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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Sun 4th Jun Madder Workshop with Susan Dye 

Sat 1st Jul 
Guild Meeting   
AM: Social                                         
PM: Patchwork Knitting  by Fiona Morris 

Sun 2nd Jul Patchwork Knitting Workshop with Fiona Morris 

Sat 5th Aug 
Guild Meeting   
A purely social meeting, hopefully enjoying summer weather by 
spinning/chatting outside. 

Tue 22nd Aug Exhibition Setup Day. 

Wed 23rd Aug Exhibition Opening Day, open Wed – Sun each week. 

Sat 2nd Sep 
Guild Meeting   
A purely social meeting, hopefully enjoying summer weather by 
spinning/chatting outside. 

Sat 2nd & Sun 
3rd Sep Southern Wool Show at Newbury Racecourse 

Sun 17th Sep Exhibition Closing Day 

Sat 7th Oct 

Guild Meeting   
AM: Social                                         
PM: Intertwined: Basketry and textiles by Mary Crabb 
See https://www.crabbbaskets.com to see more about Mary 

Sat 4th Nov 

Guild Meeting   
AM: Social                                         
PM: “No one parties like a Weaver”  by Daniel Harris of the 
London Cloth Company/Elvet Woollen Mill, 
www.londoncloth.com  

 
GUILD MEETINGS 

The usual agenda for Guild meetings is: 
10.00 a.m.   Hall open for sociable crafts 
1.00 p.m.   Business Meeting  
1.30 p.m.  Show and Tell  
2.00 p.m.  Speaker 

Some meetings are different, and as such are noted above.  Please check so as not to be 
disappointed.  

https://www.crabbbaskets.com/
http://www.londoncloth.com/
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Members are requested to follow any requests with respect to social distancing, masks 
and similar.  Please help your Committee by putting your own and your neighbour’s chair 
away at the end of the day.   

There will still be some Friday Morning Zoom meetings each month, the precise details are 
arranged each month.  If you want to join any of these, please let Nicky, the webmaster, 
kvgwebmaster@gmail.com know so that she is able to send you an invitation to the 
events. Thank you.  

Sue Malvern, Speaker Secretary 

 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well.  I have had a lovely time since the last Shuttle. 

My family and I decided to go to an Ice Hockey match at the Basingstoke ice rink.  It was 
very cold and wet and a completely different atmosphere to my usual football matches.  I 
did sing along with the crowd but I’m not sure what I was singing about but it did feel quite 
exciting.  I am totally confused about the rules of the game, they play very fast, and it looks 
so dangerous.  The players look very tall plus the skates make them look even taller.  It was 
certainly a different experience I would go again. 

I persuaded my husband that we needed a day out to Dorchester as the dog loves it by the 
river there.  I find myself making my way to Frank Herrings craft shop where they have 
loads of supplies of interest to me and you, of course.   

The spinning supplies are upstairs and I always take my time browsing.  I found some 
Polworth fibre which seems to be a favourite of mine at the moment.   I like to look at the 
looms and the weaving on them I’m not sure if I can add to the display, it always looks so 
tempting maybe I will risk it next time.   

I was disappointed to find that they had run out of waste silk they usually have loads and 
I like to sit on a chair while I rummage through it.  The young man on the till informed me 
that they had sold every last bit of it.  He was a friendly chap who told me he loved using 
the drum carder to make batts and that he loved spinning.  I tried to persuade him to visit 
the guild, but I think it’s a bit far for him.  All you can do is try! 

I have made a large gnome as a doorstop for a friend it turned out really well.  I would like 
to make more but I have a list of friends who would like one so I should do those first I like 
to gift them to friends and family.  My other knitting projects are very slow going but I will 
get there eventually.  I would also like to knit more socks I really enjoy making them but 
again it’s all very slow going. 

My daughter has a new puppy.  He is a cockapoo called Seamus he is absolutely adorable 
and full of life and mischief.  He has managed to get hold of my wool and fibre he will need 

mailto:kvgwebmaster@gmail.com
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some training there, I think.  He is actually pretty well behaved on the whole.  He has also 
been in our pond a few times now so requires a shower immediately when he has been 
caught.   

Our poor dog Trevor has a limp which isn’t really getting better.  He did have an X-ray 
which didn’t show anything to be concerned about.  It was a very dramatic day of the X-
ray, I had a fall on our drive and didn’t get a single bruise I think I fall well. 

My cousin has been visiting again and thoroughly enjoyed the coronation celebrations with 
us.  She is lovely company and I always look forward to her visits. 

Hopefully the weather will improve enabling us to have a few days out.  I am feeling the 
need for more dyeing days too I plan an explosion of colour and can’t wait to get started. 
Keep weaving spinning and dyeing. 

Pat Christmas 

 

GUILD DEMONSTRATIONS 
For details of Guild Demonstrations, please refer to the Demonstrations Folder available 
at the Guild meetings or email Stefanie at kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com. 

We started off the demonstration season with the Berkshire YFC Country Fayre, which was 
a great success with much interest from the public.  The Lambourn Show was due to take 
place on the same day, but this was unfortunately cancelled due to ground conditions. 

The next show in the diary is the White Horse Show in Uffington on Sunday 27th and 
Monday 28th August.  This will be followed by the Southern Wool Show in Newbury on 
Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd September. 

If you would like to attend a Guild demonstration day, please sign up in the folder or 
contact the Demonstrations Secretary by email (kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com).  It is 
essential that the Demonstrations Secretary knows that you will be attending to ensure 
that you are covered by Public Liability Insurance.  Please note that the KVGSWD will under 
no circumstances be responsible for any theft, loss or damage caused to B.  This includes 
use of such equipment on Guild demonstrations.  Each Guild Member will be responsible 
for their equipment.  They should check their own house contents insurance policy to see 
if they are covered for use of their equipment anywhere outside their homes. 

Stefanie Rachmann-Davies, Demonstrations Secretary 
 

SHOW-AND-TELL 
March The March Show and Tell table was visited by a family of gnomes courtesy of 

Maggie Mockeridge who, needing something to keep her mind occupied 

mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
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during her son’s recent illness, signed up to a ‘Year of Gnomes’.  Each gnome 
was knitted in wool in an array of colours and patterns each with a splendid 
hat and individually named.  My favourite was Gnombleberry who carried a 
mini gnome, Gnewt, in a backpack. 

Inspired by Maggie’s endeavours Pat Christmas knitted her own version who 
sported a luxuriant beard but has no name as yet. 

Laura Davey has been learning to spin using a wheel on loan from Marianna.  
The result was a ball of 2-ply yarn in two colours plied barbers pole style.  This 
was Laura’s third attempt at spinning.  I’m sure there will be many more as 
she gets hooked. 

Ruth Bradd showed us her completed windmill started at the mini workshop 
in January.  It was constructed from woven woollen triangles and wire. 

Finally, this month Jean Hills has knitted a Wensleydale sheep cushion.  The 
body of the sheep was formed from individual locks of Wensleydale fleece. 

April Sue Bramwell has made a sweater with an interesting construction knitted 
from cuff to middle.  She used wool in a shade of apple green.  The pattern is 
called Hatsuyuki Kazura which after a bit of searching I discovered is the name 
of a plant.   

Rosie Price had some peduncle silk from Kathleen Harris.  It was a very dark 
brown/khaki colour.  Peduncle silk is produced from the stiff stem of the 
Tussah moth cocoon.  The resulting skein has an interesting texture unlike 
other silk.   

Marion Proctor used a pattern supplied by Rosie to weave a colourful boa.  It 
was woven on a very narrow warp and used fancy yarns in the weft.  Once off 
the loom the boa twisted into the boa shape.  

Sarah Denly Ball showed us a seat pad woven on a peg loom at the Newbury 
Crafters group.  She used rug wool as the warp and Herdwick yarn spun and 
plied by Linda Moss as the weft.  The finished pad was inspired by the colours 
of pebbles and sand by the sea. 

‘May’ Kath C. modelled a glorious wrap around skirt which was a gift from her sister 
in Ghana.  It was constructed patchwork style from the offcuts of many 
brightly coloured pieces of cotton left over from other garments. 

Sue Malvern has been doing some woven experiments using a very fine 
(2/100) white cotton warp which meant threading up several hundred warp 
ends.  She showed us two pieces, the first using white and black stripes in 
different densities giving a gradation of colour from very dark through to very 
pale grey.  The second piece had various interesting inlaid shapes on the 
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surface.  There were quite a few broken warp threads along the way but 
despite that Sue is hoping to develop these ideas into bigger pieces in the 
future. 

Lynne Bond 

GUILD TROPHIES 
Trophies awarded since the last Shuttle 

April 2023:  June Young Trophy  Lynne Bond 
‘May’ 2023:  Beginners Spinners’ Trophy Laura Davey 

Spinning Trophy   Carol Hubbard 
  Beginner Weavers’ Trophy  Jenny Goss 

Weaving Trophy   Anne Reddan 

Upcoming Trophies 

Sept 2023:  Chairman’s Trophy  
Oct 2023:  Diddy Trophy 

The June Young Trophy is awarded every year at the AGM o someone who goes above and 
beyond to help the Guild and this year the very deserving winner was Lynne Bond for her 
willingness to step into the breach when needed without fuss or looking for recognition.  
Thank you very much indeed Lynne. 

At the May meeting (which of course took place at the end of April because of the King’s 
coronation being on our usual Guild date) we had a feast of entries for the four trophies 
on offer.  There weren’t a huge number of entries but the quality of those entered was 
superb.  The judges for all four trophies had very difficult decisions to make. 

The beginner weaver’s trophy was won by Jenny Goss with her lovely woven bag. A 
beautiful piece of weaving and Jenny had even made a braid for the handle.  I shall be 
looking forward to seeing what Jenny produces for the weaver’s trophy next year if this is 
her beginner piece! 

The weavers’ trophy was won by Anne Reddan with her experiments in collapsed weave.  
The idea this year was to challenge yourself and it was fascinating to see bits that went 
wrong as well as the bits that went right.  No matter how experienced we become there is 
still always more to learn. 

The beginner spinners trophy was won by Laura Davey with her balls of beautifully spun 
fibre.  Unfortunately, she wasn’t there to accept the trophy, but we will get a photo for 
the next Shuttle next time she is at guild. 

The spinning trophy was won by Carol Hubbard.  Carol had brought in a stem of cotton 
with the bolls still on.  I had never actually seen one of those before and what a pretty 
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plant it is.  Carol had teased out the fibres and, when her spindle wasn’t small enough for 
the very short fibres, had made her own tiny one.  The resulting cotton thread was very 
delicate and quite lovely. 

Well done to everyone who entered.  Thank you for taking the trouble to do so especially 
when we are all busy focussing on our items for the exhibition.  

The next trophy to be awarded will be the Chairman’s trophy in September and this is 
awarded for the exhibition item that receives the most public votes.  As always it is 
interesting to see what catches the public eye and I’m sure that this year will be no 
different. 

This year the trophy awarded in October will be the Diddy trophy presented by Meg in 
memory of her mother.  The trophy is awarded for a piece of Aran or cable knitting with 
hand spun yarn.  Get spinning and knitting guild members!  You have four whole months 
to make something to enter!  It can be as simple as a scarf or hat or as complicated as a 
cardigan!  Happy spinning and knitting! 

Jennifer Thompson 

GUILD COURSES 
Currently there is one workshop booked, linked to the speaker at the July Guild meeting.  

Patchwork Knitting    Sunday 2nd July, 9.30am – 4pm  
Tutor: Fiona Morris  Venue:  Speen Village Hall 
Cost:  £15. 
You will need to bring your own yarn, odds and ends including hand spun, and 
knitting needles. 

The signup sheet the Knitting will be found on the table at the back of the hall on Guild 
Meeting days.  

You can pay the treasurer at Guild meetings or pay by Bank transfer, but please email the 
treasurer at kvgtreasurer1@gmail.com to let her know for which course you sent a bank 
transfer.  

Sort code is 30-95-89 Account number 03235047 Please use as reference the 
two letter WK, followed by the first two letters of your first name and then your 
surname. 

So, if I (the editor) made a bank transfer for a workshop, my reference would be 
WKLYHARPER.  Please don’t forget to send the email, so that Jenny knows which workshop 
the payment is for. 

We are still looking for a new Courses Secretary at the moment, so these courses are 
being arranged with a lot of goodwill and cooperation.  Anything that guild members 

mailto:kvgtreasurer1@gmail.com
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can do to help with these is very very welcome – especially if they were to take on the 
role of Courses Secretary. 

 

Minutes of the AGM of the Kennet Valley Guild of WSD 
 1st April 2023 held in St. Mary’s Church Hall, Greenham 

Apologies:- 

Lesley Dunn, Claire Dunn, Maggy Brad, Ruth Brad, Angela Pawlyn, Chrissy Bristol, 
Marion Moulder, Meg Crowther, Marianna Hunt, Laura Davey, Sally Shepherd,Jamie 
Rachmann- Davies, Yolande Hadden, Freya Proudlove, Pam Caine, Pat Foster. 

Minutes of the last AGM, 22nd April 2022 were agreed as a true record of the meeting. 

Chairman’s Report.  See appendix 1. 

Treasurer’s Report.  See appendix 2. 

Election of Treasurer. 

Jenny Goss was proposed by Pat Christmas and seconded by Nicky Duncan.  She was 
unanimously voted for by a show of hands and therefore elected as the new 
Treasurer. 

Appointment of Deputy Chairman. 

Janet Dunbar was unanimously elected as our Deputy Chairman. 

Proposals for Amendments to the Constitution. 

Proposal 1.  To facilitate easier administration of membership fees, the fees will be 
rounded up as follows: Individual membership £21. Senior Citizen membership £16. 
Family membership £26. To commence for fees paid in 2024. 

Welcome to New Members. 
Welcome to the following members who have joined the Guild since the last 
Shuttle was published.  Watch out for them at meetings, and please talk to them 
and introduce yourselves to them. 

Anna Jones 
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Vote by show of hands - all agreed. 

Proposal 2.  The Constitution to be amended to state that the Senior Citizen membership 
fee applies only to those eligible for state pension. 

Vote by show of hands - all agreed. 

Proposal 3.  The Constitution to be amended to state that Family Membership is restricted 
to 3 individuals Additional family members may be added for an additional fee 
equivalent to the current Association of Guilds of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers 
Affiliation Fee. 

Vote by show of hands - all agreed. 

AOB 

• Sue Davies our designated Safeguarding Officer.  Sue reported that; she will keep a 
confidential register of children attending the Guild, including their dates of birth; we 
do not take photos of children attending the Guild or at events attended by Guild 
members, this is to include all under 18’s.  Should there be a need to take a photo of 
a child then the child and their parent or guardian will be asked for their consent by 
the Safeguarding Officer. 

Question from the floor: Do we include vulnerable adults in the policy?  

Answer: No, we have not yet looked at safeguarding for vulnerable adults, but this will 
be looked at shortly. 

• June Young Trophy: Lynne Bond was awarded the trophy for her help running the 
sales table and the ‘Show and Tell’ and helping out when it is needed. 

• Life membership:  Rosie Price was given Life Membership for her services to the Guild 
over the last 40 years, promoting the Guild, teaching weaving to many beginners and 
encouraging others. 

• Thanks:  Roy Young thanked our retiring treasurer for all the hours over the years that 
Janet has put in to keep the Guild running. 

Marion Proctor, Secretary 

Appendix 1: Chairman’s Report 
Welcome to all of you here today, thank you for attending and for your continued support. 

There are still cases of Covid being reported and we are aware that some of you prefer to 
continue to wear a mask and test before you attend guild meetings and keeping your 
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contact with others to a minimum and we respect your decision. 

We have welcomed the many new members who have joined us in the past year, it is 
wonderful to see you all, and I look forward to seeing your creations in the future. 

We have had another busy year with many of you demonstrating at the various events 
that we have attended.  Apart from it being an enjoyable day out, it is very important that 
we all continue promoting our guild.  Thank you to everyone who has attended and 
hopefully we will continue to attend many more shows and exhibitions in the future. A 
special thank you to Stef for organising our participations and ensuring things run 
smoothly. 

As I hope you are all aware, we hold a stock of equipment to hire out to members and 
some of you are storing the larger items for us which is very much appreciated.  Marion 
has kindly taken charge of the inventory list and I thank her for keeping track of everything.  
If you would like to hire anything, please do talk to Marion and I’m sure she will be able to 
help you out. 

Our speakers have been varied and all have been so interesting.  We have enjoyed talks 
on Kilt making, natural dyeing and the history of knitting to name just a few, and we 
continue to welcome all these speakers to the guild.  Thanks to Sue for all her hard work 
arranging such professional people to come and speak to us. 

Last summer was full of exciting Guild days, we enjoyed a cream tea and a gift swap for 
our celebration of the late Queen’s jubilee.  Marion and Sue gave us a marvellous insight 
into 50s fashion and textiles along with slides of the fashion of the day. Thanks to Marion, 
Sue and to Sue Davis for organising the gift swap. 

Thanks must go to Meg and Pat Foster for organising our blackjack competition and 
congratulations to Lynne Harper and Anne Reddan, our very worthy winners.   We will 
keep you up to date with all our future events where you can win a trophy! 

Kathleen’s son has made many visits to us to share and show her years of beautiful works 
including spinning, weaving, jewellery making, and many embroidery items.  Some of us 
have purchased her equipment and all manner of craft supplies which are being put to 
good use. 

Our Christmas celebrations are always enjoyable and so many of you took part in our 
fashion show.  Thanks to all of you who took part, your individual unique and inspiring 
items of clothing were a delight to see. Well done to Hannah who won the competition, 
she made a fabulous sweater for her dad who very bravely modelled it for us on the 
catwalk. 

Our shuttle magazine is produced quarterly, it is full of information, details of upcoming 
events and contributions from our members sharing with us their current projects, places 
to visit and many more wonderful contributions.  Please keep them coming and send 
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anything interesting to Lynne who does a fantastic job of editing and keeping it up to date 
and ensuring an interesting read. We also have electronic copies of the Shuttle on our 
website, thanks to Nicky for keeping the website going. 

Our committee have had many subjects to discuss which require lots of research and 
background investigations.  At the moment we are focusing on our safeguarding policy 
which we must get right to ensure that all members of the guild, our guests and visitors 
are kept as safe as possible. 

Our safeguarding officer, Sue Davies, has worked incredibly hard to ensure that all of the 
details that we need to include in our policy are correct. Sue will provide an update 
throughout the year. 

Special thanks to Sue for all her efforts in respect of the work around the introduction of 
this incredibly important matter. 

I must mention Jamie for all his help with the raffle he has done a fabulous job and not to 
forget Lynne Bond for organising the sales table and the show and tell and her updates in 
the Shuttle. 

Our exhibition this year will take place at the Newbury Museum from the 23rd of August 
to the 17th of September.  The theme this year is circles and spheres.  We are currently 
making the operational arrangements surrounding the event. We will advise the process 
for you to submit your wonderful exhibits in the near future, and we look forward to seeing 
all your creations. 

We will be demonstrating at the Southern Wool Show again which takes place at the 
Newbury race course on the 2nd and 3rd of September.  We have been asked to yarn bomb 
the approach road and if you would like to assist, further details can be provided by Rosie. 
This is a wonderful event every year and gives us the opportunity to meet local people who 
may be interested in joining our guild. 

Our weavers meet at Speen Hall on the last Saturday of every month from 9 30 am to 1 30 
pm. Thanks to Rosie for keeping this group going. 

Our committee members are dedicated to the smooth running of our guild, and we have 
been very lucky to have such experts who take their roles very seriously.  Nicky, Janet, 
Marion, Sue Davies, Sue Malvern, Lynne, Roy and Dennis and our recently retired Pam you 
are all valued, and I can ’t thank you enough on behalf of all our members. 

On a final and personal note, I really do hope that you are all enjoying your time as 
members of our very special guild, and that you feel welcomed, included, and free to 
express yourselves.  We all enjoy the opportunity to learn new skills and how lucky we are 
to have each other to both learn from and be inspired by.  I am delighted to be part of a 
guild who promote the skills of weaving, spinning and dyeing and other associated skills in 
such a professional and inspiring manner. You should also be very proud of your individual  
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achievements.  We have a lot to look forward to and I am excited to be on this journey 
with all of you. 

Keep weaving, spinning and dyeing.  

 Pat Christmas Chairperson April 2023 

 

Appendix 2: Treasurer’s Report 
This report covers the period from 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2022.  The accounts 
have been audited and approved by the Audit Committee (Lynne Bond, Marie Fitzsimons 
and June Smith). 

The year ended with a surplus of £ 335.40 of income over expenditure.  

This year saw a return to near normality for the Guild after the effects of the Covid 
lockdowns of 2020 and 2021.  It was gratifying to see that membership income remained 
relatively stable at £1,029.70 compared to 2019 (the last full year prior to Covid) at 
£1,315.00.  We were also pleased to welcome a number of new members who made 
contact with the Guild through our website which more than justifies the additional costs 
involved.  Income from the raffle and the sales table also remained steady over the year 
with a record £83.50 on the sales table for our first in-person meeting in February as 
everyone brought in items set aside for re-cycling during their lockdown stash reviews.   
Attendance at the meetings was very good and the income generated by the new entrance 
fee of £5.00 (£1,675) easily covered the cost of hall hire, four speakers and refreshments 
(£1,499.95). 

After the hire costs for Greenham Hall and speaker fees for the meeting, the largest item 
of expenditure was for the production of the Shuttle which was resumed as a printed as 
well as a digital edition.  A new batch of Fill the Gap cards was also ordered this year at a 
cost of £275.00 which should cover our requirements for the next three years.  Additional 
costs were also incurred with our 2023 affiliation fee to the Association of Guilds of 
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers which rose to the full amount of £4.75 per head from the 
reduced amount of £2.25 which the Association introduced during the Covid lockdown 
period. 

I would like to thank all those who have assisted me in keeping the accounts, from 
members who volunteered to collect entrance fees to my colleagues on the Committee 
whose excellent paperwork and accurate counting have made the job that much easier.     

Janet Dunbar, April 1st 2023 
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ARTICLES 

Linda Scurr – Sheep to Shop talk, March Guild meeting. 
What a treat it was to listen to Linda's talk.  Filled with charisma and great sense of humour, 
Linda shared with us her experience of realising her dream of becoming a farmer. 

It all started at a BBQ, with friend that brought a sheep that he had just rescued with him.  
"We can't just have one sheep alone in the field", she said and then there were more. 

It was interesting to hear how important it is the quality of the food for the sheep, to get 
a good fleece.  From meadows with herbs and flowers to a good quality hay with some 
muesli for the Winter months. 

The spinning and weaving of now a herd of 43 sheep, is outsourced and produces lovely 
wool and amazing blankets for onward sale. 

Thank you, Linda, for sharing your journey with us, even the story about your shearer New 
Zealand and his adventures. 

 Mariana Hunt 

 

Pat Frost – “European Embroidery 17th to 20th Century; how to spot the 
good stuff.”, Late April Guild meeting. 

Pat started by temping at Christies Auction House and went on to become Director of 
Fashion and Textiles She gave a fascinating overview of embroidery in Europe during the 
16,17 and 1800s.  Lots of slides were produced depicting different types of embroidery 
through the centuries including crewelwork, applique and whitework. 

She showed us slides of beautiful, ornate bed hangings that were embroidered using 
crewel work.  Vines and leaves were a common theme.  She went onto to show us amazing 
samples, highlighting the fashions and embroidery styles over the centuries.  There were 
samplers, stomachers, dresses embroidered using silver thread and all sorts of interesting 
items.  These included caskets that had embroidered coverings, a man’s nightcap and 
embroidered elasticated slippers.  There were also beautifully worked purses and panels.  
She also pointed out how embroidery symbols were used to make political statements.  A 
selection of work we were able to admire were on view after the talk. 

Pat covered an enormous amount of information in what seemed to be a short time and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Julie Boorman 
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Fund-raising for Dementia Research. 

Some months ago, Jan Shailes’ son brought us a lot of Jan’s crafting collection.  Things that 
neither Jan, nor her family would no longer a use for.  Most of you will know that Jan was 
a founder member of our Guild and a great spinning teacher.  She is now in a care home 
and being very well looked after.   

We decided that we would sell the items and send any money earned to a dementia 
charity.  Over the past few months, we have brought the boxes to Guild and have made 
£356.10.  We have sent this to Alzheimer’s Research UK, which is the leading dementia 
research charity.  It works to find causes, diagnosis, prevention, treatment and cure of all 
forms of dementia, not just Alzheimer’s disease.  This seemed a suitable recipient of the 
money you helped us raise. 

 We both agree that Jan would be very happy to know that her cherished items have gone 
to appreciative homes and will continue to be well used.  Thank you to everyone who 
bought them.  

Jennifer Thompson and Lynne Harper  

 

Help, Wool Mountain for Sale! 

Help, wool mountain for sale!  Every year we shear our sheep, and I am under pressure to 
get the fleeces out of the barn to make space.  I trot off to Yorkshire to commission the 
spinning and then down to Wales to commission some blankets.  The good news is the 
barn is empty, but the bad news is the house is now full of wool.  The pressure changes 
from emptying the barn to make space into emptying the house to make space.  To do this 
I need to make sales.  Once upon a time I did a couple of farmers markets a month, but 
these stopped during Covid and never really got going again.  Every market day I would 
raid the petty cash tin in the kitchen so that I could take money with me to buy food at the 
market.   David does point out occasionally that I should be coming back with more money 
that I left the house with, but so often sales were low, and it wasn’t the case.  As we tuck 
into a nice speciality pie or sausage or small craft beer or big fat gooey slice of cake the 
direction in which way the money travels pales into insignificance.  So, you may wonder 
what has that got to do with guild?   

Last year Rosie demonstrated at the Berkshire Young Farmers Club show and suggested I 
should go this year to sell stuff.  - Financially, it was another loss making exercise. Diesel 
back and forth, paying for a space in the craft marquee, bacon roll, pint of cider before 
lunch time and of course the obligatory purchases to indulge on back home in the evening.  
Lack of sales may have been depressing but the company, Rosie, Meg, Alex, Jenny, Marnie 
and all the nice people you get to chat to makes it a great day out.  I also spun a whole 
bobbin of wool which I want to ply and dye.  The highlight for me was when a group of 
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ladies came over and asked me if I was Linda Scurr.  “Yes” I replied to which they said we 
are all Scurr’s too.  How exciting.  They were surprised to find out just how closely we are 
related.   Scurr’s are a very rare breed and you rarely come face to face with another one. 

So that was my coronation weekend.  I watched the coronation in its entirety on Saturday, 
Went to the YFC all day Sunday and then Monday was another big occasion, - (I know Rosie 
is tutting!) but lunch time saw the arrival of 6 new babes.  Beautiful Manx ewes - 6 more 
mouths to feed and 6 more fleeces I need to find storage for.  I didn’t intend to buy that 
many, but I did manage to hold my nerve and not buy the whole flock.  Two years from 
now I will have enough fleeces to commercially spin some nice chocolate brown wool, and 
3 years after that some nice tan coloured wool - so come on folks, get knitting, I have some 
wonderful wool for sale. 

Right now though I am off to see where the little darlings have got to.  I had forgotten just 
how feral Manxies are and how good they are at jumping fences.  I think we are going to 
have our hands full!  Thank goodness I have the cider I bought yesterday chilling in the 
fridge. 

Linda Scurr 

Spring Trip to Wales 

Linda picked me up at 6.30am and we headed west in Timmi.  It rained!!  I had hoped that 
we could have gone over the old Severn bridge and taken the M48 via Chepstow, as that 
route should have been lined with masses of daffodils.  Unfortunately, the bridge was 
closed, probably due to high winds, so everything went M4 and it got very slow as the rain 
came down.  At least we kept moving, and you no longer have to pay to get into Wales! 

We stopped in Carmarthen to revisit a gallery we had been to many years before.  It hadn’t 
changed and the quality of everything, paintings, woodwork, glass and textiles was superb. 
Well worth a visit, came out with a few things!!  Of course, we had to visit the charity 
shops, bought lunch from the deli and returned to the van via the butchers!  

From there it was off to the Welsh Woollen Museum to see Raymond who has woven 
Linda’s wool for many years and is now retiring.  From there we went to Tregroes Waffles 
at Llandysul and bought a box each of dark chocolate waffles!!  Yummy.  Then it was on to 
see Roger at Curlew Weavers to collect the latest blankets and knee rugs, scarves coming 
later.  They are absolutely wonderful, you really must see and feel how soft they are.  
Beautifully woven and finished. 

Now it was time to eat our lunch beside the sea at Aberporth, pity about the rain.  I decided 
against a paddle!  Time now to head home, unfortunately the botanic gardens at 
Carmarthen had just closed, well worth a visit.  Fortunately, it was a dry journey with not 
as much traffic as this morning.  The old bridge was still closed but we had a good journey 
and Linda dropped me about 8.15pm after a really lovely trip. 

Rosie Price 
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MAGDALENA ABAKANOWICZ - Every Tangle of Thread and Rope, Tate Modern 

Editor: Two members visited and were impressed enough to write about it.   

‘I am interested in constructing an environment from my forms. 
I am interested in the scale of tensions that arises between the various shapes which I 
place in space. 
I am interested in the feeling when confronted by the woven object. 
I am interested in the motion and waving of the woven surfaces. 
I am interested in every tangle of thread and rope and every possibility of 
transformation. 
I am interested in the path of a single thread. 
I am not interested in the practical usefulness of my work.’ 
Magdalena Abakanowicz, 1971 

In the 1960s and 70s this Polish artist (1930-2017) created large woven sculptures that 
became known as Abakans (after the artists’ surname).  These ambiguous forms made 
from sisal, wool and horsehair defied categorization and challenged the existing definitions 
of sculpture, breaking away from the rectangular format of traditional tapestry.  

The exhibition showcased her incredible curved forms hanging freely in space. It was 
difficult to imagine how she was able to work with the sheer weight and size of her 
creations.  

An extraordinary experience wandering around and through these giant structures. 
Jenny Goss 

Having planned a trip to London several months ago with a friend, Catherine, the day 
finally dawned when we boarded the train to Paddington to see what turned out to be an 
awe-inspiring exhibition at The Tate Modern.  Born in 1930, Polish Artist Magdalena 
Abakanovicz experienced the effects of war and in 1939 moved with her family from 
Warsaw to their home in the forest.  Escaping the immediate effects of war and growing 
up surrounded by trees and nature greatly influenced her work throughout her career. 

This exhibition charts the development of her work and shows how she progressively 
defied rules and regulations, regarding them as ‘enemies of imagination’ and creates work 
that is uniquely hers.  She used whatever natural fibres she could find, fleece, horsehair, 
and sisal harvested from discarded ropes found along the riverbank.  Her work is 
constructed on a monumental scale and many pieces were suspended from the ceiling 
causing the fabric to drape and fold.  These hangings, massed together, were reminiscent 
of walking among giant trees and although touching was not allowed, I was able to put my 
head between the folds of one of them, without touching, to find that sounds were 
suddenly muted and I was surrounded by the grassy scent of sisal fibres, reminiscent of a 
summer walk in the countryside.   
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After an hour and a half at the exhibition, being alternately awed and mesmerised by the 
scale of her the work we were both in need of a change of pace and a chance to sit down 
and absorb all we had seen.  We had spotted a Leon restaurant nearby and headed there 
for much needed refreshments.  There had been so much to see, so much to take in that I 
wanted to keep hold of the memories and, although I had been looking forward to seeing 
the Marudai exhibition at the Japan House, neither of us wanted to go as it would have 
diluted the experience of the exhibition we had been to earlier.  Instead, we strolled along 
Kensington High Street, calling in to an art supplies shop and Waterstones where we both 
found books we had been looking for before heading back to Paddington and catching the 
train home.   

Anne Reddan 

 
Young Farmers Show and Berkshire Country Fayre 

Newbury Show Ground, Sunday 7th May. 

Meg, Jenny G, Marnie and I had a lovely day on the guild stand.   A little damp under foot 
when we got there but it brightened up around lunchtime and by 3.30 I thought it would 
be ok to change out of my wellies!!!     

Throughout the day we had lots of visitors.  The children loved the fill gaps, as usual, and I 
had lots of help bashing the weft on the loom!   The adults were interested in what we 
were demonstrating, and we gave out quite a lot of guild cards so might have some visitors 
at the next meeting.  Several were asking about the history of spinning and weaving and 
also how the looms and wheels work.  It is a lovely family show. 

Rosie Price 

 
Introduction to Gilbert 

As a new member of the Guild, I was really excited at my first visit.  It was so interesting to 
see so many people there and all the different spinning wheels that were being used.  
Everyone was really friendly, and I couldn’t wait for my next visit.   

Before I had the chance to get to my next guild meeting, I had the opportunity to visit 
Whitchurch Silk Mill with two of my new friends and was even invited to sit in on the 
volunteers’ coffee meeting.  Then I went to Wonderwool Wales at Builth Wells and joined 
my friends on the Braid Society's stand.  It was very interesting to see how they put up 
their display and interacted with the visitors.  I must say I was rather concerned to see 
them climbing onto the tables to set up the display, even one of my new Guild friends, but 
nobody came to any harm luckily.    

My next visit was to the Berkshire Country Fair, run by the Young Farmers, and I joined the 
Guild team of demonstrators for the day.   I was very pleased to see that they were using 
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a step ladder when setting up the display and that they were making sure that all the 
equipment was safely covered when they had to step away from it whilst going to get a 
coffee or lunch.  There was even cake for everyone!  I had a really fun day there and was 
very pleased to have made my first official outing with the Guild.  

I am looking forward to seeing everyone again at the June and August meetings before I 
then go to join the team of demonstrators at Southern Wool show in September and I will 
also be popping into the Guild exhibition at the Wharf Museum in Newbury. 

Gilbert, KVGWSD Elf and Safety Officer 
 

Christmas Chocolate Tiffin Recipe 

At Christmas time I made a Chocolate Christmas Tiffin for the dessert, several people liked 
it and wanted the recipe.  At the last meeting Anne Reddan suggested we should put it in 
the Shuttle, so here it is: 

Ingredients: 

For the Tiffin : 
125 g Raisins or 
Sultanas 

200 g Glacé cherries 
80ml Brandy 
300g Rich Tea Biscuits 
150g Butter 
40g light brown soft 
sugar 

200g Golden Syrup 
25g Cocoa powder 

 

For the topping: 
100g very dark 
Chocolate 

100g Milk Chocolate 

 

Equipment: 

Glass bowl for 
melting chocolate 

Method: 

Preparation: 

• Grease the tin with a little butter OR line the base with 
baking parchment or a liner. 

• Cut the cherries into halves – no need to wash. 

• Put the fruit in a small bowl with the brandy and 
microwave on HIGH for 30 seconds.   

• Stand for 5 minutes. 

• Stir and microwave on HIGH for a further 30 seconds. 

For the Tiffin: 

• Crush the biscuits:  

Put the biscuits in a large bag. Beat with a rolling pin until 
the biscuits are in small pieces. 

Quite a lot of biscuit will be powdered, and some will be 
in larger pieces – that is what you want. 

You need some powder for the mixture to stick together 
so if in doubt beat it again. 

• In a large saucepan, melt the butter, sugar and golden 
syrup and mix to combine. 
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Plastic bag and rolling 
pin to crush biscuits 

Large saucepan 
Square traybake tin, 
20cm/8”  

Magic liner or baking 
parchment square 

 

Prep Time:  25 mins 

Cooling Time: 1 hour 

Total Time: 1 hr 25 
mins 

 

 

• Turn off the heat, add the crushed biscuits and cocoa, and 
mix thoroughly. 

The chocolate colour should be quite evenly distributed. 

• Add the fruit and any remaining liquor and mix carefully. 

• Press the mixture into the tin with the back of a spoon.  
Push it down firmly. 

Turn the spoon over and use its edge to tidy up the edges 
of the cake base. 

Leave it to cool in the fridge. 

For the Topping: 

• When the base has cooled, tip it out of the tin and 
remove the liner. 

• Melt the chocolate in the microwave, or over a saucepan 
of hot water. 

• When the chocolate is melted, pour over the base and 
spread evenly using a palette knife. 

• Leave to cool, then cut into squares. 

 

Our Latest Refugee Donation 

I have to say a very big thank you to everyone who has made things for this month’s parcel 
to Christian Hope International in Romford who sort all donations for Mission Without 
Borders, the organisation that transports them to the people most in need.  Special 
mention must be made to Meg and Sally who put together the blankets.   

In the box this time were: 

9 blankets, 6 shawls, 2 adult cardigans, 6 children's cardigans, 8 children's 
jumpers, 5 pairs of mittens, 2 pairs of socks, 2 trauma teddies, 43 hats, 7 
woven scarves, 10 knitted scarves plus 1 with matching hat and 3 boas. 

After the last delivery I received this from Trish in Romford: “Thank you and everyone else 
for the enormous parcel of knitwear, all of which is greatly appreciated, especially the 
gloves and larger sizes.” 

Added to this we are now sending knitted socks and hats for the Ukrainian soldiers. 
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As well as the above I also take premature baby outfits and knee rugs and shawls for the 
elderly at the Royal Berkshire hospital. 

This came from Sukhi Sidhu at the hospital: “I would like to say a big thank you for all the 
donations you have given to the RBH.  All donations are really appreciated and make such 
a difference to our patients.” 

It’s a great way to use up some of our stash.  Please keep knitting and weaving it can make 
such a difference.  Thank you.     

Rosie Price 

Unravel 

I set off early with Stef, Jamie and a friend of Stef’s.  I took my big shopping trolley for all 
the bargains!  We all used the trolley it was brilliant. 

Jamie had an idea for a certain colour of wool to make himself a poncho.  He had taken 
himself off to see what he could find then showed Stef all the stalls he had visited and of 
course made himself very popular as he chatted to everyone.  He was extremely pleased 
with his purchase and may have gone over budget.  He is such lovely company I hope he 
joins us on another fibre trip. 

There was such a variety of stalls my favourite always the fibre/ spinning companies.  I 
enjoy chatting to the stall owners and I have been known to persuade complete strangers 
to join our guild.  I always make a point of talking to the lovely ladies from the Threshing 
Barn as they always praise our guild and tell their customers we are the best one to join. 

I could really spend an absolute fortune it’s so hard to resist all the goodies.  I actually 
bought a stick-on tattoo but keep forgetting to stick it on my arm I was going to pretend 
to my family that it was real, but I don’t think they would fall for it. 

I am building my supply of circular needles and have spent quite a lot of money on them, 
but I feel it’s worth the expense to have the most comfortable tools of the trade.  We had 
a marvellous day and I always enjoy sharing the experience with a friend.  I will definitely 
be going again it’s one of my favourite shows. 

Pat Christmas 

Wonderwool Wales 

This was my second year attending this fabulous show it’s so worth the trip to see all 
amazing talent of the stall owners all the amazing fibre and equipment.  It’s a huge show 
but everything is on one floor and there are plenty of places to sit and rest. 

I took my time browsing and found some lovely polworth fibre.  I didn’t realise there was 
a lady behind me who bought what was left, I arrived at the till and realised I wanted 
more.  I was then told there was none left.   I felt bereft but obviously had to accept it. 
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However, a miracle happened and the lady who had bought what was left decided she 
didn’t want it after all.  So I was able to buy what was left.  I was so happy; it’s mad isn’t it 
to feel like that over fibre! 

I had a lovey chat with a lady who I follow on Instagram.  She runs a farm and often posts 
photographs of her lovely sheep and she produces the most colourful art yarn and 
beautiful locks.  She said I always leave her lovely comments, it’s nice to think that 
someone actually reads them anyway she is a lovely friendly lady. 

There are so many talented people showing what they do and are always so keen to impart 
their knowledge of their particular craft. 

I feel in my own little world looking around in amazement mostly at the whole layout of 
the show.  I will be there next year, and I encourage anyone who is thinking of going to do 
so. it’s a wonderful experience.  

Pat Christmas 

A Right Royal Street Party 

We will have lived in Belmont Crescent in Old Town in Swindon for 40 years at the end of 
this year.  For the last 30 years I have organised various street parties alongside some of 
my neighbours and a party for the Coronation was a must.  We are only a small Crescent 
of 28 houses.  There is a newish block of flats on one corner and about six other houses 
that back on to the Crescent who we always include them in the party.  

My neighbour, Jeremy, and I decided to organise a party and our usual plan is to drop 
notes through everyone’s letter boxes asking if anyone would like to help.  This year we 
got a great committee to help.  We always do a ‘bring and share’ lunch and arrange 
activities for the children to do while everyone else is chatting and generally having a good 
time.  It is all very low key.   

This year’s party was happily heading along the same lines when, two weeks before, 
Jeremy and I got a call saying that HRH the Princess Royal had expressed a wish to visit a 
street party and we were asked if we would mind if she came to ours.  You can’t really say 
“no” can you? 

Of course we were very flattered but it certainly made a difference to our planning.  First 
of all, Jeremy and I had to have a full-on meeting with security personnel.  Anti-terrorism 
person, high up police person, Princess Anne’s personal bodyguard, people from the Lord 
Lieutenant’s office.  A little intimidating at first but they were all very nice.   

Since Princess Anne wanted this to be a private visit we were sworn to secrecy.  We were 
allowed to tell our committee and our spouses but no one else.  Very hard when I was 
dying to tell my family and friends!  I needed to find someone to make a flower posy, and 
a child to present it, without telling either of them who It was for.  Luckily, I have a few 
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granddaughters and also luckily none of the other committee members had any so that 
was an easy decision.  As luck would have it, I also have a very dear friend who has made 
posies for Royalty before, so I paid her a visit and thankfully she said yes.  

Lots of peripheral things had to be sorted out, one of the main ones being a convenient 
bathroom for the use of HRH.  Luckily Jeremy’s house was nearest to where she would be 
parking so they drew the short straw.  A lot of cleaning (although it was already perfectly 
clean), a lot of security inspections and no one to use it for 24 hours prior to the visit! 

There were bomb sniffer dogs on the morning of the party and a huge police presence 
although they did try to remain inconspicuous by the time the party started.  We also had 
to provide bottled water and it had to be in glass bottles and strong coffee for Princess 
Anne.   

Once HRH and Sir Tim arrived the Lord Lieutenant introduced the local dignitaries followed 
by Jeremy.  Then Jeremy introduced Princess Anne to me and the rest of the committee 
and took her to meet residents, family and friends of the Crescent. I then introduced Sir 
Tim to the committee and took him around to introduce him to people.  It was all set down 
and timed in the order of the day. 

Princess Anne had brought her contribution to the ‘bring and share’, a tray of delicious 
tiffin.  The Lord Lieutenant brought smoked salmon blinis!  Of course, they were offered 
food in return.  One of our Thai neighbours and her friends spend hours the day before 
and on the morning of a street party cooking up the most delicious Thai feast and I certainly 
saw them offering food to HRH and Sir Tim.   

Princess Anne has a reputation for being the most hard-working Royal and for being very 
down to earth and it is a well-deserved reputation.  She chatted to anyone and everyone 
and looked as if she was genuinely interested in what they were saying.  There was a lot 
of laughter.  Sir Tim was equally friendly.  My only problem was that he is so very tall, and 
I am shrinking dramatically with osteoporosis so the following day I had a real crick in my 
neck! 

We have a tradition at special anniversary parties of giving all attending children a tin 
containing various old coins.  This year we had had the Royal Cipher placed on the tins and 
a note inside saying that they had been presented by the Princess Royal.  

In the end HRH and Sir Tim stayed far longer than the expected time.  It was quite funny 
to see security urging them back to the car and them both stopping to chat to more people. 
So, a very exciting and memorable street party and I very much doubt that we will ever be 
able to top it.  What I have to do now is sort out all the many photos that I have been sent 
and I think I shall get a photo book made to enjoy in years to come. 

Jennifer Thompson 
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CRAFT SOCIALS 
 

Aldbourne Braid Days 

The next Aldbourne Braid Day is June 11th.  The remaining dates for 2023 are August 6th, 
October 1st and December 10th.  All are Sundays. 

The cost is £8.00 per head per day.  Biscuits, cake and hot drinks are provided free of 
charge. Please contact me for directions and so that I can keep an eye on numbers.  

Sal Shepherd 

Weavers’ Chat 

The Guild weavers normally meet at Speen Parish Hall, Newbury, RG14 1RJ on the last 
Saturday of the month from 09.30 – 13.30  The next meeting will be 24th June 2023.  
Other dates for 2023 are 22nd July, 23rd September, 28th October and 25th November.  
All meetings from 9.30 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. The final meeting for 2023 will be 25th 
November from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. with a shared lunch.  £4.00 to cover the cost of the 
hall. 

It is called “Weavers’ Chat”, but braiders can come with inkles, marudai etc and lace 
makers with pillows as it is all weaving.  In fact all Guild members are very welcome to 
come along to see what we are doing and find out what weaving is all about. 

Please let me know if you are coming so that there is enough milk, biscuits and maybe 
cake!      Rosie Price   

Moulsford Spinning & Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at Moulsford Pavilion from 6.30pm – 10pm. 
There are usually spinners, weavers, felters, a basketmaker and knitters there so do come 
and join us. 

For more information contact Linda Scurr or Rosie Price  
 

Newbury Crafters 

Newbury Crafters normally meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month at Speen Parish Hall, 
Newbury, RG14 1RJ  from 2 – 5 pm. Come along to this social afternoon with your own 
craft project and meet people with other craft interests for an exchange of ideas. 

For more details contact Sue Davies  

 
The copy deadline for the September 2023 issue of the Shuttle is 11th 

August 2023.  The email address is kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com 
 


