | volunteered to be sheep show secretary................
October will be a return visit to the farm in Kent for their cider event . If you don’t see
Rosie and | at guild in November, we will probably be camping at the farm in Timmyvan
(my camper) sleeping off the cider! And to finish off the year in November | have taken a
plot at Abingdon craft fair.

There has been a fair amount of learning this year. | tried out new skills for my Royal Welsh
entries. Some | will have another go at (Pyrography) and some assigned to the never again
category such as Fimo clay.

| watched a lot of crafts in the rural craft area in Wales, how to make charcoal on a BBQ.
How to make brushes and whip (tie) fibres together strongly by using your feet to tension
the thread. | met up with Brecknock guild members and have ordered some bronze
weaving sticks that they were demonstrating.
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Another highlight of my learning curve were the mini workshops at Guild in August. In the
morning | watched the pine needle weaving. (Watching because my hands still don’t work
in the mornings) This was a very well organised and enjoyable session with most people
making a small pot. It reminded me of making a bee skep years ago but in miniature. Pine
needles were threaded through a tube to keep the thickness consistent and then sewn
together as they spiralled round and round. It is something | would like to have a go at in
future. Thank you, Trisha.

In the afternoon | joined the flower pounding session. This again was a very well organised
session with Jenn, Lynne and Anne guiding us in the technique. Jenny G sat alongside me
to help, very much appreciated, thank you Jenny. We had to take an old towel, hammer
and chopping board. Everything else was provided. The material had been mordanted
with Aluminium something or other and there was a large pile of brightly coloured flowers
to choose from. The flowers were stuck down with masking tape and then whacked with
the hammer transferring a print of the flower onto the cotton. | have been inspired in so
many ways.

Thank you to everyone who has inspired me throughout the year. Thank you to everyone
for their help support and company demonstrating in all the various places we have been
to. And most importantly thank you to all our wonderful guild members for making the
guild so special.

Linda Scurr

Charity Donations

Once again, | have to say a huge thank you to everyone who has made things for Christian
Hope International and the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Our latest parcel went to Romford
last month.

This came with their newsletter.

Thank you so much for your donation of wonderful knitted items we received this week.
We fully appreciate the time and care taken to produce these items which will bring
comfort and hope to those in need. Your parcel of lovely garments has been safely packed
ready to send to Eastern Europe. Thank you for your support again. Trish.

I am hoping that they will be coming to Southern Wool Show to collect our next donation.

| took a knee rug and lots of premature baby clothes to the Royal Berkshire hospital and
they were really pleased. | have started to knit the squares for more knee rugs from hand
spun yarn from Val, Kathleen, Anne and some that Jane Soffe gave me. If anyone would
like to help with this just let me know.
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Thanks also for donations of clothes, bedding, towels, shoes and paracetamol for the
group in Tilehurst who three weeks ago sent another lorry full of things into Ukraine. They
will also be coming to Southern Wool to see us.

I’'m also happy to receive paperback books for Whitchurch Silk Mill to help with their
increased energy bills.

Thanks to you all. Rosie Price

SHEEP BREED WORDSEARCH

The following grid contains names of sheep breeds taken from the 2010 issue of British
Wool Marketing Board “British, Sheep and Wool” book. Where the breed is made up of
multiple words the spaces are ignored in the grid. For example, in the list, “Border
Leicester” is one entry in the grid “borderleicester”. Where the list contains a / between,
words instead of a space, the words are separate in the grid. So, “Poll/Dorset” is entered
into the grid as two separate words, “Poll” and “Dorset”.

When all of the breeds in the list are crossed off, there will be 28 letters left unused. The
letters in these unused squares spell the names of three more breeds. What are the extra
breeds?
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Sheep Breeds in Worksearch

BELTEX BLACKFACE BLACK WELSH MOUNTAIN | BLEU/DU/MAINE BLUEFACED LEICESTER
BORDER LEICESTER BORERAY CHAROLLAIS CLUN/FOREST FRIESLAND
HEBRIDEAN HERDWICK ILE DE/FRANCE JACOB KERRY/HILL
LLANWENOG LLEYN LONK MANX/LOAGHTON | MASHAM
OXFORD/DOWN POLL/DORSET PORTLAND SHROPSHIRE SOAY

SOUTHDOWN TEESWATER TEXEL VENDEEN IWARTBLES

Remaining Three Breeds: , )

CRAFT SOCIALS

Aldbourne Braid Days

The next Aldbourne Braid Day is October 13t". The remaining date for 2024 is December
8™, Both are Sundays.

The cost is £8.00 per head per day. Biscuits, cake and hot drinks are provided free of
charge. Please contact me for directions and so that | can keep an eye on numbers.

Sal Shepherd -

Weavers’ Chat

The Guild weavers normally meet at Speen Parish Hall, Newbury, RG14 1RJ on the last
Saturday of the month from 09.30 — 13.30. The next meeting will be 28" September 2024.
Other dates for 2024 are 26™ October and 30" November. All meetings from 9.30 a.m.
until 1.30 p.m. The final meeting for 2024 will be 30" November from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30
p.m. with a shared lunch. £4.00 to cover the cost of the hall.

It is called “Weavers’ Chat”, but braiders can come with inkles, marudai etc and lace
makers with pillows as it is all weaving. In fact, all Guild members are very welcome to
come along to see what we are doing and find out what weaving is all about.

Please let me know if you are coming so that there is enough milk, biscuits and maybe
cake!

Rosie Price



Moulsford Spinning & Craft Group

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at Moulsford Pavilion from 6.30pm —10pm.
There are usually spinners, weavers, felters, a basketmaker and knitters there so do come
and join us.

For more information contact Linda Scurr or Rosie Price

Newbury Crafters

Newbury Crafters normally meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month at Speen Parish Hall,
Newbury, RG14 1RJ from 2 —5 pm. Come along to this social afternoon with your own
craft project and meet people with other craft interests for an exchange of ideas.

For more details contact Sue Davies

The copy deadline for the December 2024 issue of the Shuttle is 10"
November 2024. The email address is kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com

Wordsearch Answer
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