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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sat 2nd & Sun 
3rd Sep Southern Wool Show at Newbury Racecourse 

Sun 17th Sep Exhibition Closing Day 

Sat 7th Oct 

Guild Meeting   
AM: Social                                         
PM: Intertwined: Basketry and textiles by Mary Crabb 
See https://www.crabbbaskets.com to see more about Mary 

Sat 4th Nov 

Guild Meeting   
AM: Social                                         
PM: “No one parties like a Weaver”  by Daniel Harris of the 
London Cloth Company/Elvet Woollen Mill, 
www.londoncloth.com  

Sat 2nd Dec 

Guild Meeting   
AM: Social    
     Shared Lunch – please bring in items to share, with labels to 
say if they meet any special dietary requirements, e.g.vegetarian                                 
PM:  

Sat 6th Jan 
Guild Meeting   
AM: Mini Workshops         more details  
PM: Mini Workshops         to come 

 
GUILD MEETINGS 

The usual agenda for Guild meetings is: 
10.00 a.m.   Hall open for sociable crafts 
1.00 p.m.   Business Meeting  
1.30 p.m.  Show and Tell  
2.00 p.m.  Speaker 

Some meetings are different, and as such are noted above.  Please check so as not to be 
disappointed.  

Members are requested to follow any requests with respect to social distancing, masks 
and similar.  Please help your Committee by putting your own and your neighbour’s chair 
away at the end of the day.   

There will still be some Friday Morning Zoom meetings each month, the precise details are 
arranged each month.  If you want to join any of these, please let Nicky, the webmaster, 
kvgwebmaster@gmail.com know so that she is able to send you an invitation to the 
events. Thank you.  

Anne-Marie Howe, Speaker Secretary 

https://www.crabbbaskets.com/
http://www.londoncloth.com/
mailto:kvgwebmaster@gmail.com
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Hello everyone, I hope you are all well.  

I do hope you have all had a good summer so far despite the weather. 
I have been busy as usual.  I will try to remember what I have been doing.  I did have a 
lovely night away with my daughter a while ago we travelled to Durham to collect her new 
car.  We were joined by her adorable puppy Seamus he was an absolute angel in the car 
even though it took eight hours to get there due to standstill traffic for most of the way.  
He enjoyed a stay at an hotel and was so good overnight, he’s such a cuddly boy too.  It 
was lovely to have a bit of mum and daughter time even though we were quite tired by 
the time we arrived.  We also caught up with my daughter’s in-laws they are good 
company, and we will be catching up again over the bank holiday weekend for a wedding 
dress shop I am so excited about it as is my daughter.   

My son and daughter in -law took me to a wonderful antique shop for afternoon tea we 
were joined by my daughter in-laws mum she is really good company and very arty she 
has a degree in textiles, and I have great conversations with her, and she is always 
interested in hearing about my latest craft adventures. 

I am very lucky with my family they take an interest in whatever I am up to, but I do have 
to take a bit of teasing too.  My husband took me for a day out in Sidmouth it’s one of my 
favourite places to visit.  I like the independent shops and the vibe of the place.  We stayed 
there some years ago at a difficult time in my life, so it has some emotion attached to it.  
We went to a nice hotel on the seafront for our lunch we knew the food was nice as we 
have stayed there many times it’s our getaway and a very special place for us.  I would 
recommend a visit there if anyone fancies a day out somewhere nice. 
My swimming is going well and I feel the exercises are helping to strengthen the muscles 
around the knees and hips I intend to continue with in the hope that eventually I will get 
some relief from the pain. 

Getting back to the dogs in my family my son had been visiting one warm evening and we 
were having a lovely chat sat at the table in the garden when we realised his dog had 
escaped through the fence to our neighbour’s garden.  Luckily, we got him back quickly 
but he now looks for a way out each time they visit and has found another place to escape, 
and he was found in a different neighbours garden this time so we are thinking of a way 
to make the garden more secure so we don’t have to spend time searching for him. He 
doesn’t seem to care one little bit bless him!! 

A few days away is good for the soul and we managed a trip to the Lake District bringing 
along my cousin who has not explored this part of the country yet, the weather was a bit 
miserable at times, but I always expect that in this country, it certainly didn’t stop us having 
a wonderful time exploring the lakes and finding good places for our dog to swim. I always 
feel relaxed up there and the peace is amazing, it gives me time to think, and I always feel 
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inspired by the beautiful scenery and being surrounded by nature.  We stayed in a very 
comfortable house which was full of amazing artwork by the lady who owns the house.  
The internal doors were solid wood with stained glass panels they looked so very tasteful, 
there were so many touches around the house that made it feel so homely and 
comfortable.  I hope to try a couple of new crafts and will keep you updated as to how 
they work out. 

In the meantime, enjoy what’s left of the summer and we can look forward to some nice 
Autumn crafts and of course our exhibition. 

Keep weaving, spinning and dyeing. Bye for now. 

Pat Christmas 

 

GUILD DEMONSTRATIONS 
For details of Guild Demonstrations, please refer to the Demonstrations Folder available 
at the Guild meetings or email Stefanie at kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com. 

We started off the demonstration season with the Berkshire YFC Country Fayre, which was 
a great success with much interest from the public.  The Lambourn Show was due to take 
place on the same day, but this was unfortunately cancelled due to ground conditions. 

The next show in the diary is the White Horse Show in Uffington on Sunday 27th and 
Monday 28th August.  This will be followed by the Southern Wool Show in Newbury on 
Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd September. 

If you would like to attend a Guild demonstration day, please sign up in the folder or 
contact the Demonstrations Secretary by email  (kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com).  It is 
essential that the Demonstrations Secretary knows that you will be attending to ensure 
that you are covered by Public Liability Insurance.  Please note that the KVGSWD will under 
no circumstances be responsible for any theft, loss or damage caused to B.  This includes 
use of such equipment on Guild demonstrations.  Each Guild Member will be responsible 
for their equipment.  They should check their own house contents insurance policy to see 
if they are covered for use of their equipment anywhere outside their homes. 

Stefanie Rachmann-Davies, Demonstrations Secretary 
 

SHOW-AND-TELL 
June Rosie Price showed us 4 pairs of socks that she has knitted for Ukrainian 

soldiers.  She came across some acrylic fibre in a charity shop which she has 
spun and plied, she plans to make scarves which she will give back to the shop. 

Linda Scurr has been having fun creating a colourful skein of wool using the 

mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
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three-pot dye method.  She used Ashford acid dyes in primary colours using 
three separate saucepans with one colour in each pot dipping different parts 
of the skein into the pots.  Different shades were achieved between dips 
where colours bled into one another. 

During lockdown Lynne Harper did an online workshop learning how to make 
a Sasanami braid on her Marudai.  It was made in silk which was supplied as 
part of the workshop.  The braid is very long and has taken some time to finish. 

Angela Pawlyn showed us a scarf she has woven in blue and orange silk. 

July Laura Davey tried a new technique called ice-dyeing to dye a hoodie.  This 
involved laying ice cubes over the garment, sprinkling dye powder over then 
watching the colours develop as the ice melted.  The result was like a subtle 
tie-dye.  Very effective. 

Sue Bramwell knitted a delicate summer shawl using 2-ply merino/blue-faced 
Leicester and silk in a soft orange shade spun on a top whorl spindle.  The 
shawl was edged in green shetland/bamboo also handspun.  The pattern was 
found on Ravelry.  She also showed us a pair of socks knitted in a blend of 
Jacobs Manx and silk handspun on a support spindle and inspired by Smaug 
the dragon from The Hobbit. 

Rosie Price spent the week before the meeting knitting many corner-to-corner 
squares in multiple colours.  These are destined to become bunting at the 
Southern Wool show in September after which they will be made into blankets 
for charity.  On the same theme Jackie Balmand has also been knitting bunting 
for the show and has come up with a ‘proper arrow’ motif. 

Carol Kennedy is part of an online group run by Nicola Brown where she tried 
Nuno felting using wool on Chiffon.  Blackberry leaves and onion skins were 
applied onto the wool then the whole piece was rolled around a copper pipe.  
This was then boiled for two hours in rust water.  The blackberry leaves 
showed up clearly in black on an orangy/brown background. 

The participants of the madder dyeing workshop held at Speen in June showed 
the results of their efforts.  It was surprising how many shades of 
red/orange/brown could be created by a single dyestuff just by using different 
mordants and modifiers. 

August Rosie Price’s mammoth task of coordinating the knitting of bunting to guide 
visitors around the Southern Wool show is nearly complete.  More squares 
and arrows were added to the collection this month in all colours of the 
rainbow.  Rosie was given a suitcase during the meeting which contained a 
large number of blankets all knitted or crocheted by Sal Shepherd and her 
sister Thea.  These will be donated to refugees. 
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Maggy Bradd has crocheted a colourful blanket of large granny squares using 
up lots of leftover yarn. She also showed us a coiled bowl made with wool and 
another one using thin strips of fabric to give a different effect. 

Jenny Gribble’s son sent her some fine wool yarn from Guatemala, which she 
has used to weave a scarf.  The warp and background weft colour is dark beige. 
The rest of the weft is in several bright colours woven in Swedish lace. 

Jennifer Thompson is coordinating our charity knitting wool and patterns 
including making stump socks for Ukrainian soldiers who have lost limbs in the 
current conflict.  She had just been given a bagful of these socks knitted by 
Sue Bramwell.  If anyone would like to contribute to this endeavour, please 
see Jennifer who can help with yarn and patterns. 

Lynne Harper showed her samples knitted at the Patchwork Knitting workshop 
with Fiona Morris which many of us enjoyed in July.  She had added another 
square to her sample to form a circlet. 

Last of all this month, new member Hollie Gavin proudly showed her first 
sample of spinning using fleece from Linda Scurr.  She thanked Linda and all 
who had helped with advice and guidance along the way.  

Sorry but there are no photos of the August Show and Tell 
Lynne Bond 

GUILD TROPHIES 
Upcoming Trophies 

Sept 2023:  Chairman’s Trophy  
Oct 2023:  Diddy Trophy 

First of all, I have to apologise for an error in the last Shuttle. I inadvertently stated that 
the Chairman’s trophy would be awarded for the item in the exhibition that received the 
most votes from the public.  I understand that this year it will be awarded for the Mayor’s 
favourite item instead.  

The next trophy after that will be the Diddy trophy in October.  This is awarded every two 
years alternately with the Hawkridge trophy and was presented by Meg in memory of her 
mother.  It is awarded for a piece of Aran or cable knitting using handspun yarn.  We have 
seen some very intricate knitting in past years and I’m sure that this year will be no 
different.  I hope the knitters amongst us, having spun lots of fibre, are busily knitting.  
Please don’t do what I just did and get to the button band and realise I hadn’t spun enough 
and had no more fibre!  Good old Wingham wools.  Parcel arrived in three days!  

Jennifer Thompson 
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GUILD COURSES 
There are no courses planned at this time.  We are still looking for a new Courses Secretary 
at the moment. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2024 
We have now reached that time of year when we remind you that we will soon be 
collecting membership fees for 2024.  This will begin at the October 2023 Guild meeting. 

The membership fees for 2024 are:  
Individual: £21  Family: £26                      Senior Citizen: £16 

Details on how to pay, and copies of the membership form will be sent out via a Guild 
email before the 1st Oct.  Please check your emails regularly. 
 

Some Forthcoming Events 
Anne Reddan thought the following events might be of interest for some members.  There 
are two exhibitions on until 1st October:   

• In Bristol, “Threads: ‘Breathing Stories into Materials’ ” is a display of work by artists 
who use textiles as their chosen medium, including weaving, spinning, stitching, 
mending and knitting.  More info at https://arnolfini.org.uk/whatson/threads/ . 

• In Bath, for anyone who is interested in the work of Kate Fassett, there is an exhibition 
of quilts in the Victoria Gallery. More info at https://www.victoriagal.org.uk/ . 

For all crafters: 
• The Craft4Crafters show will be on at the Bath and West Showground from the 12th -

14th October.  For more information look at  
https://www.craft4crafters.co.uk/autumn-craft-show-somerset . 

Welcome to New Members. 
Welcome to the following members who have joined the Guild since the last Shuttle 
was published.  Watch out for them at meetings, and please talk to them and 
introduce yourselves to them. 

Hollie Gavin Patricia (Tricia) Goodchild 
Hester Kessling Joanne Walton 

Welcome back to 
Jenny Smith 

 

 

 

 

https://arnolfini.org.uk/whatson/threads/
https://www.victoriagal.org.uk/
https://www.craft4crafters.co.uk/autumn-craft-show-somerset
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ARTICLES 

Hamish and the Elves  
After a prolonged absence Hamish has been off on his adventures again.  He was looking 
forward to getting back in action and heading for cruise to Iceland when he was barged 
over and suffered a fabulous shiner and a broken right front hoof amongst other things!  
What to do?  He can’t spin, knit, cut up his own food or a host of other everyday things.  
He decided still to go. 

The first stop was Kirkwall, Orkney and what a lovely surprise when the phone went early 
morning, and it was J saying he’d meet Hamish at the gangplank!  The weather was 
fabulous, and Hamish was treated to a day out including lunch and a long walk on Scapa 
beach. 

Next stop was Seydisfjordur in Iceland where Hamish decided to follow in the footsteps of 
Elves.  Driving out from the 3-year-old electric ship Hamish passed some of the tiny turf 
roofed houses that are home to Icelandic Elves.  Examples of these can be seen in the film 
Fire Saga.  If you haven’t seen this, do try as it’s a hilarious take-off of the Eurovision Song 
Contest telling the story of an Icelandic boy who wants to win it.  Hamish is fairly culinarily 
adventurous so after visiting a larger version of an Elf house and a colony of puffins far 
bigger than the British ones he settled to a lunch of wolf fish.  He had not heard of this 
species so googled it when he got back to the ship - what an ugly creature, but it did taste 
nice.  Hamish had read of the tunnels in Iceland in a murder mystery book and was 
uncertain of how this would work on a volcanic island and on his visit to Akureyri he saw 
an intriguing entrance, but his journey took him over the mountain road instead to another 
beautiful fjord. 

Not to be beaten Hamish found he could travel through the 5.7-mile tunnel under the 
mountain at Isafjordur.  This is a single-track tunnel with passing places cut into the walls 
into which traffic travelling in one direction gives way to oncoming traffic.  Its construction 
took much longer than originally planned due to workplace accidents, tools breaking and 
other misfortunes due, mainly, to the government not having asked permission from the 
Elves before beginning the digging.  Eventually the government made a public apology to 
the Elves and there were no further problems.   

At the far end is the lovely fishing village of Flateyri whose entire fishing fleet were sunk 
by an avalanche in 1995 and which is now protected from further avalanches by a huge 
earth “avalanche fence”.  After another large avalanche in 2020 a local artist decided to 
cheer up the inhabitants by painting birds on the houses of those who wanted them.  The 
human population of 200 is neighbour to colonies of Arctic terns and eider ducks.  Back at 
Isafjordur, Hamish watched with the greatest respect as an aircraft flew down the narrow 
fjord, turned 180 degrees and landed on the runway immediately at the base of a sheer 
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cliff.  P commented that this could not be done with instruments but would need the skill 
of a very good pilot. 

Next on to Grundarfjkrdur, and Hamish had booked on to a Viking sushi trip.  Surely the 
Japanese influence doesn’t stretch this far!  Indeed it doesn’t, and Hamish took a coach 
through impressive black lava fields to meet a boat to travel around some of the islands 
off the coast here.  During the boat ride the crew dropped a small net over the back of the 
boat to bottom trawl (a method of fishing of which Hamish strongly disapproves!) and 
brought up a collection of scallops, sea urchins, starfish and the like.  The scallops and sea 
urchins were sliced open, and Hamish was able to eat raw scallop straight from the water.  
There was no sea urchin left for him to try but these delicacies were the “Viking sushi” 
advertised. 

On to Reykjavik, and Hamish was unable to revisit the lovely Blue Lagoon as his hoof is in 
a cast but did go out on a midnight sun whale watching trip.  It was raining, bitterly cold 
out at sea and the water splashed over the front of the boat, but Hamish was ok as the 
crew realised that he was struggling trying to balance with a hoof out of action, so he was 
offered a seat in the boat’s cabin with the staff and was warm and dry.  Unfortunately, no 
whales appeared at this time but there were plenty of seabirds and a pod of white beaked 
dolphins including a tiny calf jumping and tail slapping in excitement.  Several whales, 
mostly minke and humpback, were seen from the ship throughout the trip though. 

The next morning Hamish woke with a heavy cold - the Elves revenge?  He hopes not but 
he made sure to try to placate them and help out the local economy by visiting the Hand 
Knitters @qof Iceland shop where the shop assistant was very helpful with sorting colours 
and showing Hamish how to twist the plutolopi ready to knit.  Here he invested in ….. 
um……some lettlopi and plutilopi, so much so that the bags had go through the security 
scanners on Hamish’s return to the ship and he was glad not to be flying! 

Sent from the woolly corner 

 

 

Fiona Morris – “Patchwork Knitting”, July Guild meeting. 
What a wonderful afternoon of colour and texture!  Fiona Morris is a very experienced 
Patchwork knitter and is also a very relaxed and interesting speaker, so a stimulating talk 
was pretty much guaranteed. She first got the bug 25 years ago and started by using the 
methods and translated books of Horst Schulz and also of Vivian Hoxbro.  There were no 
garment patterns, only charts to work from so Fiona realised there was a need to run 
workshops to show people how to use the charts and to provide some patterns. 

I thought I understood most of the twists and turns of Patchwork knitting but I am now 
feeling quite boggled by how versatile and useful it can be.  Fiona is a dab hand at yarn 
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manipulation and seemed to be able to turn any yarn shortages or colour issues into a 
feature rather than a problem.   I particularly liked the idea of making a feature of the chain 
selvedge on the right side of the work when joining strips. 

Most of us were also taken with the idea of having no ends to sew in, being able to use up 
our stash of small bits and not having to match our fibre to someone else’s gauge.  Once 
the construction method is understood you can easily increase or decrease the stitch count 
to change sizes of motifs and also combine different weights of yarn at will, though 
thinking about how different yarns wash is important. 

Thank you, Fiona…  I think there may be a few more patchwork knitted garments in the 
next Christmas Fashion Show! 

Pam Caine 

 

Patchwork Knitting Workshop. 
On the day following the Guild talk, Fiona let a workshop on the patchwork knitting 
technique at Speen hall.  A large number of us gathered and set up around the sides of a 
rectangular arrangement of tables.  

Fiona took us through some of the approaches to knitting and joining squares, and multiple 
squares.  We all had different levels of experience, but Fiona was able to help us all learn 
what we needed and we all went away with various samples at the end of an extremely 
interesting day.  

Lynne Harper 

 

Royal Welsh Show 

The last few months have been a bit hectic, and it is all self-inflicted.  

For the past 30 years I have been going to the Royal Welsh Show, firstly showing my sheep 
fleeces with mixed success.  A few years later this led on to entering the handicraft 
competitions with equally variable outcomes and this year, for the first time ever, I even 
entered a jar of pickle. 

I say hectic because I entered far too many items in the handicraft section (12) and due to 
weather being against us the sheep were only just shorn in time and my search for wild 
garlic to pickle was left far too late.  Some people just never learn! 

Well, it goes without saying I always enjoy the show.  I came away with 5 prize cards for 
my crafting, first prize for my pickle.  I pity the judge who had to try it.  Pickled wild garlic 
is VERY strong, 
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The best was yet to come.  I was only 1 point away from winning the overall Champion 
fleece competition with one of my old boys standing still while being shorn and donating 
a really nice clean and tidy fleece to the cause.  We came 51st out of 52 and won the 
presentation award which is a nice shepherds crook to keep for ever, 3 rosettes and 3 prize 
cards.  On Thursday my fleece was filmed for the Welsh S4C TV channel, and I sat by the 
bandstand being serenaded by Welsh Guards, eating ice cream and watching my fleece on 
the big screens.  Nothing could have been better.  I was very happy indeed.  I will have to 
work out what to spin and knit or weave with this fleece. 

What, you may ask, has this to do with guild?  Plenty, it is the skills and confidence gained 
from being a guild member that spurs me on.  The encouragement and friendships of like-
minded people.  First prize was a small woven tapestry made on a guild course.  It had 
languished in a box for years but is now neatly framed.  

Talking of friendship, Jean H travelled to Wales to spend the day with me on the 
Wednesday and it was a good reminder that what I have become accustomed to over the 
past 30 years both at the show and as a guild member is just how lucky I am to be 
surrounded by so many really nice people.  Jean was gasping in awe at the motorbikes 
jumping way up into the sky.  Thankfully due to bird flu the sheep dog trail resumed chasing 
sheep instead of ducks, much better.  The sun came out and shone brightly on the showing 
classes and the grand parade………and just so chaos can continue I picked up the schedule 
for next year’s show. 

Guild related exhibits around the show included a wonderful sock display.  Glamorgan, the 
show’s host County, is trying to knit one sock from every British sheep breed in 
Glamorgan.  I met a lovely lady from Devon who was weaving on a tri loom in the goat 
shed.  Wow I learnt some very handy light bulb moment tips and ideas.  Likewise two other 
girls were displaying mohair skeins to die for and furiously needle felting small sheep at 
very sensible prices.  The lady president’s award went to the most amazing crochet blanket 
I have ever seen. 

The campsite was about 12 miles from the show and very tranquil with splendid views.  I 
sat and did a bit of spinning in the evenings washed down with a wee drop of beer watching 
the sun go down.  In keeping with 30 years of experience heavy rain was forecast, but luck 
was on my side, and I didn’t get wet. 

On the subject of never learning!  Timmy van was up to mischief as always and having 
complained bitterly on Wednesday about having to hill climb to a parking space he dug his 
heels in and refused to move on Thursday.  A tractor was summoned to drag him onto 
firmer ground.  At which point I realised that I knew exactly where Timmy’s towing eye 
was… yes you guessed it South Oxfordshire.  Thankfully with a bit of ingenuity and mud 
wrestling, we manged to extricate ourselves without needing a tow and without bending 
anything.  Roll on next year. 

Linda Scurr 
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Fleece Sale at the Wiltshire Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers 

On June 19th, Andrew and I joined Anne Reddan in the beautiful village of Steeple Ashton 
for the annual fleece sale at her Wiltshire Guild.  The Guild have their own building, 
complete with weaving studios and a dye garden; we were suitably impressed and rather 
jealous.  They offer a large variety of regular workshops, weaving days and courses. We 
met some lovely members and enjoyed a good chat over some free tea and cake. 

It was one of this year’s hot days, so gazebos had been erected in the courtyard to host 
several local fleece suppliers who were invited to come to the Guild and sell their wares.  
Not only did we get to see a wonderful array of locally grown fibre but also the opportunity 
to learn about the different breeds.  All of the sellers were Guild members, and they were 
delighted to share their passion.   Wool fibre has a myriad of uses and this year, alongside 
the sale, members were invited to demonstrate a range of different crafts.  These included 
demonstrating weaving wool locks on a rigid heddle loom, wet felting and needle felting, 
spinning on all types of spindles (drop and supported) and locker hooking using wool locks 
and the walking wheel.   

It was a brilliant opportunity to get hands-on experience with raw wool material (from 
both sheep and alpaca) and talk to the people who breed and raise the animals.  Andrew 
can be seen in animated discussion of the finer points of sorting fleece.  We also had the 
heads-up that there would be an indigo dye vat, using the indigo from the Guild’s very own 
dye garden, so we took some clean yarn with us and had a dip.  You can see the beautiful 
colours that were achieved in one of the photos, Andrew has since been back for another 
dye day.  

It was the Guild’s very first outdoor event in over a year, and it was clearly a huge hit with 
the visitors. 

We came home with a small bag of the sorted fleece but avoided any spend as we had 
both been warned not to return home with any more stuff. 

A lovely morning was had by all, and we would highly recommend a visit by our Guild 
members next year. 

Jenny Goss 

Knitting for Ukraine 

Thank you so much to everyone who has been busily knitting items for soldiers in Ukraine.  
We have sent off three parcels so far and know that more knitting is being done by guild 
members.   

For those of you that don’t know, we send the items to a group called ‘Huddersfield to 
Ukraine’.  They try to take a huge truckload of items over every six weeks or so.  In fact, 
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they are over there delivering things at the moment.  You can follow them on Facebook if 
you are interested and they do post videos of the places they deliver to and the people 
who receive your gifts.   

The great need at the moment, sadly, is for stump socks for amputees.  Either for arms or 
legs, ankles, knees, wrists, elbows.  I have a pattern if anyone is interested and, unlike the 
socks that were requested to be in wool, these need to be in the softest fibre possible for 
comfort.  Bright colours too unlike the socks and hats which need to be in dark colours for 
camouflage.  You can give items either to me or Daphne and we will see that they get sent.  
Thank you again, Jennifer and Daphne. 

Jennifer Thompson 
 

Trad Boat Rally 

Yet again I find myself thanking all the wonderful guild members that came to demonstrate 
at the TRAD boat rally in July.  Not as hot as last year thankfully so we didn’t melt.  By the 
time the shuttle gets printed we will also have been to the Vintage rally in Henley over the 
August bank holiday.  

 For those that have been before we know just what a treat is in store and for those that 
haven’t been before I am sure they will have made some long lasting and very fond 
memories just like the rest of us.  This is my big thank you to everyone who goes out and 
demonstrates on behalf of the guild. 

Linda Scurr 

Museum of Carpet 

On a recent trip on the boat up the River Severn and on to the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire canal we passed through Kidderminster.  Being aware that the town is 
known for its carpet making we went in search of the Museum of Carpet.  

What a wonderful experience, we spent over 2 hours in the Weaving Shed where they 
have 2 of the original carpet looms.  These still work and the gentlemen demonstrating 
and talking about the looms worked as weavers all their working life.  One of them worked 
on the loom that was on display - it's not difficult to see why we spent so long in the Shed.  
The museum is not just worth a visit, it should not be missed. 

Another attraction close by is the Rock Houses on Kinver Edge, a National Trust property. 

Jenny Gribble 

Richard Jeffries Museum Steam and Cream Tea Weekend 

We were all enjoying the July Weavers’ Chat, when Jenny Gribble received a phone call 
from her son – was she interested in demonstrating spinning and weaving at the Richard 
Jeffries Museum - the following weekend.  She chatted to Jennifer, Anne and myself and 
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we all agreed that it would be fun.  There were several email exchanges during the week, 
agreeing who would take what, and especially ensuring that we would have cover, as there 
was rain threatened. 

So, the following Saturday we all gathered at the museum.  We put up a circular gazebo 
and set everything else up ready for the opening of the museum around noon.  The event 
was a ‘Steam and Cream Tea’ weekend, and there were several stationary steam engines, 
while Jenny’s son had his vintage tractor present.  We had positioned ourselves in an area 
near these, and within sight of the railway track.  Unfortunately, there were no trains 
running on the Saturday, but we were promised some on the Sunday. 

The Saturday was great, and the weather not at all as expected, some sun, no rain.  We 
saw quite a few visitors, including some from the Swindon Guild.  The volunteers were 
good as well, providing hot beverages.  The cakes from the café were excellent, as were 
the cream teas – although we didn’t sample those until the Sunday.   So, on Saturday 
evening we battened down the sides of the Gazebo and looked forward to the following 
day.  

Unfortunately, the weather was not so kind to us.  It started a with some drizzle and got 
worse.  Due to the weather, we had less visitors, but it was still an enjoyable day and we 
all kept dry.  I managed to wind warp, and almost finish warping my loom ready to start 
weaving the next demonstrations (Uffington and Newbury Museum Heritage days).  This 
is not something we usually do at a demonstration, and it gathered some interest and 
questions from those visitors who braved the weather. 

Both Anne and Jenny provided visitors to the event, as they had lots of family who came 
over to see the museum/steam/us!!  There were also enough of us that we all managed 
to find time to look around the museum, and at the art exhibition it was hosting. 

The downside to the weekend was taking down a sodden gazebo.  Luckily, I managed to 
keep it on a groundsheet in the back of the car, but there was still standing water on the 
tent when I managed to hang it out to try on the Tuesday.  Still, it had kept us all dry 
throughout the weekend, so I can’t complain.   

Lynne Harper 

Dyeing talk and Workshop 

The first weekend in June saw Susan Dye talking about dyeing at the Guild meeting, and 
then running a Madder dyeing workshop on the following day at Speen.  This must have 
been extremely interesting, as we have seen many examples of the workshop since, but 
unfortunately nobody managed to submit a description of either the talk or the workshop.  
However, I felt that some acknowledgement should be made of what seemed to be an 
excellent talk/workshop.  As a non-dyer, I am unable to say more. 

Lynne Harper 
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CRAFT SOCIALS 
 

Aldbourne Braid Days 

The next Aldbourne Braid Day is October 1st.  The remaining date for 2023 is Sunday 
December 10th.   

The cost is £8.00 per head per day.  Biscuits, cake and hot drinks are provided free of 
charge. Please contact me for directions and so that I can keep an eye on numbers.  

Sal Shepherd  

Weavers’ Chat 

The Guild weavers normally meet at Speen Parish Hall, Newbury, RG14 1RJ on the last 
Saturday of the month from 09.30 – 13.30  The next meeting will be 23rd September 
2023.  Other dates for 2023 are 28th October and 25th November.  All meetings from 9.30 
a.m. until 1.30 p.m. The final meeting for 2023 will be 25th November from 9.30 a.m. to 
4.30 p.m. with a shared lunch.  £4.00 to cover the cost of the hall. 

It is called “Weavers’ Chat”, but braiders can come with inkles, marudai etc and lace 
makers with pillows as it is all weaving.  In fact all Guild members are very welcome to 
come along to see what we are doing and find out what weaving is all about. 

Please let me know if you are coming so that there is enough milk, biscuits and maybe 
cake!      Rosie Price  

Moulsford Spinning & Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at Moulsford Pavilion from 6.30pm – 10pm. 
There are usually spinners, weavers, felters, a basketmaker and knitters there so do come 
and join us. 

For more information contact Linda Scurr or Rosie Price  
 

Newbury Crafters 

Newbury Crafters normally meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month at Speen Parish Hall, 
Newbury, RG14 1RJ  from 2 – 5 pm. Come along to this social afternoon with your own 
craft project and meet people with other craft interests for an exchange of ideas. 

For more details contact Sue Davies  

 
The copy deadline for the December 2023 issue of the Shuttle is 13th 
November 2023.  The email address is kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com 

 


