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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Mon 1st Jan 
Guild Zoom to Welcome the New Year.  11.00 – 12.30 
If you are interesting in joining this, please ensure Nicky Duncan 
knows, so that she can ensure you have a Zoom invite. 

Sat 6th Jan 

Guild Meeting 
January Mini Workshops 
10.30 – 12.30: Morning 
13.30 – 15.30: Afternoon Workshops 
More information later in the Shuttle 

Sat 3rd Feb 
Guild Meeting 
AM: Social                                         
PM: tbc 

Sat 2nd Mar 
Guild Meeting 
AM: Social                                         
PM: tbc 

Sat 6th Apr 
Guild Meeting  & AGM – Shared Lunch 
AM: AGM 
PM: Social 

Sat 4th May 
Guild Meeting 
AM: Social                                         
PM: tbc 

 
GUILD MEETINGS 

The usual agenda for Guild meetings is: 
10.00 a.m.   Hall open for sociable crafts 
1.00 p.m.   Business Meeting  
1.30 p.m.  Show and Tell  
2.00 p.m.  Speaker 

Some meetings are different, and as such are noted above.  Please check so as not to be 
disappointed.  

Members are requested to follow any requests with respect to social distancing, masks 
and similar.  Please help your Committee by putting your own and your neighbour’s chair 
away at the end of the day.   

There will still be some Friday Morning Zoom meetings each month, the precise details are 
arranged each month.  If you want to join any of these, please let Nicky, the webmaster, 
kvgwebmaster@gmail.com know so that she is able to send you an invitation to the 
events. Thank you.  

Anne-Marie Howe, Speaker Secretary 

mailto:kvgwebmaster@gmail.com
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Hello all, 

I hope everyone is well and finding inspiration to try different crafts. 

I watch a lot of YouTube videos and tutorials and am always finding something new to 
learn.  My efforts are not always easy or successful but for me it’s always worth giving a 
try as I often make up my own way of doing things which seem easier for me.  As some of 
you know I have discovered slow stitching quite by accident (YouTube) I love the mindful 
process it helps me to relax and takes my mind off other things!  I love any craft where I 
can use my art yarn and it works very well in slow stitching projects.  Another thing I really 
love about it is that there are no rules, you can keep it simple or try different embroidery 
styles.  I am also very grateful to a few of you who have so generously given me scraps of 
material and, also, I was given a wonderful book covering some ideas to try. 

I am always available for dog sitting for my children.  I usually get the dogs early in the 
morning (not my best time of day) and the day starts with great excitement and running 
wild and playing with our dog who doesn’t really understand playing but he gets through 
day.  Unfortunately, both dogs have been known to escape to our neighbours’ garden and 
Seamus my daughter’s dog quite enjoys escaping through the front door and having a run 
around the cul-de-sac.  He won’t come when called and my lovely neighbours often come 
out to help with dog treats on offer.  He loves a treat and will make one before managing 
to run off before I can get him.  Last time he escaped I threw a treat inside through the 
front door and he actually fell for it, I will definitely try that one again! 

I would like to say our exhibition went very well and a big thank you to Sue Davis, Nicky 
Duncan, Anne Reddan, Meg Crowther and all of our members for hard work organising it 
all, stewarding and producing the most wonderful selection of items produced by you all. 

We had another visit to Sidmouth recently.  I had a marvellous day and found a craft 
shop/centre it’s fairly new to the town and had a lovely selection of wool, fibre and useful 
notions.  They also run workshops and I hope to find out what will be on offer next time I 
visit so I can book a place and try something new. 

I can’t believe that Christmas isn’t far off, I’m not so good at going shopping these days but 
I do like the atmosphere around the shops and like to add to my decorations each year.  
Most of my gifts will be purchased on line and I will enlist the help of my husband when 
he’s not too busy preparing gifts for all the children around the world. 
�������
�������   

I wish you all a happy Christmas and new year.  Keep weaving spinning and dyeing. 

Pat Christmas 
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GUILD DEMONSTRATIONS 
For details of Guild Demonstrations, please refer to the Demonstrations Folder available 
at the Guild meetings or email Stefanie at kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com. 

In 2023 our members demonstrated our skills at a number of shows, including Uffington, 
Southern Wool and the Newbury Show. Much fun was had by all, and our stalls were of 
great interest to visitors; in fact we gained several new members as a result, wishing to 
learn to spin, weave or dye.  

The demonstrating season has finished for this year but we are already organising next 
year’s shows so you will soon have the opportunity to sign up for more demonstrations. 

If you would like to attend a Guild demonstration day, please sign up in the folder (when 
present it should be on the table at the back of the room) or contact the Demonstrations 
Secretary by email (kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com).  It is essential that the 
Demonstrations Secretary knows that you will be attending to ensure that you are covered 
by Public Liability insurance. Please note that the KVGWSD will under no circumstances be 
responsible for any theft, loss or damage caused to personal belongings.  This includes use 
of equipment on Guild demonstrations.  Each Guild member will be responsible for their 
own equipment.  They should check their own house contents insurance policy to see if 
they are covered for use of their equipment anywhere outside their homes. 

Stefanie Rachmann-Davies, Demonstrations Secretary 
 

SHOW-AND-TELL 
September It was a quiet day on the show and tell table this month as many members 

were at the Southern Wool Show.  

Lesley Dunn had participated in the coiled basket workshop led by Pat 
Christmas and has since been experimenting using a cotton cord as the core 
instead of nylon.  She thought this gave a better finish though was a bit 
trickier to use.  The green bowl she showed used 1 metre of cord.  Lesley is 
planning to have a go at making larger bowls as she has two washing lines 
worth of cord to use up.   

Keeping it in the family Lesley’s daughter-in-law Claire Watson has made a 
large, crocheted coronation blanket from a pattern by ‘madebyanita’.  Claire 
is renowned in her family for not completing projects (many of us can relate 
to that I think) so started the project before the coronation and was 
determined to finish it while Charles is still on the throne.  In the event it took 
just 6 months.  The yarn used was King Cole and the motifs on the blanket 
depicted aspects of the King’s life and interests.   

mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
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October Stefanie Rachmann-Davies has finished a large project – a mosaic crochet 
blanket which is a gift for her sister and family.  It is certainly large enough 
for a whole family to snuggle under together.  The yarn is Stylecraft acrylic in 
bright shades of red, orange, yellow and pink forming the background stripes 
with the surface mosaic pattern in purple.   

Anne Reddan and Jennifer Thompson have been experimenting with weaving 
circles on a peg loom.  Anne mixed handspun natural-coloured fleece with 
fleece hand-dyed with woad, alder cones and meadowsweet to make one 
circle and hand-dyed with madder to make another. She thanked Jenny 
Smith for teaching her this technique.  Jennifer used carded ‘mule’ fleece 
which was too coarse for spinning to make a large circular rug on her peg 
loom. Her dog has already laid claim to the rug.  

Hollie, one of our newer members, had three quite different items on show. 
Firstly, a cute sheep knitted from Hollie’s first handspun.  Secondly a pair of 
handwarmers in purple handspun with a bit of added glitter.  Lastly Hollie 
had woven a Kumihimo braid using heavy cotton in two colours which she 
then made into a dog lead.   

November Sue Bramwell showed us what can be achieved with a single skein of 
commercial single-ply yarn.  She knitted a wrap in garter stitch in shades of 
blue and green with a knitted-on i-cord edging. 

Ruth Bradd and Mum Maggy have made an advent calendar in felt with 
numbered pockets in various materials.  They added a handwoven braid to 
act as a hanger.  

Anne Reddan recently came across her first ever piece of weaving, woven 
during a taster workshop with Janet Phillips in 2015.  She decided to put it to 
good use by recovering one of two footstools made originally for her parents.  
The second footstool still has its original cover and is being used as a kneeling 
pad in the garden.  

Sue Malvern showed a 1.5metre long wall hanging she has woven using 
2/100 cotton (very fine!). The warp is in white with the pattern weft in shades 
of black and grey. As there was still some warp left after the main weaving 
was complete, she experimented with some different ideas to use up the 
warp.  Sue has also been experimenting using a fine paper warp on 8 shafts.  
She used various different weft materials in a variety of colours in 
honeycomb pattern. The resulting fabric is surprisingly robust considering it 
has a paper warp.   

Lynne Bond 
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GUILD TROPHIES 
Trophies awarded since the last Shuttle 

Sept 2023:  Chairman’s Trophy Mariana Hunt  
Oct 2023:  Diddy Trophy  Jennifer Thompson 
Nov 2023: Dyeing Trophy  Laura Davey 

Upcoming Trophies 

Dec 2023: Christmas Fashion Show 
April 2024:  June Young Trophy  
 

First of all, thank you to everyone who has filled in the trophy questionnaire about the 
Guild trophies. I have collated the responses and handed them to the committee for 
discussion.  

We have had two trophy competitions since the last newsletter.  In addition to that the 
Chairman’s trophy was awarded to Mayor’s choice of the exhibits in the exhibition.  He 
found it difficult by chose Mariana’s ‘Scrappy’ balls, because he appreciated the result, and 
the fact that some recycling was involved. 

The Diddy trophy is awarded in memory of Meg’s mother and the entries are judged by 
Meg.  I was honoured to win the trophy this year. 

The second trophy awarded was the dyeing trophy and this year it was won by Laura Davey 
for her ice dyed garments.  I had never heard of ice dyeing before, and it looks so 
interesting that I shall definitely have to give it a go.  

I am looking forward to the Christmas fashion show at our December meeting.  I wonder 
who will win the trophy this year?  

Jennifer Thompson 

 

GUILD WORKSHOPS AND COURSES 
There are no full day or weekend workshops planned at this time.  We are still looking for 
a new Courses Secretary at the moment to work to provide some.   

However, Rosie is likely to be running a Beginner Weaver’s course starting in January.  For 
more information on this, please contact Rosie. 

In addition, there will be the normal January Mini-workshops at the January Guild meeting.  
Yet again our members are willing to provide 2 hour long mini-workshops at the Guild 
January meeting.  Each one will cost £1, which will be collected on the day at the workshop. 
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It is possible to sign up for up to two workshops, one from the morning group and one 
from the afternoon group.  You do not have to join in with the workshops, the normal 
Guild social spinning/knitting/crochet/etc. will be going on at the same time.  

It is also possible to sign up for only one.  There will be a limited number of attendees on 
some of the sessions for practical reasons, but there will be a ‘waiting list’ and it is worth 
checking on the day, in case those on the list have been able to appear. Most places will 
be taken after the December meeting, but if there is enough interest, it may be possible 
to repeat them later in the year, so please, sign up on the waiting list if you are interested, 
at either the December or January meetings. 

6th Jan Mini-Workshops: 

Morning, 10.30 – 12.30: 
1. Needle Tatting    Mariana Hunt   
2. Using a Blending Board   Pat Christmas   
3. Macramé    Laura Davey   
4. Circular Peg Loom   Anne Reddan   

Afternoon, 13.30 – 15.30 
1. Needle Felting    Jennifer Thompson  
2. Kumihimo Braiding   Kath Clouston   
3. Triangular Knitting   Sue Davies  
4. Woven Paper Baskets   Maggie Bradd  

I would like to thank all the tutors for volunteering to run these sessions.  Please, if you 
have signed up for one, try to get there, or let the tutor know if you can’t make it.  They 
put a lot of effort into preparing, and it is very bad manners on the participant’s part, and 
disappointing to the tutor, if someone just does not turn up. 

Welcome to New Members. 
Welcome to the following members who have joined the Guild since the last Shuttle 
was published.  Watch out for them at meetings, and please talk to them and 
introduce yourselves to them. 

Jane Berry Marianne Dolan Lynette Newey 
Pat Snook Sarah Stott Jo Tuttle 

 Kim Wakeham  

Welcome back to 
Christine Fletcher Sylvia House 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES 2024 
By the time you read this, you should have paid your membership fees for 2024, but there 
may well be a few of you who haven’t for some very good reason.  If so, please remember 
that without paying the 2024 membership, your membership will lapse on the 31st 
December 2023. 

The membership fees for 2024 are:  
Individual: £21  Family: £26                      Senior Citizen: £16 

Details on how to pay, and copies of the membership form were sent out via a Guild email 
in September.  In case you have lost the email, the details are included here. We accept 
Cash (only at meetings), Cheque or Bank Transfer, although if you are posting/emailing 
your subscription, please send include a membership form. 

The Bank Transfer details are: Sort Code: 30-95-89   Acc. No.  03235047    
Please use as reference the first 2 letters of your forename then your surname 
(e.g. LYHARPER). 

To Pay by Cheque, please make cheque payable to KVGWSD.  Cheques can be posted, with 
a membership form to the Treasurer, Jenny Goss.  Her contact details are on the Guild 
Official list on the inside cover. 

 
 

ARTICLES 

2023 Guild Exhibition, Circles and Spheres – An Exploration. 
Our exhibition took place over three weeks in August and September.  Previously I had 
only visited guild exhibitions but this time, being on the subcommittee I saw it from a 
different perspective.   Regular planning meetings took place from early this year with each 
person taking on a different role.  I had volunteered to organise the stewarding rota, and 
I just wanted to say thank you again to everyone who gave up their time to steward the 
exhibition.  Between us we ensured that there was at least one person present for every 
time slot.   

After several months of planning subcommittee met to set up the exhibition.  Fuelled by 
cake and coffee we spent the rest of the day sorting and arranging the items which guild 
members had made for the exhibition.   Sue and Pat carefully recorded and photographed 
each item together with its packaging so that they could be safely returned to their owners 
afterwards.   I worked with Nicky, and we soon got into a rhythm, agreeing on the 
placement of items to enhance the overall look of the exhibition.   Time flew by and before 
long it was nearly time for the museum to close, but the staff were patient in allowing us 
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time to finish hanging the last few items.  We were all pleased with how the room looked 
when we had finished and several photos were taken, proud reminders of what we had 
achieved that day. 

We each had one or several stewarding slots during the exhibition.  I hope that everyone 
enjoyed their time in this role although I know it was unbearably warm one weekend in 
September which wasn’t easy to cope with.  I found it interesting talking to the visitors 
when I was on duty with Jennifer, they were evenly spaced throughout the day, and all 
were interested and interesting to talk to.  One gentleman started a ‘fill the gap’ and was 
pleased to be able to take it to finish at home.  I wonder if he did. 

At the end of the three weeks we met again to take down the exhibition, it was quite a sad 
moment but the people who came to collect their items were glad to be reunited with 
them.   

I would just like to add a big thank you to everyone who has been involved in the exhibition 
this year, whether making things, stewarding or lending props such as dressmakers 
dummies and display trees and thank you also to the main committee for paying parking 
costs for the stewards, that was very much appreciated. 

Anne Reddan 

From a Guild Member’s perspective: 

As I write this, it seems hard to believe that the exhibition only finished two months ago, 
but that is the case.  The result of two year’s work was set up on the 22nd August, and Anne 
and Nicky did an excellent job of displaying all the members’ exhibits. 

The interpretation of the theme varied very differently from item to item, with examples 
from the mini-workshops, and also from individual’s own inspiration.  

There were a lot of visitors, some making special journeys to see the displays, others calling 
in as they were visiting Newbury by coach, or looking after grandchildren in the holiday, or 
just calling in by chance.  There was much praise, but also surprise that people were still 
weaving, spinning and dyeing.  Many of the children (and some adults) also enjoyed the 
ubiquitous Fill-the-gap cards. 

As always I enjoyed stewarding, although the heat was a bit oppressive at times. 

As part of the agreement with the Museum, the Guild host three drop-in workshops on 
three of the four Saturdays the exhibition is in place.  It is very good of the members who 
give up their time to do this.  There was one on Braiding, one on Spinning, and one on 
weaving.  It is always difficult to plan for these, as there is no knowing how many will 
attend, or for how long.  There is also a wide possible age range. 

The exhibition committee had asked the Mayor and Mayoress to visit, and they managed 
to come on one of the Sundays.  Both seemed very interested in the exhibition, and the  
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Mayor chose his favourite exhibit which was then awarded the Chairman’s Trophy. 

The four weeks went by very fast, and thanks should be given to the exhibition committee 
for all their hard work in organising everything. 

Well, that is another exhibition successfully finished.  Now let’s be ready to start making 
things for the next.  The 2025 Theme will be discussed at the December meeting, and the 
members will vote on the suggested themes.  So, it shouldn’t be long before you know the 
theme, and can start thinking about your entries for 2025.  (20 months is not that long 
when crafting items!) 

 

Newbury Show – 16th and 17th September 

Everyone said how lovely it was to have Newbury Show back, all be it slightly smaller, but 
the organisers had done a wonderful job.  We had a slight hiccup when we went to set up 
on Friday; no tables of chairs, but they had arrived by Saturday Morning.   

We put up the display and had one area of things made from wool from local sheep, 
including Gill’s Jacobs, which people were interested in.   

The day was very busy with lots of families, and we gave out lots of fill-the-gaps to adults 
as well as children.  The same can be said for Sunday. 

I had three lots of people declaring that they hadn’t seen me for over twenty years!!!  
Someone I had worked with, ex neighbour and finally Alison Strong, an ex-member, and 
her sons.  It was lovely to catch up with them all.  Never know who you’re going to see! 

Unlike Saturday, Sunday was WET, but it did mean visitors came into shelter and see what 
we were doing.  The days were long, but really enjoyable.  Roll on next year. 

Rosie Price 

It’s That Time of Year Again 
As September approached Hamish realised “it’s that time of year again” - Shetland Wool 
Week!  This year was a bit different as P decided to come too.  It started when Hamish 
booked business class with BA for himself and P then found they had been bumped off the 
flight when he tried to book their seats.  Of course, BA had gone home for the night. 
Contacting an agent, he was offered flights for midweek - no good as his accommodation, 
car hire and workshops were booked.  Eventually flights for 07:00 the day previous to the 
original were secured at 01:30. Packing was rushed, and no sleep was had as they were 
picked up at 04:30 to get to the airport. Apparently, it is company policy to overbook by 
10%!  Around this time of year accommodation is at a premium but J was able to find 
Hamish a room at his friend’s hotel for the extra night.  As P was with him Hamish had not 
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booked as many workshops as usual which gave them time to spend with J who decided 
to join them for the weekend. 

In 1951 a body was found by two men cutting peat near the A970 at Gunnister, 
Northmavine.  Investigations showed it to be that of a man, now known as the Gunnister 
Man, from the late 17th or early 18th century dressed in woollen clothes which had 
survived remarkably well.  He also had a purse containing 3 coins from the Netherlands 
and Sweden.  The purse is believed to be the earliest example of two colour knitting in 
Shetland.  The actual finds are now in the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh with 
replicas in the Shetland Museum.  P and Hamish booked onto the “Gunnister Man Day” 
with Helen Robertson whose great grandfather was one of the two men who found the 
body.  The day started with a series of talks on the finding of the body, cutting peat and 
the importance of peat preservation by Carol Christiansen from the Shetland Museum, 
Helen’s grandmother (daughter of one of the peat diggers) and two local crofters who 
demonstrated the cutters and methods.  These were followed by a coach trip to Tangwick 
Haa where an exhibition on the finding of Gunnister Man was in place.  Onward then to 
the place marked with a stone where the body was found.  Everyone got out and stood in 
the rain as Helen’s grandmother announced that the stone was in the wrong place and 
pointed out a spot at the top of the hill which was the actual position.  A fiddler had 
accompanied the party and played a lament standing on the peat in the wet as everyone 
stood quietly in remembrance.  As anyone who has been to Shetland will know food is an 
important part of everything, so the group then had a lovely lunch of homemade soup, 
sandwiches and fancies. The afternoon involved knitting a replica of the purse whilst P 
went for a long walk. 

The following day J left to go back to work in Inverness having stocked up on a large chunk 
of his favourite saucermeat (a Shetland delicacy) but wanted to go to the Shetland tea at 
Bigton Hall first.  P was taken aback at the amount of food and particularly at the volume 
of sugary fancies being consumed by the children present as it was his first Shetland tea 
but Hamish and J had a great time as there were several of their friends there and much 
catching up was done.  Raffle tickets were bought as the teas are held in aid of local 
amenities, in this case the local primary school.  Having dropped J at the airport Hamish 
headed to “The Hub” at the museum.  The Hub is open all day every day of Wool Week 
and acts as a social centre and meeting point for the knitters.  Here Hamish was delighted 
to bump into Yvonne Withers and catch up with her news since seeing her here last year. 

As with every year the display of lace knitting and haps took place at Ollaberry so Hamish 
and P headed there before going up to Eshaness to see how much of the cliff had been 
blown away in the winter storms. At Ollaberry Hamish was offered the opportunity of 
learning how to spin by a lovely lady who was so insistent that he eventually had to tell 
her he has 3 wheels at home and can already spin.  Hamish’s accommodation was opposite 
the Lerwick Brewery which was very handy when he and P went to the local music night 
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and brewery open evening.  The fiddle and accordion music was fabulous, beer and gin 
were drunk and toes were tapped well in to the night. 

Hamish had not booked a class at Glansin Glass in Unst through Shetland Wool Week but 
directly and he attended this with two friends, whist P had a day to himself touring 
Mainland.  Hamish made a fused glass wall hanging off a lighthouse and bought a few 
Christmas presents.  It was a glorious warm and sunny day with flat calm seas for the 
ferries. 

The following day broke wet and windy but it was the day Hamish and P had booked a tour 
of Unst, so they met the coach at 07:30 and set off.  Today the ferries were bumpier and 
the ferry between Yell and Unst was a tight squeeze for the coach.  Hamish and P were 
sitting in the front seats and the coach had to move right up to the back of the ferry which 
was quite exciting as all they could see through the windscreen was water!  Once on Unst 
the tour went straight to the Heritage Centre where a fabulous exhibition of lace was being 
held.  Here, too, were several local ladies from the KSWD Guild (the K stands for Knitting) 
and one gentleman knitting and chatting to the visitors.  Hamish enquired as to why there 
was no spinning which was unusual.  He was told that the Guild had not yet got back to 
spinning after covid.  After a lovely morning the tour group adjourned to the hall opposite 
for more soup, sandwiches and fancies - I told you it was all about food!  At this point the 
skies opened so Hamish was unable to walk off his meal with a walk along the beach as 
planned although two ladies walked to the gin distillery and came back laden with bags, 
presumably they caught the ferry up from Aberdeen.  Everyone got back on the coach for 
a visit up the steep hill to Saxa Vord for a scenic view of Muckle Flugga, Britain’s most 
northerly lighthouse.  Unfortunately, the cloud came down and the view was curtailed to 
about 50 feet.  As the coach descended the sun came out but looking over his shoulder 
Hamish saw that the cloud had not lifted from the hilltop.  The final visit was to the 
reconstructed Viking longhouse and Skidbladner, the full size replica of a Viking ship. 

The following morning Hamish had booked a class with Elizabeth Williamson on “The Betsy 
Join”.  This is a method developed by Elizabeth’s family, of joining two pieces of knitting, 
usually lace, not by grafting or sewing.  Hazel Tindall saw Elizabeth’s mother Betsy using 
the method and declared she had never seen it before and that it should be named after 
her.   

The evening found Hamish back at Bigton for an evening of traditional Shetland music, 
poetry and food.  An amusing skit was performed in the Shetland dialect by two “ladies” - 
one a traditionalist who used only Shetland wool in natural colours and the other who 
used only dayglo acrylic.  The former was particular and pulled back any mistakes whilst 
the other just “bodged it”.   Songs were sung with the audience encouraged to join in and 
local folk played instruments and read out poetry.  Hamish and P were surprised when 
Janette Budge came over with a carrier bag of goodies - the raffle tickets bought at the 
Sunday teas had come good with P, J and Hamish all winning a prize.  The following evening 
Hamish had a phone call as he had also won a bottle of Baileys! 
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Hamish’s penultimate day was that of the Makker’s Market at the Anderson High School.  
There was, of course, a cafe in which to have lunch and Hamish and P were joined by 
several friends from Shetland, Scotland and the Netherlands that he meets up with every 
year.  A last visit to The Hub to say “cheerio” to his woolly friends and Hamish was off to 
pack. 

BA hadn’t finished with Hamish yet.  Owing to a lorry getting stuck in a tunnel at Heathrow 
there was no food or drink on the plane south apart from water and champagne!!!  He 
waited patiently with the other passengers at Heathrow for his luggage and there was 
confusion when only some of the luggage appeared.  Enquiries were made and it 
transpired that one of the BA baggage handlers had put half the aircraft’s baggage on 
“domestic” and the other half on “international”.  An hour and a half later the airport 
manager had been called, permission had been given to go through to “international” and 
the luggage had been collected.  As it was now illegal to return to “domestic” everyone 
had to go through customs and Hamish was worried about that bottle of Baileys…….. 

Sent from the woolly corner 

 

Purton Hulks. 
Several of us belong to a fortnightly spinning group in Royal Wootton Bassett and every 
summer we treat ourselves to a day out.  This year, as a change from a visit to Clevedon 
and the spinning shop, we had a day on a narrow boat on the canal.  

We met at the wharf.  Of course, no crafters’ day out is complete without a tasty, packed 
lunch and a bag of small(ish) crafts to work on while floating along.  We were shown to 
our boat and, for someone like me who has no experience of narrow boats, it was a very 
pleasant surprise.  Once I’d worked out my best way to get down the steep ladder, I was 
almost entranced to see the well-equipped cabin.  A bit like a childhood Wendy house.  
The important tea/ coffee 
���������making facilities and, very important for us ladies of a certain 
age, a toilet 
����
����.  Plenty of seating inside the cabin and an outside seating area too.  

Some of our spinning group are also very involved with canal groups and are able to pilot 
the boat, so after the obligatory safety talk, off we went. It was a lovely day and we 
thoroughly enjoyed puttering slowly along, looking at beautiful views, drinking tea/coffee, 
chatting and doing whatever craft we had decided to bring along.  Some of the group even 
had a go at driving the boat.  

We were on the Gloucester and Sharpness ship canal.  For anyone interested the canal 
opened in 1827 and is 86’6” wide and 18’ deep.  It was once the widest and deepest canal 
in the world.  

It runs alongside the River Severn and is higher than the river in places. In 1909, after a 
bank collapsed, the chief engineer, A J Cullis, had the bright idea to scuttle old ships and 
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fill them with concrete to shore up the banks.  This part is called Purton Hulks and that is 
where we stopped for a walk and our lunch break.  

There is a commemorative pillar naming all the scuttled boats and there are plaques by 
each hulk giving details.  Where built, by whom, when and the date they were scuttled.  It 
was a beautiful walk, river on one side, canal and woods on the other. Grasses and wild 
flowers have grown over the hulks over the years and done a perfect job of keeping the 
bank stable. I think that AJ Cullis would be very proud of how successful his idea was.  

After our walk we returned to the boat for lunch where we found hundreds of flies waiting 
for us on the table. Obviously knew we had something delicious in store!  

After lunch our driver turned the boat around and we began the slow putter back to the 
wharf, with a stop at a canal side café to buy the obligatory summer trip ice cream.  It was 
fascinating to see the variety of boats along the canal.  So many that were obviously 
houseboats, festooned with pot plants, sleeping cats, alert dogs, a bicycle or two.  Looking 
quite idyllic on a sunny day.  

So, a very different day out for our group but one that I think we will happily repeat.  

Jennifer Thompson 

Uffington Country Show – 27th and 28th August 

Uffington is always a fun show to attend, although it has had its problems in the past; for 
example with too much sun (great cracks in the ground) or too much rain (cancelled). This 
year was just right.  There was a little drizzle, but basically it was dry, which was a relief, as 
there had been rain just before, and the tracks for cars for unpacking were a little muddy.  
However, we managed to get in and set up, once we sorted tables and chairs.  These were 
missing at the start due to a slight misunderstanding.   

It confuses some people that we aren’t in the craft tent. That is for crafters who are selling 
their products.  We are in over with the animals, and share a tent with the Bee keepers.  
In the past the poultry exhibiters have shared the same tent, but for the last two years 
Avian flu has kept them away.  While it is sad that this is so, I can assure you that ears of 
everyone on the beekeepers’ and on our stands appreciated the absence of the noise. 

We had plenty of room for samples, and for demonstrating.  Anne, Jenny Smith, Jennifer 
Thompson and I went both days, and Angela joined us on the Monday.  There were a large 
number of visitors, and a lot of interest.  This event probably doesn’t gain as many new 
KVG members as others, as it is further away, but we were able to connect interested 
visitors with Oxford, and with Swindon Guilds, as well as our own. 

Visitors were able to try ‘Fill-the-gap’s, have a go at cord winding, weaving and spinning, 
and many did so. We all managed to have a look around the show.  The main ring was just 
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outside our tent, so it was possible to pop outside if there was a show that particularly 
interested. 

All in all, another enjoyable weekend.  If you are able to join in on one of the demonstration 
events, I would highly recommend it.  It’s good fun, and even in the few quiet minutes 
there is the bonus of being able to spin/weave/…. Why not give it a go? 

Lynne Harper 

 

Southern Wool Show - 2nd and 3rd September 

For some of us the show started on the Friday setting up the stand and putting up the yarn-
bombing arrows from the roundabout to the entrance and then inside the site.  It took 
quite a time attaching to fences and the wooden benches, but we were pleased with it as 
was Nick, the show owner, who said he has seen quite a few visitors sitting on the benches 
having their photos taken; “Would we please do it again next year.” 

Saturday was a good day with lots of interest and people revisiting after last year some 
with squares for our blankets.  The New Forest guild came to say hello.  The real highlight 
was the visit of four ladies from Christian Hope International in Romford where we send 
our things for the Ukrainian refugees.  We chatted for a long time and took photos.  It was 
really nice to meet the people I have been talking to for years.  They went round the show 
and had bought several projects by the time they got back.  I was really pleased when they 
said they could take our September donations which I just happened to have under the 
table!  

Sunday was also busy.  Chris Dobson, ex member came to see us and looked very well.  
People sat with us chatted and knitted squares.  Surprisingly people were coming from 
London despite the supposed rail strike.  It is such a lovely show. 

 Rosie Price 

 
From Concept to Cloth:  

A workshop with Sharon Kearley at the Loom Shed, Cullompton 

Following Sharon’s talk earlier this year, I was pleased to find out that she would be leading 
a workshop at the Loom Shed in September.  I travelled there with Jenny Goss.  It was an 
early start but, being a Saturday, the traffic was light and we arrived with time to spare 
which was just as well as the Loom Shed wasn’t easy to find, being tucked away down a 
steep-sided, narrow lane on the outskirts of Cullompton.   It was housed in a former cow 
shed on a cider apple farm, the main part of the building was filled with a forest of floor 
looms and a small kitchen was housed in an extension to one side. 
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After introductions and coffee, we spent a happy couple of hours gathering images, either 
ones we had brought with us or taken from various old magazines.  Then, working in pairs 
we were encouraged to identify any common themes in each other’s images.  This was 
useful as I hadn’t found anything that I would normally have been drawn to and I thought 
my collection of magazine cuttings was just a random set of textures mostly in shades of 
brown and really quite drab, I thought.  However, I was amazed when my partner 
described these images as being like an autumn woodland walk and she could almost feel 
the leaves crunching underfoot!  We were then invited to interpret these themes using 
materials from a random collection of art and craft supplies which took us up to lunchtime.  
Lunch was provided by a local caterer who supplied a delicious bean and mushroom 
casserole with mashed potatoes and and greens.   

After lunch, and more cups or tea and coffee we had time to develop our ideas further 
with different materials.   With only seven people in the workshop, which included Liz and 
Louise who run the Loom Shed, Sharon had time to talk with everyone individually about 
their work and the directions they might choose to follow.  I enjoyed being part of a small 
group, talking and sharing ideas, there was no pressure to achieve particular outcomes, 
the emphasis being on the fact that development of ideas was a continuous process and 
that in the weeks ahead we would have more ideas which we may or may not chose to 
follow.   

At a Zoom meeting a month later, we had the opportunity to talk about our progress and 
show examples of what we had done.  We each had plenty of time to talk, Sharon’s  
feedback was encouraging and I have continued to follow some ideas, albeit a little more 
slowly now with Christmas suddenly not so far away.  

We went with our day’s work and excellent handouts as well, so we all have something 
tangible to refer to.  We were very glad to have participated in this workshop, it was quite 
a long way to go but absolutely worth getting up for at 5.30am!   

https://theloomshed.com  

Anne Reddan 
 

Heritage Weekend at Newbury Museum – 9th and 10th September 

Keeping up our Guild’s links with Newbury Museum, Jennifer, Anne and myself went along 
on the 9th and 10th September to put a demonstration in the Cloth Hall for the Museum’s 
annual Heritage weekend.  Jennifer and I have done this several times now, and it is always 
a really enjoyable weekend.  This year it coincided with our exhibition, which was great, as 
we could send visitors along to the exhibition, and vice versa. 

This weekend is the one weekend a year that the museum opens up the attic above the 
cloth hall, and one of the few times the cloth hall itself is open to the general public.  They 
have to limit numbers in the attic due to health and safety, particularly fire regs, as there 

https://theloomshed.com/
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isn’t a fire exit.  This means there are always museum volunteers at the door, checking on 
numbers. 

We (the Guild) get star billing in their ‘What’s On’ brochure: 

Meet members from the Kennet Valley Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers who 
will show you some of the traditional skills associated with the original purpose of 
the seventeenth century Cloth Hall. 

With that build up we try to organise in such a way that we take visitors through the 
process from sheep’s fleece to finished cloth, and also a little through the development of 
spinning and weaving through time.  Jennifer normally deals with demonstrating the 
spinning, and I do the weaving.  This year we were able to expand to include Dyeing, as 
Anne was there to talk about that.  We try to encourage visitors to look at things in a 
sensible order, so that they get the whole story. 

We get both adults and children, but predominantly adults who are interested in the 
history.  This year the adults included the Mayor and Mayoress, who had been invited to 
see our exhibition by the Exhibition committee.  While there, they came along to see us as 
well.  Both were very interested and spent a good hour with us learning about the various 
steps in the process. 

I don’t know if you remember, now we are in cold November, but that weekend was 
extremely hot.  We felt really sorry for the Exhibition Stewards, as there was no air at all 
in the gallery.  Luckily the Cloth Hall has windows, and we were able to open them.  It was 
still hot, but I was luck enough to be standing next to the open window, and a small breeze. 

It was a long and tiring weekend, but enjoyable.  We received lots of nice comments from 
staff and visitors.  We have already been asked to go back next year.  Unfortunately, it 
clashes with the Southern Wool Show next year, but my bank balance may be pleased to 
know that!!  In addition, the Mayor and Mayoress enjoyed it so much that they were 
talking about doing something similar as part of the council heritage weekend activities – 
but we will have to wait and see about that.  If it happens, we will be looking for more 
volunteers to help, especially if the two are the same weekend.  Watch out for this in 
requests for next year.  It is a great weekend, and the visitors are really interested in what 
they are seeing.  Lots of questions and thinking on your feet, but good fun. 

Lynne Harper 

 

 

 

 

To ALL Members 

Have you been to an interesting exhibition or talk, taken part in a thrilling and inspiring 
workshop, started/completed a project that would be of interest to others in the 
Guild?  If so, then please write a short article about it, include pictures, and send it to 
the editor.  Don’t wait until asked – do it straight away while it is still in your mind. 
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Poppies 

We would like to thank everyone for their very kind help in 
knitting Poppies this year.   We knitted 1,050 poppies.  

The money raised will go to support many Veterans old and 
young who need help after leaving the armed forces.  A very 
big thank you to you all. 

We will be continuing our poppy knitting throughout the year 
and all contributions of crochet and knitted poppies would be 
very much appreciated. 

Rosemary & Keith 

Knitted Arrows at Southern 
Wool Show 

Heritage 
Day in the 
Cloth Hall 

Rosie decided that if she got a bigger trolley, 
and went shopping once a month, she could 

free up more time to knit the charity Squares! 

Uffington Show 
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CRAFT SOCIALS 
Aldbourne Braid Days 

The next Aldbourne Braid Day is December 10th.  The dates for 2024 are not yet fixed, but 
the first one should be in February, keep an eye out for emails with the information. 

The cost is £8.00 per head per day.  Biscuits, cake and hot drinks are provided free of 
charge. Please contact me for directions and so that I can keep an eye on numbers.  

Sal Shepherd 

Weavers’ Chat 

The Guild weavers normally meet at Speen Parish Hall, Newbury, RG14 1RJ on the last 
Saturday of the month from 09.30 – 13.30  The next meeting will be 27th January 2024.  
Other dates for 2024 are 24th Febuary, 23rd March, 20th April, 25th May, 29th June, 27th 
July, 28th September, and 26th October.  All the meetings are from 9.30 a.m. until 1.30 
p.m. The final meeting for 2024 will be 30th November from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
with a shared lunch.  £4.00 to cover the cost of the hall. 

It is called “Weavers’ Chat”, but braiders can come with inkles, marudai etc and lace 
makers with pillows as it is all weaving.  In fact all Guild members are very welcome to 
come along to see what we are doing and find out what weaving is all about. 

Please let me know if you are coming so that there is enough milk, biscuits and maybe 
cake!      Rosie Price 

Moulsford Spinning & Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at Moulsford Pavilion from 6.30pm – 10pm. 
There are usually spinners, weavers, felters, a basketmaker and knitters there so do come 
and join us. 

For more information contact Linda Scurr or Rosie Price 

Newbury Crafters 

Newbury Crafters normally meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month at Speen Parish Hall, 
Newbury, RG14 1RJ  from 2 – 5 pm. Come along to this social afternoon with your own 
craft project and meet people with other craft interests for an exchange of ideas. 

For more details contact Sue Davies 

The copy deadline for the March 2024 issue of the Shuttle is 11th

February 2024.  The email address is kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com 
 




