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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sat 1st April 
Guild Meeting & AGM – Shared Lunch 
AM: AGM 
PM: Social 

Sat 29th April 

Guild Meeting   
AM: Social              
PM: Talk by Pat Frost, former Director of Fashion and Textiles 
at Christie’s.  Currently she is Publications Editor for The Textile 
Society. 

Sat 6th May PLEASE NOTE: NO MEETING IN MAY DUE TO THE 
CORONATION, TWO IN APRIL INSTEAD. 

Sat 3rd June 
Guild Meeting   
AM: Social              
PM: Nature’s Rainbow, a talk about Madder by Susan Dye 

Sun 4th June Madder Workshop with Susan Dye 

Sat 1st July 
Guild Meeting   
AM: Social              
PM: Patchwork Knitting  by Fiona Morris 

Sun 2nd July Patchwork Knitting Workshop with Fiona Morris 

GUILD MEETINGS
The usual agenda for Guild meetings is: 

10.00 a.m. Hall open for sociable crafts 
1.00 p.m. Business Meeting 
1.30 p.m. Show and Tell  
2.00 p.m. Speaker 

Some meetings are different, and as such are noted above. Please check so as not to be 
disappointed.  

Members are requested to follow any requests with respect to social distancing, masks 
and similar.  Please help your Committee by putting your own and your neighbour’s chair 
away at the end of the day.   

There will still be some Friday Morning Zoom meetings each month, the precise details are 
arranged each month.  If you want to join any of these, please let Nicky, the webmaster, 
kvgwebmaster@gmail.com know so that she is able to send you an invitation to the 
events. Thank you. 

Sue Malvern, Speaker Secretary 

mailto:kvgwebmaster@gmail.com
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

I’m hoping you are all well.  Christmas seems ages ago, it was very busy this year.  My 
cousin and her friend came to stay and we had loads of fun with them. It was good to be 
able to help my cousin’s friend as she would have been alone had she not joined us.  It was 
amazing to spend time with them they helped out loads and were so chilled out and 
relaxed it did my heart good to have them here.  My daughter did all the cooking for us 
and made the most delicious food for us to enjoy.  Altogether it was a marvellous time. 

We had a wonderful trip to Durham to visit my daughter’s future in-laws.  We had such a 
lovely time with the family they were so welcoming and friendly.  We enjoyed some meals 
out and a bit of wedding dress shopping for my daughter.  We hope to catch up with them 
again fairly soon.  

I always think January is a strange month, people can feel so down and flat it seems to drag 
on a bit.  I always feel better in February and can look forward to better days ahead.  I try 
to have an event to attend (as well as our guild meetings) it gives me something to plan 
for. 

I have to say I am quite proud of myself for finishing my first pair of knitted socks and can’t 
wait to make more.  I am knitting a sleeveless top with my hand dyed and spun wool it’s 
slow going but I will get there.  I found a stash of knitting magazines in the wardrobe and 
had lots of fun sorting through them, so I now have a lot of patterns to try.  I am currently 
really enjoying knitting rather than crochet as I prefer knitted garments.  I am getting to 
grips a bit with reading knitting patterns.  I have a bit of trouble fixing mistakes so if you 
see me hovering around any of you with needles a pattern and wool be warned it means I 
might need help! 

I have also found patterns for knitted gnomes.  I remembered one of our zooms during 
lockdown where Maggie showed us the most amazing gnome.  I thought it was so clever 
and definitely out of my league.  I was thinking about one day and did a bit of searching on 
YouTube and Instagram, and found the gnome pattern.  I decided to have a go and actually 
made one I was so proud of it and have bored people with the photos of the couple made 
so far.  I intend to make many more!  

Of course, the beauty of all this is that I have learned so much at our guild and try things I 
never thought I would so thank you all of you lovely people for inspiring me to have the 
confidence to try new things.  Keep weaving, spinning and dyeing. 

Pat Christmas 
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GUILD DEMONSTRATIONS 

For details of Guild Demonstrations, please refer to the Demonstrations Folder available 
at the Guild meetings or email Stefanie at kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com. 

The demonstration season is nearly upon us, and we have the two shows, the Berkshire 
YFC Country Fayre, booked for 7th May, and Lambourn Show, also on the 7th May.  I am 
sure there will be more to come. 

If you would like to attend a Guild demonstration day, please sign up in the folder or 
contact the Demonstrations Secretary by email  (kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com).  It is 
essential that the Demonstrations Secretary knows that you will be attending to ensure 
that you are covered by Public Liability Insurance.  Please note that the KVGSWD will under 
no circumstances be responsible for any theft, loss or damage caused to equipment not 
belonging to the Guild.  This includes use of such equipment on Guild demonstrations. 
Each Guild Member will be responsible for their equipment.  They should check their own 
house contents insurance policy to see if they are covered for use of their equipment 
anywhere outside their homes. 

Stefanie Rachmann-Davies, Demonstrations Secretary 

SHOW-AND-TELL 

December Sue Malvern showed us the results of two workshops she participated in while 
travelling in India in November.  One explored a type of block-printing, called 
Ajrakh, using natural blue and red dyes on cotton and the other a form of tie-
dyeing on silk called Bandhani.   The silk was dyed bright yellow with small 
circles left undyed where the ties had been applied. 

Back home Sue has been weaving with linen.  We saw a length of twill using 
silk as the weft.  She has also made a series of tea towels in linen using a weave 
structure called Halvdrall giving different patterns on the same 
warpthreading.  They were in shades of blue with an accent of pale orange.  

After the formal show-and-tell was over another item appeared on the table. 
Jenny Gribble’s granddaughter Marnie had completed her first weaving 
project, a piece of plain weave in blue, pink and lilac cotton.  Well done 
Marnie. 

January Pam Caine was inspired to knit a colourful rug/blanket after seeing a friend’s 
completed project.  The design in acrylic DK used garter stitch and consisted 

mailto:kvgdemonstrations@gmail.com
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of strips of colourful houses with striped rooves.  The strips were then joined 
to form a large rectangle and finished with a black garter stitch border.  A long 
project but a beautiful result. 

Angela Pawlyn has woven a rug for her niece’s new home in shades of blue, 
red, pink and lemon.  She used a linen warp and Axminster rug wool as the 
weft.  The twill weave structure was very effective giving the appearance of 
coloured chevrons on a blue background. 

Marion Proctor spent Christmas in Morocco visiting her daughter.  She came 
home with a very colourful woven cotton mat composed of a multi-coloured 
design on a grey ground and a fine woven white bath sheet/throw with 
patterned indigo stripes. 

February I’m afraid I missed the Show-and-Tell this month. I had my guild auditor hat 
on in the morning and didn’t get back to the meeting until Show-and-Tell was 
nearly over.  My apologies. 

Lynne Bond 

GUILD TROPHIES 
Trophies awarded since the last Shuttle 

December 2022 meeting: 
       Christmas Trophy (for ‘Fashion Show’): Hannah Lewington 
Upcoming Trophies 

April 2023:  June Young Trophy 
May 2023:  Beginners Spinners’ Trophy 

Spinning Trophy 
Beginner Weavers’ Trophy  
Weaving Trophy 

Many congratulations to the winner of last year’s Christmas trophy. 
Hannah Lewington was the very worthy winner with her gorgeous, knitted jumper 
beautifully modelled for us by her father. 

The next trophy to be awarded at Guild will be the June Young trophy for service to guild. 
For all of our new members this trophy was donated by Roy in memory of his wife June. 
The trophy is awarded by the committee and is for someone who goes above and beyond 
to help the guild.  It didn’t use to include the committee members but all that has changed 
since COVID.   

Service to Guild includes many things.  Some huge and others which appear to be quite 
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mundane but without them Guild would be a poorer place.  It can be for someone who 
sweeps up the floor every month or puts away chairs if others have forgotten.  Maybe 
someone who greets people or looks after new members.  Perhaps someone who 
demonstrates spinning or weaving at different venues to promote the Guild.  I’m sure 
there are lots more ideas amongst Guild members.   

Although it is the committee who decide on the recipient of the trophy, they 
would welcome suggestions from members so if you have someone that you would like to 
put forward please let Pat Christmas know.  

In May we have four trophies to award.  Last year for various reasons the spinning and 
weaving trophies were awarded in August but they always used to be awarded in May so 
we will go back to May this year.  There are two spinning trophies.  The beginner trophy 
and the spinning trophy.  The beginner trophy is, as you would expect, awarded to 
someone who has recently started spinning but can also include anyone who has recently 
started a different type of spinning, maybe spindle to wheel or vice versa or using an e 
spinner.  Usually, the spinning trophy is awarded for a particular skill in spinning but this 
year we haven’t discussed what it will be so as soon as I know I will send out an email to 
let you know.  

Similarly, the weaving trophy.  As soon as I know I will let you know.  The beginner weaver’s 
trophy is aimed at all our beginner weavers whether you are taking the weaving course 
with Rosie and Lynne or teaching yourself from YouTube videos.  It can be on a rigid heddle 
loom or a tapestry loom as well as a multi-shaft loom.  So please keep an eye out for 
reminders nearer the time and please do enter your work.  We do love to see a lot of 
entries for the trophies.  

Jennifer Thompson 

GUILD COURSES 

Currently there are two workshops booked, both linked to speakers at Guild meetings. 
Natural Dyeing with Madder Sunday 4th June, 9.30am – 4pm 

Tutor: Susan Dye Venue:  Speen Village Hall 
Cost: £30, cost includes supply of madder dye. 
You will need to bring 100g of mordanted material to dye (yarn, a warp, fibre) and 
50g of un-mordanted material which you’ll mordant at the workshop.  You’ll also 
need an apron, rubber gloves and a container for taking home left over dye. 

You’ll receive instructions for mordanting your material 3 months in advance. 
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Please also check the dye workshop help list at Guild meetings to see if there’s 
anything you can contribute.  Items required include: 

• Transportation for Susan Dye from her hotel to Speen Village Hall, and then
from Speen to Newbury station

• a packed lunch for Susan Dye
• Equipment for the dyeing – a dye pot you can lend or bring, a portable electric

ring for heating pots, making a haybox to hold one dye pot (Instructions for
this will be provided)

Patchwork Knitting    Sunday 2nd July, 9.30am – 4pm 
Tutor: Fiona Morris  Venue:  Speen Village Hall 
Cost:  £15. 
You will need to bring your own yarn, odds and ends including hand spun, and 
knitting needles. 

Signup sheets for both of these will be found on the table at the back of the hall on Guild 
Meeting days.  

You can pay the treasurer at Guild meetings or pay by Bank transfer, but please email the 
treasurer at kvgtreasurer1@gmail.com to let her know for which course you sent a bank 
transfer.  

Contact the treasurer for details of bank account, sort code and reference for 
bank transfers. 

So, if I (the editor) made a bank transfer for a workshop, my reference would be 
WKLYHARPER.  Please don’t forget to send the email, so that Janet knows which workshop 
the payment is for. 

We are still looking for a new Courses Secretary at the moment, (see the ‘ad’ later in the 
shuttle) so these courses are being arranged with a lot of goodwill and cooperation. 
Anything that guild members can do to help with these is very very welcome – especially 
if they were to take on the role of Courses Secretary. 

THANK YOU TO PAM 
After many years serving the Guild as Membership secretary, Pam has finally decided that 
she is ready to retire from the role. You’ll have worked with her in the two major tasks, 
that of membership renewals, and also of sending the Guild emails to all members. Pat 
thanked her for all her hard work at the Feb Guild meeting.  Pam won’t be disappearing, 
she’ll be enjoying socialising at Guild meetings instead of collecting subscriptions. 

mailto:kvgtreasurer1@gmail.com
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Welcome to New Members. 
Welcome to the following members who have joined the Guild since the last 
Shuttle was published.  Watch out for them at meetings, and please talk to them 
and introduce yourselves to them. 

Jackie Bakmand Ruth Bradd Laura Davey 
Rosemary Goodchild Amy Woodyer Maria Zottl 

NOTICE OF KVGWSD 2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Kennet Valley Guild of Weavers, Spinners and 
Dyers will be held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Greenham, at 11am on Saturday 1st 
April, followed by a shared lunch. 

The positions of Treasurer, Vice Chairman and Workshop Secretary are open for 
nominations from the Kennet Valley Guild members.  Forms will be available at 
the Guild meeting on 4th March. 

Nominations for the committee must be proposed and seconded and written on 
the form and handed to the secretary before the AGM. 

To hold a ballot for these positions on the committee we need a quorum of the 
membership to attend the AGM, which is 25 members.  Please support your 
committee by attending the AGM on 1st April. 

If you are interested in joining the committee, please talk to our Chairman Pat 
Christmas.  There are many activities happening within the Guild that depend on 
your support and giving a little of your time helps keep the Guild running. 

The current committee :- 

Chairman (Pat Christmas standing for a second term). 
Vice Chairman (Lynne Harper standing down). 
Secretary (Marion Proctor). 
Treasurer (Janet Dunbar standing down). 
Membership Secretary (Lynne Harper). 
Speaker Secretary (Sue Malvern). 
Workshop Secretary (vacant). 
Demonstration Secretary (Stefanie Rachmann-Davies). 

Role descriptions for the vacant positions will be found elsewhere in the Shuttle. 
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TAKING CARE OF CHILDREN 
Kennet Valley Guild’s Responsibilities 

The National Association of Guilds recently circulated its policy statement concerning its 
commitment to protecting children from harm.  This prompted the KVG Committee to 
consider whether we ought to have our own policy in place.  This was a new concept for 
the Committee as, as far as we knew, it had not previously been considered.  

We decided that KVG should have a workable policy aimed at safeguarding people under 
18 from the risk of harm whilst taking part in Guild activities.  

We thought we would let you know the outcome of our discussions so far; 

a) Although we are a voluntary agency, we agreed that KVG should have policies and
procedures in place that protect people under 18 involved in Guild activities from the
risk of harm (physical, sexual, psychological, or emotional harm) associated with Guild
activities.

b) Every member should be aware of, and put into practice, the Guild’s policies and
procedures when interacting with people under 18 involved in Guild activities.

c) KVG should have a Designated Safeguarding Officer.  Sue Davies was appointed as she
has experience in drafting and implementing child protection policies.

d) The policy will include, but is not restricted to, statements of principle, procedures,
and guidance on taking, publishing, and storing images of children and young people.
A balance must be struck between the benefit of using images of people under 18 to
promote Guild activities and the risk of harm to them.  Where there is a conflict then
the welfare of the young person with be paramount.

e) The policy will not only safeguard people under 18 but is also be designed to protect
members of the Guild who interact with them during the course of Guild activities.

f) So far, the Committee has discussed and agreed the KVG Safeguarding Policy and the
Role of the Designated Safeguarding Officer.  It is in the process of discussing its policy 
relating to the taking, sharing and storing of images of people under 18.

g) A copy of the Safeguarding Policy Statement will be pinned on the notice board for
everyone to read.  It is important that everyone is familiar with the policy and is able
to follow its key principles, so that the risk of harm is minimized.

h) When finalised, the Policy statement will be published in the Shuttle and on the KVG
website.

i) The policies and procedures are dynamic documents and will need to be regularly
reviewed by the Committee.  It was agreed that the policy and procedure would be
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reviewed at least annually but more frequently if concerns or issues arise which would 
need further consideration. 

j) If anyone has any concerns about a person under 18 involved in a Guild activity, they
should report it to the Designated Safeguarding Officer (Sue Davies), the Chair (Pat
Christmas) or any Member of the Committee.  Consideration will then be given to the
appropriate action to be taken (if any).

k) At the next committee meeting, the Committee will consider and hopefully finalise,
the policy and procedure relating to the taking, publishing and storage of images of
people under 18.  Once this aspect of the policy has been agreed, it will be published
with an explanatory note setting out the implications of the policy for members on a
day-to-day basis.

l) Until such time as the full policy is developed and published, the interim policy relating
to taking, publishing, sharing, and storing images of people under 18 is as follows:

No image of a person under 18 involved in Guild activities shall be taken without
the prior written consent of the person under 18, and where appropriate, their
parent or guardian.  The Designated Safeguarding Officer (Sue Davies) will keep
copies of consent forms completed by the person under 18, and where
appropriate their parent or guardian.

Where the parent or guardian of a person under 18 wishes to take a picture of
them involved in a Guild activity they must ensure that they do not, either
deliberately or accidentally take a picture of any other person under 18 without
the prior written consent of the person under 18 or their parent or guardian.

If a person under 18 wishes to take a picture of themselves involved in a Guild
activity they must ensure that they do not deliberately or accidentally take a
picture of any other person under 18 involved in that, or any other Guild activity
without the prior written consent of the person under 18, their parent or
guardian.

If you have any questions or would like to make any suggestions or comments about the 
policy or any other issue relating to safeguarding you can drop me an email or see me at 
the meeting in March 2023. I’d be very happy to discuss it with you. 

Thanks for reading this article.  I’ll keep you all updated in the Shuttle and at the Business 
meetings.  

Sue Davies, Designated Safeguarding Officer, 6/2/2023 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE SALES TABLE 
As many of you will recall Dennis Walker used to be in charge of the sales table and did a 
sterling job in collecting money for items placed on the sales table and ensuring that the 
money collected went to the correct person.  

Dennis has not been well and is keeping himself safe at home until he feels able to return 
to Guild meetings.  Lynne Bond has kindly stepped into the breach but has other duties 
which means she will not always be available to take money and ensure that it gets to the 
correct person. 

We thought it might be useful to set out some guidelines about buying and selling: 

a) The person putting items on the Sales Table should clearly mark the price of each
item they wish to sell, and the person to whom the proceeds should be paid.

b) The person wishing to buy an item from the Sales Table should pay the money
directly to the seller whose name is displayed on the item.

c) It will be the responsibility of the seller to pay 10% of the proceeds of their sales
to the Guild.  This money can be paid to Sue Davies, Janet Dunbar, or Lynne Bond
who will accept it on behalf of the Guild.

d) Sellers should remove any unsold items from the sales table before they leave the 
meeting.  Any items remaining at the end of the meeting will be deemed to be
donations to the Guild and treated accordingly.

e) Any items donated to the Guild can be placed on the sales table directly if they
are clearly marked as donations.  If you would prefer to give them to Lynne Bond
or Sue Davies, you may do so.  They will ensure that the items are clearly marked
as donations and that the money gets to the Treasurer.

Thank you all in advance.  Happy buying. Sue Davies 

THOUGHTS ON THE 2023 EXHIBITION 
It is only February and Christmas seems like a distant memory, but the days are getting 
longer, and the clocks go forward in five weeks.  Before we know it, summer will be upon 
us along with the deadline for finishing and handing in your items for our exhibition.  So 
now is the time to put your ideas into practise.  Whatever you are doing, whether it is 
based on the workshops held during our recent skills day or getting busy with your own 
ideas, this is a good time to be getting creative.  Before long the lure of lighter evenings, 
holidays and our gardens will tempt us away from our crafts.   

It doesn’t matter how long you have been a member of the guild or on your level of 
experience.  Let us take a pride in our work and bring together a wonderful display of our 
craft showcasing our many and varied skills.  Please use the form in the Shuttle which 
needs to be completed for each entry. Anne Reddan 
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SHOW and TELL 
DECEMBER 

Marnie’s 
first 

weaving 

Ajrakh and Bandhani 
 

Linen twill 

JANUARY 

Knitted blanket 

Woven Rug 

Textiles from Morocco 
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Thanks to 
Julie for 
time as 

secretary 

MINI 
WORKSHOPS 

Circular 
Weaving 

Triangular 
weaving 

for 
Windmills 

Crocheted Baubles 

Wound Bowls 
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Some of Sharon 

Kearley’s inspirations 
for her work 

Weaving Sticks 

Bobbin Lace 
Stars 

MINI 
WORKSHOPS 
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Beginner Weavers 

Thanks 
to Pam 

MUSEUM in 
ICELAND 

Outside 

Living Room 

Viking 
Loom 

Whorls and loom weights 
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GUILD EXHIBITION 2023 

‘Circles & Spheres – an exploration’ 

Theme:   Any interpretation of Circles & Spheres  
Dates: Exhibition: Wednesday 23rd August – Sunday 17th September 2023 
 Setup:  Tuesday 22nd August, Clearing:  Monday 18th September 
Venue: Gallery 5 at the West Berkshire Heritage Museum 

EXHIBITS:  Any of the following items inspired by the theme: 
• Knitted/Crochet items that include one or more of the Guild core skills of weaving, 

spinning or dyeing.   
• Any other exhibit, using the Guild core skills. 
• For those entering an item showing off Guild Skills, they may submit  

an additional single piece that links to the Guild’s core skills e.g. felting, braiding,  
lace work etc. If in doubt, please speak to Meg Crowther. 

Information: 
• Entry forms are in the March 2023 edition of The Shuttle (printed and online) and 

will also be emailed to all on the Guild email list.   
• One entry form should be completed for every individual entry and emailed to 

Meg Crowther as soon as possible, but no later than 8th July.  If you are not sure 
whether the exhibit will be completed in time for the exhibition, please still 
submit the form with a note to that fact.  Exhibits turning up on the day, without 
our prior receipt of an entry form, will not be accepted for exhibition. 

• The Guild Meeting before the exhibition is on Saturday 5th August, so all exhibits 
should be brought along to this meeting or posted/delivered directly to Meg 
Crowther AFTER 8th July 2023.  If this is not possible, contact Meg for an 
alternative delivery point or as a final resort, last minute items may be brought to 
the Museum on the set-up day between 1pm and 2pm. 

• All items should be in a named container, preferably a bag, for ease of storage. 
• Exhibits should be collected from the museum between 10.30am and 11.30am  

on Monday 18th September.  If this isn’t possible, please designate someone else 
to collect the item. 

Entry forms:  Email or post forms Meg Crowther 
 
The Guild Exhibition Committee reserve the right make selections from the submissions 
to create an exhibition that represents the varied level of skills within the group.  

The Guild is not responsible for any loss of or damage to submissions when they are on 
the West Berkshire Museum premises or in the care of a Guild member. 
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Guild Exhibition 2023 Exhibit Entry Form, one form per exhibit please. 

Name:  

Contact 
Phone 

Number 

 
Please note: Personal info will 
not be displayed with exhibit, 
it is only needed in case of a 
problem, especially with 
returning the item. It will  
stay with the organiser only. 

Contact 
email 

 

Item 
 

Fibre/Yarn 
Used 

 

Techniques 
Used 

 

Other 
Comments, 

issues, 
suggestions 
about your 

piece(s)  

 

Please email forms to Meg Crowther 
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COMMITTEE POSITIONS VACANT 
Treasurer 
This is an important role, and the Guild cannot 
get along without someone in the position.  
Could you do this?  Our current Treasurer assures 
us that if you can manage your own bank 
account, then you should be able to succeed in 
the role of Treasurer. 

“What does it involve?”, you might ask, well the tasks are: 

Monthly: 
• Collect entrance fees and ensure completion of sign-in sheet 
• Record receipts of cash and cheques by category 
• Pay cash and cheques into the bank account 
• Make payments where appropriate via cheque or bank transfer 
• Update Committee meeting on current financial position 

Annually: 
• Prepare annual statement of accounts and balance sheet for audit 
• Prepare Treasurer’s report for AGM in April 
• In May, book Greenham hall for the following year and liaise with Greenham PCC 

on payment of invoices 

General: 
• Liaise with other Committee and Guild members (e.g. Speaker and Courses 

Secretary) on expenses generated by Guild activities to ensure timely and 
accurate view of likely expenditure. 

Vice-Chairman 
This is a lovely role as an introduction to committee membership.  The main task is 
attending committee meetings and giving your ideas and general input to the items on the 
agenda, providing an extra insight to discussions.  The other task is standing in for the 
Chairman if they are not available to chair the Business meetings at a Guild meeting, or a 
committee meeting.  This is not often necessary but does mean that you need to be 
prepared to stand up at the front of the hall and talk to all the members present, running 
the business meeting, and generally being the person every goes to if there are any 
questions. 

Workshop Secretary 
We all like the chance to attend workshops on special areas of the skills we love.  The 
Workshop Secretary is vital to ensuring that we have the chance.  They would work closely 
with the Speaker Secretary, where possible enabling a workshop to be linked to a talk that 



   

18 

 

is to be given at a Guild meeting.  An organised mind is probably an advantage here, as you 
will see from the list of tasks involved.   

• Liaise with the speaker secretary to combine talks with workshops. 
• Book dates with the Speen Hall secretary or find and book other venues if needed. 
• Provide sign-up sheets at the Guild meetings to enable people to enter their 

names for the workshops.  (Previously a yellow file, currently a set of clipboards) 
• Inform the treasurer to check the validity for the cost of the tutor, hall hire, travel 

and maybe B&B if required. 
• Ensure tutor is aware of all details, and has the appropriate risk assessment forms, 

expenses forms etc. 
• Collect members’ money and enter name and amount on the forms. 
• Organise the day of the workshop, collecting keys, unlocking and locking doors, 

ensuring refreshments (tea, coffee, milk 
and biscuits) are provided, and tidying 
the hall afterwards.  Note this could be 
delegated to another willing person for a 
specific workshop, but the responsibility 
of ensuring it is done lies with the 
Workshop secretary. 

• Hand over the final list of names, forms 
and money to the treasurer 

Will YOU heed the call? 

 

ARTICLES 

Sharon Kearley – Connecting Threads talk, Feb Guild meeting. 
A thought-provoking talk from Sharon based on her body of work "Connections within 
Woven Textiles".  Keeping to the ethos her mother always mentioned when she was 
growing up, "Rules are made to be bent", and not being afraid to experiment, much of her 
work although based on weaving has brought in other mediums like paint, stitch & 3D 
elements.  So often with weaving it was about sticking to the rules taught and while there 
is some merit in this often providing a sense of stability, calm and a kind of body rhythm, 
these rules can be bent.  

      Reflecting on her personal journey, the land on which we live and our connections 
to it, brought much of her research to her local area.  With a wealth of resources in local 
museums such as Devices and drawing inspiration form the connections between ley lines, 
Great Stones way, map, grids (both physical & invisible lines), as well as the behaviours of 
humans between the land & themselves.  
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      Various bodies of work each with a different element and theme including one 
weaving piece with paper (a different challenge & journey in itself).  This work was 
displayed as Heathland Art works and also encompassed following its journey as it decayed 
on the land. Another piece working on silk with the Great Stones path highlighted in rust 
in squares representing grids of maps.  There was also another interesting piece with 
indigo being stitched as a path within the weaving.  The ideas for pieces didn't stop there 
with things moving into cubes.  

      Some really interesting pieces of work and the journey to them.  I don't know about 
others in the audience, but it definitely got me thinking about my own personal 
connections, body rhythms and a strange urge to go visiting Devizes museum. 

 Ruth Bradd 

January Mini Workshops. 
As usual we held 8 mini workshops at the January Guild meeting, alongside the normal 
socialising which still went on.  Four were run in the morning and four in the afternoon.  
This year the workshops were linked by a circular/spherical theme, although this was only 
a loose link in the case of the stick weaving.  The idea is to have a section displaying these 
at the Guild exhibition. 

Bobbin Lace Christmas Decorations: These were torchon lace star shapes, which were 
attached to silver bangles.  The pillows had all been prepared, and the  lace started, so that 
the participants could see what they were aiming for.  The entire piece used the same lace 
stitch, but did include a tie off.  All did very well, but none of the participants completed it 
in the morning.  They all took their pillows home to complete later.  Jenny  finished all but 
the tying off on hers during January, and brought it in to the February meeting to learn 
how to tie it off, it was complete by the end of that meeting.  Others will bring them back 
in March for finishing. 

Circular Weaving: Circular frames made of embroidery hoops, then either warped with 
parallel warp ends, or with warp ends rotating around the circle.  The weft was various 
yarns.  These provided two very different results, but both looking very effective.  Again 
not everyone completely finished, but everyone had done enough to know how to finish 
at home. 

Crocheted Christmas Baubles: The idea here was to crochet a lace covering for a ‘glass’ 
Christmas bauble.  There were two sizes of bauble, and several possible crochet patterns.  
Interestingly the larger designs were quicker and easier to do, as the resulting crocheted 
lace was less fine.  The lace jackets were made in a 2-D circular manner, and then put 
around the bauble.  The outer edge was then pulled tight around the top of the bauble. 

Dream Catchers: A chance to make a Dream Catcher, based on the Native American 
tradition.  The options were to use a long thing twig twisted into a circle, a wooden ring, 



   

20 

 

or a smaller metal ring which could be surrounded by leather.  Most chose the wooden 
ring.  It was then a case of building up the ‘web’ of waxed thread, and adding beads and a 
feather to catch the dreams.  Unlike many of the workshops, everyone finished, and 
several did more than one. 

‘Egberts’: These were puppets, ostriches made from two differing sized pompom balls. The 
two balls were joined together by plaited yarn to form the neck, and a long piece of plaited 
yarn round around the bigger pompom provided the legs. The legs were weighted by three 
2p pieces surrounded by a felt circle.  Thing threads were connected from the feet, the 
body and the head to a cross made of two green plant sticks.  The resulting puppets could 
be made to walk and bob their heads.  Again not completely finished in the session, but 
Pam brought in her completed Egbert in February, sporting some lovely wobbly eyes. 

Weaving Sticks: The least obviously circular of the workshops, using five sticks to weave a 
thick band.  The participants didn’t make very long bands, but long enough ones could 
easily be made into belts – hence the link to circles.  This workshop was self-directed, so 
the participants were given instructions and then basically left to their own devices.  They 
seemed to manage! 

Wound Bowls: Pat had shown us her wound bowls back in 2022, and I immediately knew 
they’d be perfect for a workshop.  The process involved wrapping yarn around a thick core, 
and also using the wrapping yarn to create a circular effect by connecting layers of the core 
together in a bowl shape.  The results were very pretty, and most participants managed a 
small bowl, slightly bigger than a saucer by the end of the session. 

Woven Windmills: This was an experiment, weaving triangles on a square pin loom using 
the continuous warp/weft method doesn’t look very circular, but when four triangles are 
sewn together, they can then be used as the sails of a windmill.  Starting the triangles off 
was the most difficult part of the project, but there were some excellent triangles 
produced.  Again, none of the participants managed to finish in the session. Completing 
the four triangles and putting them together as a windmill took too long, but we look 
forward to seeing some windmills appear in show and tell over the next few meetings. 

I must thank all of the tutors, Jennifer, Pat, Angela, and Anne, for all they did to make these 
workshops successful.  I must especially thank Anne, as I twisted her arm to lead a session 
when she had not actually made anything like it before and needed a crash course before 
hand.  She did an excellent job.  On the same lines, Jennifer took on tutoring for the 
windmills, after my madcap design plan for them, and I very much appreciated her work 
and determination to achieve results. 

Of course I must also thank the participants, I hope that they all enjoyed taking part.  It 
was also noticeable that a lot of other members present came and had a good look at what 
was going on, perhaps they’d like to join in on whatever workshops are available in January 
2024.  

Lynne Harper 
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Memories of Tim 

Tim Franks sadly passed away on Christmas Day.  He had been involved in the Guild for a 
long time, although some newer members may not have known all that he did for the Guild.  
We have here some memories of Tim from two Guild members 

I was so sorry to hear of Tim’s passing on Christmas Day.  We had been guild friends for 
many years.  I don’t know exactly when he joined but looking through the Shuttle, I see he 
looked after the library in 1984 with Margaret Block.  From 1985-89 he was our Secretary 
and Chairman 89-92.  Back as treasurer 97-2000 and then another break but was back on 
the committee in 2010 as vice-chairman and did another stint as chairman 2011-13.  I was 
on the committee some of that time and we used to have our meeting in members houses 
and I remember they used to go on for quite a long time!,,,. 

Tim was always at the Newbury Show with his caravan along with Chris and Jane Rowley, 
they used to be able to park behind the sheep tent. On one occasion I took my tent to join 
the Saturday night BBQ.  Tim was often spinning on the Great Wheel; I do have a photo 
from June 1987 when Tim met Prince Charles at Wellington Country Park.  I also have a 
photo of him dressed as a monk doing some backstrap weaving.   

At our first re-enactment of the Newbury Coat in 1991 at the Newbury Show Tim was in 
charge of winding the handle of the mangle. 

At the March Guild meeting I will have the photos at the meeting so we can remember 
Tim a good friend and wonderful guild member. 

Rosie Price 

Tim Franks was our guild chairman back in the 1990's and was a very enthusiastic member 
and good chairman with a wicked sense of humour and always a twinkle in his eyes.  He 
was a very good tapestry weaver as well as a spinner and had a lot of good ideas for the 
guild and was well liked by many.   

Back in the late eighties, some guild members used to help out at the Lambourn Spring 
Show held in May time, up on the Lambourn downs which could be quite windy and 
chilly.  Some would be spinning and a few of us would help out with hot refreshments and 
rolls for the farmers and exhibitors of the show, in a very draughty old little caravan 
provided by Dawn and Maurice Duce.  They helped to run the show which had a lot of 
large and small traction engines.  Sadly, after a couple of years the caravan was not good 
to use anymore, and someone decided to get us to use, of all things, a very dirty cattle 
lorry.  Well, those of us trying to manage to do refreshments in this totally unsuitable 
venue were definitely NOT happy! One of our poor members/helpers had just finished a 
hygiene course and was horrified, thankfully we didn't get any inspectors come round.   

After that year, Tim had a friend somewhere who lived not too far away and had a 
wonderful catering van.  So, the following year he towed it to Lambourn.  What a 
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difference, it was like the Hilton.  We did bacon butties and burghers, and loads of hot 
drinks, I think we even had to get more supplies in as we were so busy.  Farmers and public 
alike were very impressed all thanks to Tim and his help. 

Some other lovely great memories of Tim were when a number of guild members 
demonstrated at Newbury show many years ago.  Tim and Jane and Chris Rowley and 
some others use to take their caravans and park them on a slope at the back of the 
showground and stayed for the weekend.  In the early days of the show, trying to get out 
of the showground use to take over an hour or more and one just had to sit in cars and 
wait.   

However, Tim suggested that anyone in the guild and possibly their family members too, 
could get some BBQ food from the show, and we could get it cooked on his BBQ.  Some 
people were kind and provided cake or other nice food, there were refreshments, which 
we could get from the showground, fairy lights were strung up around the caravans, and 
we had music, and it was such a better idea than sitting in a traffic queue!  When the car 
park was almost empty, we could comfortably leave, but not before we had had such a 
lovely enjoyable party.  We did have some fun, a good part down to Tim.  We had a few 
years of partying at the edge of Newbury Showground. 

Daphne Burgess 

Viking Weaving in Iceland 

Last December I went to Iceland again.  I do love that place.  We had a wonderful few days 
and even saw the Northern Lights this time.  On our last day our flight home wasn’t until 
3p.m. so, after checking out of our hotel, we had time to spare.  Just two doors away from 
our hotel, next to the wonderful Italian hot chocolate shop, there was a museum that we 
hadn’t visited on previous trips.  It looked like a tiny museum from the outside so we 
thought we would have plenty of time.  

From the outside it looks like a very small house and is indeed one of the earliest houses 
in Reykjavik when it was beginning to be developed.  Inside it was set out as the grocer’s 
shop it used to be and the living quarters of the family who owned it complete with 
Christmas decorations since it was December. 

We thought that was it until we noticed a lift and a set of stairs going down, so off we 
went.  Next level was the story of the growth of Reykjavik with models and films and it was 
absolutely fascinating.  We spent ages there and then came to another set of stairs.  Down 
we went and entered a cavernous space with the remains of a longhouse in its original 
position.  We had seen one like this before in Norway and were so impressed that the 
museum had been built over it.  We slowly walked all the way round pressing buttons to 
light up various bits and triggering short film shows on the walls as we passed of how it 
would all have developed.  So much to look at.  And then I got to the display cabinets on 
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the far wall, and they contained ancient spindle whorls made of rhyolite and weathered 
rocks with holes that may have been loom weights.  Some holes were natural, but one was 
man made.  There were loom beaters made from whale bone.  The sword beater used to 
compact the weft and the pin beater used to even out the weft.  There were also the 
remnants of a tanned leather shoe which is very unusual for Iceland since Icelandic 
footwear was usually made from a single piece of untanned sheepskin.  

But I digress.  In another room on this floor was an imagined living quarter from the 
longhouse and, on the far wall, a loom.  It was magnificent and how I would have loved to 
have a go at weaving on it.  I had to satisfy myself by taking loads of photographs instead 
but how I envy the museum curator who got to set it up and weave the piece on there!  

Our quick visit to the museum to while away the hours before returning to the airport was 
one of the best bits of the holiday in the end and I know that next time we go I shall be 
earmarking a lot more time to go back and enjoy it all again!  

Jennifer Thompson  

 

Beginners’ Weaving Course 

The wonderful world of weaving…. Concentration, patience and brain required….biscuits 
definitely help…. 

During the first session we began by completing the warp… (huge thanks to Rosie for 
starting us off), bit of a learning curve and a few re-takes required but by the second day 
we were nearly all ready to start.  Since then, we’ve been weaving our samples, some more 
successful that others and several deliberate mistakes included!  But we are all really 
happy with results.  At our third meet, we discussed our projects for later in the course.  
Quite a lot of information!  We have a challenge ahead but it’s very exciting. 

A few thoughts from the group: Andrew, Carol, Jamie, Jenny, Meg, Stephanie and Vanessa. 

Rosie and Lynn are brilliant, they are very generous with their time and expertise, 
they are extremely patient and explain things nice and clearly. 

Thoroughly enjoying the course…would recommend everyone to learn to weave 
(not sure Rosie will want to hear that!) 

Learning large quantities, loving the course. 

Weaving is like dynamic meditation. 

A great supportive group, under expert guidance. 

Big thanks to Rosie and Lynne for giving us this opportunity. 

Jenny Goss 
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Talk at ‘Textiles and Stitch around Marlborough’ 

Back in 2021 the Guild was contacted by ‘Textiles and Stitch around Marlborough’ (an 
independent embroiderers’ group that had previously been Marlborough Embroiderers’ 
Guild) and asked if someone would  be able to give a talk on Spinning and Weaving.  
Jennifer and I were delighted to offer, especially as Jennifer had at one time belonged to 
the group, so would enjoy meeting old friends.  It was arranged for January 2022, but for 
various reasons it had to be postponed, and we eventually went along to their January 
2023 meeting in Lockeridge. 

One of the questions we’d had was what sort of talk did they want, was it our 
spinning/weaving journeys, or what is spinning and weaving, a more instructional 
approach.  Of course, when we asked this, the response was “Both!”  In view of that we 
decided to talk about how we started both Spinning and Weaving, and in doing that explain 
some of the mechanics of the two skills.   

The situation was a little different to when we are involved at demonstrations at shows, 
as there we would only be talking to a small group at a time, and usually the conversation 
is directed by the interest and questions of those to whom we are talking.  This time there 
would be a hall full of people and the interaction during the talk would be more restricted.  
We would have to direct our own talk.  We considered creating a PowerPoint presentation, 
but decided that it would be easier to take actual items with us, and use them to illustrate 
our talk.  After a brief introduction, Jennifer would start with our introduction to spinning, 
and talk about spinning generally, Then after about 25 minutes (not very long!!) I would 
take over and talk about how we moved into weaving and generally about weaving itself. 
This would last another 25 minutes, then we would finish by tying our talk into their main 
interest of embroidery, by talking about the use of both spinning and weaving in that area. 
Finally we would open to questions. 

I have a large car, and it was packed! Spinning wheels, looms, samples you name it, we 
had it.  When we arrived, we were helped unpack, and the ladies helping kept saying “Is 
that the lot?”, and we kept saying “No.”  There was some comment about a Tardis! 

I had made a large card demonstrators to help explain weaving.  Without a projector, 
something large was needed, as they wouldn’t be able to see sufficiently from the back.  
These worked well, and I have kept them for the future, just in case!! 

We inevitable overran, but not by much, and I think those listening enjoyed it.  We didn’t 
see anyone asleep anyway!!  It was an interesting experience, and we enjoyed it very much 
– and Jennifer did meet some old friends as well.  If you want to see a little of what we did, 
and read about it from the audience perspective, it can be seen in their January blog. Their 
website is https://textilesandstitch.co.uk/ . They added a link to our website as well, which 
was nice of them. 

Lynne Harper 

https://textilesandstitch.co.uk/
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The Contents of The Shuttle 

Although this edition of the shuttle looks, on the face of it, quite a large edition, if you look 
more closely a sad item about it becomes evident.  There are not many articles of general 
Weaving/Spinning/Dyeing interest.  Because of the amount of Guild information in this 
quarter (AGM, Exhibition and Committee Role ‘adverts’) the result has been a bumper 
edition. But without these items, which are not present every quarter, the result would be 
quite a small edition.   

I cannot magic articles from the ether, so, please do think about writing something for the 
next shuttle.  The deadline is the 15th May, but you don’t have to wait until then.  If you to 
something, see something, make something, go to an exhibition, a course, on holiday and 
you think it might be of interest, please sit down and write about it there and then, and 
email it to me immediately.  If you leave it, you’ll forget the details, or forget to do it at all.  
We will all be interested.  Please help make The Shuttle a ‘must read’ newsletter ever 
quarter.   

I look forward with anticipation to all the articles that will be rushing into the 
kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com inbox.  ����  

Lynne Harper 

 

CRAFT SOCIALS 
 

Aldbourne Braid Days 

The next Aldbourne Braid Day is April 16th. The remaining dates for 2023 are June 11th, 
August 6th, October 1st and December 10th.  All are Sundays. 

The cost is £8.00 per head per day.  Biscuits, cake and hot drinks are provided free of 
charge. Please contact me for directions and so that I can keep an eye on numbers.  

Sal Shepherd   
 

Weavers’ Chat 

The Guild weavers normally meet at Speen Parish Hall, Newbury, RG14 1RJ on the last 
Saturday of the month from 09.30 – 13.30  The next meeting will be 25th March 2023.  
Other dates for 2023 are 27th May, 24th June, 22nd July, 23rd September, 28th October 
and 25th November.  All meetings from 9.30 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. The final meeting for 
2023 will be 25th November from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. with a shared lunch.  £4.00 to 
cover the cost of the hall. 

mailto:kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com
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It is called “Weavers’ Chat”, but braiders can come with inkles, marudai etc and lace 
makers with pillows as it is all weaving.  In fact all Guild members are very welcome to 
come along to see what we are doing and find out what weaving is all about. 

Please let me know if you are coming so that there is enough milk, biscuits and maybe 
cake! 
 
Rosie Price   

 

Moulsford Spinning & Craft Group 

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at Moulsford Pavilion from 6.30pm – 10pm. 
There are usually spinners, weavers, felters, a basketmaker and knitters there so do come 
and join us. 

For more information contact Linda Scurr or Rosie Price  
 
 

Newbury Crafters 

Newbury Crafters normally meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month at Speen Parish Hall, 
Newbury, RG14 1RJ  from 2 – 5 pm. Come along to this social afternoon with your own 
craft project and meet people with other craft interests for an exchange of ideas. 

For more details contact Sue Davies  

 

 

The copy deadline for the June 2023 issue of the Shuttle is 15th May 2023.  
The email address is kvshuttleeditor@gmail.com 

 

 

Website: www.kennet-valley-guild.com 

Facebook: @kennetvalleyguild 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kennet-valley-guild.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2863623ea5654453f9e208d7a8933566%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637163222517877976&sdata=CgqQpDlZTrwrBNu94HaU6Qea50qQ52TpiFSmCc2UXpg%3D&reserved=0

